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Preface

Amid turbulent times of pandemic, mass genocide, 

and crumbling of colonial capitalism, the machine 

churns forward, pumping out another concrete 

and steel skyscraper scaled beyond the street, 

forming a skyline of giants disassociated from 

the fabric of the urban fl oor. Energy demand is 

climbing, bioregionalism enters conversation, 

and sustainability discourse passes the baton to 

circularity.

While the mill buildings depicted within this 

publication represent a surge of early property 

speculation, creating leasable insurable warehouse 

space on past expropriated land ready for a 

century+ of landlording and manufacturing labour; I 

see this research as unpacking an urban vernacular 

building typology, construction technology, and 

urban model for simple, low energy, adaptable 

infrastructure capable of adeptly hosting a range of 

possible futures - a model that embodies a myriad 

of contemporary best practices in architecture.

Easy to build, maintain, add to, use, and reuse. 

They are made of local materials and tooled with 

simple industrial processes. Built in grids, they 

provide generous open areas with structural 

punctuation at regular intervals. Dropped beams 

bring rhythm to the spaces and provide intuitive 

locations for different confi gurations of interior 

walls. The buildings were designed to provide 

natural ventilation and daylight across the fl oor 

plates. Light courts and lane setbacks provide 

improved access to light and air, while providing 

space for a range of uses on the exterior. A simple 

recipe for robust buildings capable of meeting 

diverse urban requirements in an energy effective 

and socially supportive manner.

Settling into graduate studies in 2019 at the 

Daniels Faculty of Architecture, Landscape and 

Design at the University of Toronto, Historical 

Tall Wood Toronto (HTWT) started to formalize 

as a research query interrogating past historical 

precedence for Mass Timber in the contemporary 

“Canadian” context. Between the years of 2019 

and 2024, HTWT shifted from research question 

to graduate coursework, to research supported by 

the Mass Timber Institute (MTI), and fi nally this 

print-ready digital publication supported by the 

Canada Wood Council (CWC), WoodWorks, the 

RAIC Foundation, and MTI.

Based on an FPInnovations study, the early 

coursework under the former title, Rediscovering 

Toronto’s Mass Timber Past, resulted in a 

web-based draft of HTWT. The web published 

Index in 2021, established a research methodology 

and dissemination format that complimented the 

FPInnovations work. The general format has been 

extended and adapted into this publication. The 

accumulated bank of research on the mill typology 

prompts numerous subsequent questions which 

have been intentionally left unanswered to draw 

this chapter of research to a close. That said, it 

is the intention of this publication to make the 

research material publicly available so that a larger 

circle can continue to develop and interpret the 

Index of resilient architecture. 



2 3HISTORICAL TALL WOOD TORONTO

Contemporary architecture is facing many 

challenges ranging from climate change to 

artifi cial intelligence with a continuing push 

toward innovation. Methods and materials tend to 

dominate the architecture discipline’s response 

to the need for more sustainable and resilient 

buildings that can accommodate a growing 

diversity of inhabitants and uses. Currently there 

is a strong focus on embodied or upfront carbon 

in buildings that has obscured equally critical 

considerations such as resource depletion, 

environmental degradation and reductions in 

biodiversity.

For practitioners and educators alike, there is a 

palpable tension between addressing climate 

change mitigation versus adaptation. If humanity 

expends most of its resources on mitigation, but 

fails to limit the global temperature rise targets, 

then it may not have the time and resources needed 

to adapt to climate change beyond the tipping 

point. Finding the balance between mitigation 

and adaptation has its parallel in addressing new 

versus existing buildings. While the design of 

high-performance new buildings is being advanced 

in codes, standards and professional education, 

the deep energy retrofi t of existing buildings is 

conspicuously absent from both regulation and 

higher education.

It appears there are no easy answers or 

technological silver bullets as we grapple with 

the sustainability of the built environment, but 

observation of our existing buildings may hold 

some invaluable clues for a better way forward. A 

building typology that stands out as an exemplar of 

durable, resilient, and adaptive architecture is the 

i The terms “brick and beam” and “mill building” and “tall wood” are used interchangeably to describe this industrial/commercial 
building typology that consisted of a heavy timber frame supporting nail-laminated timber fl oor and roof assemblies, all enclosed 
by load bearing masonry walls.

Foreword

by Ted Kesik

late 19th and early 20th century “brick and beam” 

building based on mill construction technologyi.

This publication about Historical Tall Wood Toronto 

catalogues a cohort of such buildings that have 

endured and, in many ways, outperformed the vast 

majority of 20th and 21st century architecture. 

But this achievement can only be appreciated by 

taking the long view and examining the life cycle of 

buildings.

What we have learned about sustainable 

architecture is that it is founded on the 3-Ls: long 

life (durability, resilience); loose fi t (adaptability, 

fl exibility, contingency); and low impact (emissions, 

ecological footprint). The stock of historical tall 

wood buildings in Toronto, as well as many other 

parts of Canada and the United States, are a living 

testament to a proven approach that integrated 

the 3-Ls. Some recent mass timber buildings 

have largely duplicated the mill building typology 

because it is highly sought after real estate that 

is preferred by people over the more conventional 

modern building types. But is this the answer to our 

current challenges – to simply knock off successful 

past precedents?

As the evidence indicates, not all aspects of the 

“brick and beam” buildings were sustainable. 

Using brick as a structural wall material entails 

a large upfront carbon footprint and the building 

enclosure is not thermally effi cient. Single glazing 

in steel window frames may have been durable 

and easy to maintain, but it compromised thermal 

comfort and increased space conditioning energy 

demands. Many of the existing tall wood buildings 

have since been retrofi t to address these kinds of 

shortcomings.
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But the advantages far outweighed the 

shortcomings. An examination of this typology 

reveals a building DNA that can serve as a 

benchmark against which today’s designs may be 

compared.

• Regular, rectilinear fl oor plans are simple and 

economical to construct.

• Post and beam structures with clear spans 

allow for fl exible interior partitioning.

• Punched windows provide spans of non-

combustible exterior masonry to receive fi re-

rated demising walls that enable the subdivision 

of occupancies.

• The even arrangements of fenestration with 

large operable openings promote natural 

ventilation and equitable access to views.

• Generous fl oor-to-fl oor heights accommodate 

suspended mechanical, electrical and plumbing 

(MEP) services, and also enhance daylighting 

potential.

• Redundant vertical access and egress satisfy 

fi res safety requirements for numerous uses 

and occupancies.

• Robust, low maintenance interior masonry wall 

surfaces accommodate a variety of fi nishes and 

the integration of services.

• Raised main fl oor levels render an inhabitable 

basement with large windows above grade.

• The buildings utilize modest concrete 

foundations and do not encourage automobile 

use by avoiding underground parking.

This evolved building typology originally responded 

to the needs of the Industrial Revolution before the 

advent of electrifi cation, hence passive measures 

for daylighting and natural ventilation were 

privileged in these buildings. Unlike the specialized 

offi ce, commercial and manufacturing buildings 

we construct today, the tall wood buildings were 

mixed use buildings that catered to manufacturing, 

mercantile and offi ce occupancies that promoted a 

diversity of commercial activities and employment 

opportunities under one roof. Many have since been 

converted into highly desirable loft condominiums 

and professional offi ces, with very few major 

alterations required, other than subdividing 

occupancies, replacing windows, restoring wood 

surfaces, and updating mechanical, electrical 

and plumbing services. All other renovations are 

optional tenant improvements that may be carried 

out within a building layer housed by a robust and 

resilient armature. 

In the life cycle of human settlements and the 

built environment, this building typology has 

demonstrated it is suffi ciently durable and 

resilient, such that it can be run down for many 

decades, after which its robust armature enables 

revitalization for another cycle of occupancy. This 

is vital because cities need building stock that can 

be worn out and devalued so it becomes affordable 

to communities, such as artists and start-up 

entrepreneurs, providing a combined live/work/

maker space that is eventually gentrifi ed, but only 

after affordably incubating one or more generations 

of the creative class.

The economic and social/cultural aspects of 

our buildings are just as important as their 

environmental impacts. Somehow, the Victorian 

“brick and beam” buildings managed to strike a 

reasonable balance among these performance 

attributes while positively contributing to the 
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architectural quality of our cities. This is not 

to suggest there is no place for distinctive and 

idiosyncratic architecture for our important public 

and institutional building projects. Rather, it is 

prudent to distinguish between our special and 

everyday buildings and to recognize that a vast 

majority of our new buildings should be at least 

as good, if not better, than the “brick and beam” 

buildings that were built more than a century ago. 

We are therefore extremely fortunate to have a 

stock of historical tall wood buildings against which 

we can compare contemporary architectural design 

across a range of performance attributes, including 

some that were not on society’s radar when the 

“brick and beam” buildings were constructed.

As the world strives to transition toward a circular 

economy, architects are being challenged to 

accommodate global population growth and 

the need for more housing, commercial and 

institutional buildings. The tall wood buildings 

of mill construction represent a North American 

vernacular architecture of the late 19th and early 

20th centuries that has withstood the test of 

time. These stalwart, versatile buildings should 

inspire today’s architects to invent a 21st century 

vernacular that not only addresses climate action 

imperatives, but the need to develop buildings 

that balance environmental, economic and 

social aspirations to bequeath a legacy for future 

generations. They can teach us a great deal about 

appropriate building technology, and in an era of 

“throw away” buildings, we have much to learn 

from them.

E.L. Ruddy Company Fonds. City of Toronto Archives. Fonds 
1488, Series 1230, Item 5278. 1937.
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Mill Construction Defi ned

by C.E. Paul, 1916

The term “mill construction” as commonly 

used is the name given to that type of building 

construction in which the interior framing and 

fl oors are of timber, arranged in heavy solid masses, 

and smooth fl at surfaces, so as to expose the least 

number of corners, and to avoid concealed spaces 

which may not be reached readily in case of fi re.

A broader interpretation of the term includes the 

meaning given above and adds the specifi cation 

that the building shall be so constructed that 

fi re shall pass as slowly as possible from one 

part of the structure to another. This means that 

each fl oor should be separated from all others by 

incombustible walls or partitions, and by doors 

or hatchways which will close automatically in 

case of fi re near them. Stairways, belt passages, 

and elevator shafts are encased, or preferably 

located in fi reproof towers. Openings in fl oors 

for passage of belts, etc., are either avoided or 

fully protected against passage of fi re or water. 

The proper installation of an approved automatic 

sprinkler system is of great importance. Ceilings in 

rooms where highly infl ammable stocks are kept or 

where hazardous processes are followed, should 

be protected by the use of a fi re-retardant material 

such as plastering laid on wire lath or expanded 

metal. The ceiling should follow the lines of the 

timbers without an air space between the two 

surfaces.

-

What Mill Construction Means Today

The marked success of early heavy timber 

construction structures of the mill construction 

type led to the popular use of this form of 

construction in practically all kinds of large 

buildings. As its use developed, new problems 

arose which made necessary a departure from 

the original designs. This variation to suit the case 

in hand fi nally resulted in three general classes of 

framing, each commonly referred to by builders as 

mill construction. These classes have certain basic 

points in common, such as heavy timber, brick, 

stone, or concrete walls; stairways and elevators 

enclosed in fi reproof shafts or towers; fl oors with 

no openings or with all openings protected by 

fi reproof covers; each fl oor or room isolated by 

means of automatic fi reproof doors or fi re walls; 

windows protected by shutters or by the use of wire 

glass; sprinkler equipment, etc.

These three general types of framing may be 

classed as follows:

1. Floors of heavy plank laid fl at upon large girders 

which are spaced from 8 to 11 feet on centers. 

These girders are supported by wood posts or 

columns spaced from 16 to 25 feet apart. This type 

is often referred to as “Standard Mill Construction.”

2. Floors of heavy plank laid on edge and supported 

by girders which are spaced from 12 to 18 feet on 

centers. These girders are supported by wood 

posts or columns spaced 16 feet or over apart, 

depending upon the design of the structure. This 

type is called “Mill Construction with Laminated 

Floors.”

3. Floors of heavy plank laid fl at upon large beams 

which are spaced from 4 to 10 feet on centers and 

supported by girders spaced as far apart as the 
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i Paul, C. E.. Heavy Timber Mill Construction. Engineering Bulletin, No.2. Chicago: Engineering Bureau: National Lumber 
Manufacturers Association, 1916.

loading will allow. These girders are carried by wood 

posts or columns located as far apart as consistent 

with the general design of the building. A spacing of 

from 20 to 25 feet is not uncommon for columns 

in this class of framing where the loading is not 

excessive. This type is more generally known as 

“Semi-Mill Construction.”

What Mill Construction is Not

“Mill-construction does not consist in disposing 

a given quantity of materials so that the whole 

interior of a building becomes a series of wooden 

cells; being pervaded with concealed spaces, either 

directly connected each with the other or by cracks 

through which fi re may freely pass where it cannot 

be reached by water.”

“It does not consist in connecting fl oor with fl oor by 

combustible wooden stairways encased in wood 

less than two inches thick.”

“It does not consist in leaving windows exposed to 

adjacent buildings unguarded by fi re-shutters or 

wired glass.”

“It does not consist in leaving even the 

best-constructed building in which dangerous 

occupations are followed without automatic 

sprinklers, and without a complete and adequeate 

equipment of pumps, pipes, and hydrants.”

“It follows that if plastering is to be put upon a 

ceiling following the line of the underside of the 

fl oor and the timber, it should be plain lime-mortar 

plastering , which is suffi ciently porous to permit 

seasoning.” i
Interior of Modern Mill Construction Building. Heavy Timber Mill 
Construction. Engineering Bulletin, No.2. 38.



KING ST W

ADELAIDE ST W

B
A

T
H

U
R

S
T

 S
T

S
P

A
D

IN
A

 A
V

E

U
N

IV
E

R
S

IT
Y

 A
V

E

Aerial image identifying the location of HTWT 
buildings in the King-Spadina proximity.

Metro Toronto Planning Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, Folder 1963, Item 30.
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There is much to learn from the resilient and 

adaptable warehouse buildings that line the 

streets of Canada’s historic manufacturing 

districts. ‘Historical Tall-Wood Toronto’ is an 

evidentiary database of late 19th and early 20th 

century vernacular brick and beam buildings that 

were built using the fi re restrictive specifi cations 

and construction technology of Heavy Timber 

Mill-Construction (mill-construction) in Toronto. 

This research illustrates the urban trajectories 

of 42 select examples of mill-construction and 

analyzes patterns in their development to create 

a morphological index of the set of buildings. The 

index provides a record of architectural, urban 

development, and sociocultural information which 

defi nes the distinct urban-vernacular typology.

This research builds upon the work of Kenneth Koo 

at FPInnovations and their 2013 report ‘A Study 

on Historical Tall-Wood Buildings in Toronto and 

Vancouver’, which recognised mill-construction 

as a predecessor to mass timber and identifi ed 

select building examples in the two historic city 

centres. Koo’s report set historical precedence for 

Ontario’s Tall Wood Building Reference in 2017 

and the 2020 National Building Code changes 

allowing for the construction of encapsulated mass 

timber buildings up to 12 storeys for residential 

(Group C) and offi ce (Group D) occupancies. 

As a supplement to Koo’s engineering report, 

this research creates individual building profi les 

of formal and programmatic qualities using 

high-resolution ortho-corrected photography, 

geographic information system (GIS) mapping, 

and archival research by means of historic 

insurance maps, perspectival imagery, air photos,  

and newspaper clippings. 

Introduction

i “Ontario’s Tall Wood Building Reference: A Technical Resource for Developing Alternative Solutions under Ontario’s Building Code.” 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, Ministry of Municipal Affairs, October 2017.

ii Canadian Commission on Building and Fire Codes. “Building: National Building Code of Canada 2020, Volume One.” National 
Research Council Canada, 2020.

The building profi les within the Index track a range 

of building metrics such as Geographic Context 

and Building Identifi cation for locating, grouping, 

and identifying example buildings over time. 

Original Construction metrics such as year built, 

original architect, and original client are recorded 

to create a project inception dataset. Collected 

Physical Metrics relating to site and building form a 

major portion of the Index, providing detailed formal 

information for internal and external comparative 

purposes. Additional information around Building 

Use, Building Management and Improvements, and 

Formal Preservation Policies has been tracked to 

provide insight into building trajectories over the 

past 100+ years. 

This research unpacks common features relating 

to site, siting, and massing, including building 

articulation and setback analysis. Buildings are 

classifi ed into two principal typologies – Bar and 

Cube. Durable-adaptable characteristics are 

distilled into organizing principles to illustrate their 

nature of being Easy to Maintain, Easy to Add To 

and Change, and Easy to Use and Reuse. Finally, 

Building Trajectories are mapped over time to 

understand the differing paths and typical lifecycle 

milestones while Redevelopment approaches of 

Addition and Infi ll, Conservation-Aggregation, 

and High-Rise are categorized to provide an 

additional lens for analysis of the Index. Together, 

this body of evidence stands as a robust line of 

inquiry into a proven construction technology and 

a demonstrated form of versatile and durable urban 

development.

240525_85x11_Digital Publication.indd   14-15 1/4/2025   11:45:41 AM
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Objectives

Historical Tall Wood Toronto aims to unpack 

the value that Heavy Timber Mill-Construction 

buildings have in the contemporary context as the 

predecessor to Mass Timber construction. The 

research objectives are as follows:

• Create an index of primary and secondary 

source information to establish metrics and 

provide baseline reference

• Use the index to further defi ne Mill-Construction 

as a typology

• Extract lessons from the typology to support 

contemporary architectural production

• Share the index for research use by a wide 

audience

Background

Kenneth Koo’s 2013 NRCan (Canada Forest 

Service) funded studyi sought to gain a better 

understanding on the status and conditions of 

historical tall-wood timber buildings in Toronto 

and Vancouver, how they are serving their clients, 

and related codes and acceptance issues 

in support of new “mass timber” ambitions. 

Koo lay the groundwork for HTWT both in 

drawing the connection between Heavy Timber 

Mill-Construction and Mass Timber Construction 

and by establishing a list of example buildings. In 

2019, HTWT started building off of Koo’s work with 

fi eld surveys, archival research, and data-based 

analysis, in an effort to support the adoption 

of mass timber by illustrating the pre-existing 

relationship with the construction technology. 

In 2022, an interactive web-based index was 

created to test the platform’s appropriateness for 

disseminating research data and fi ndings. In 2023, 

the preferred platform for initial dissemination was 

shifted to be this print-ready digital publication.

Typological-Morphological Research Methodology

GIS Mapping

• Geolocation of example buildings

• Production of keyplans, underlays, and 

orthoimagery

• Analysis of air photos

Field Survey

• Location verifi cation and visual site survey

• Multiple perspective high resolution digital 

photographic exposures

• Audit of initial building list

Photographic Processing

• Ortho-correction of photographic images

• Compositing elevational streetface frontages

• Typ. image processing (colour, cropping, etc.)

Archival Research

• Archival image collection and analysis

• Investigation of building use over time

• Positive identifi cation through insurance maps

Development Analysis

• Review identifi ed building management 

companies

• Review current development proposals/plans

• Identifi cation of development trends

Feedback Loops

• Iteratively cycle between working methods to 

incorporate new observations and analysis 

• Cross reference incoming data with established 

to improve accuracy

i Koo, Kenneth. “A Study on Historical Tall-Wood Buildings in Toronto and Vancouver.” Study. Final Report 2012/2013. FPInnovations, 
Canadian Forest Service, May 2013.
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Geographic Context

Research Groups / Areas / Neighbourhoods

For the purposes of organising this research, the 

42 subject buildings have been classifi ed into one 

of ten Research Groups based on their geographic 

location, Area, Neighbourhood or street address. 

These groups range from being a single building 

found at the historic city edge, to linear collections 

of six to seven buildings strung along a street 

or avenue. The groups have then been loosely 

arranged 1-to-10 in a west-to-east confi guration.

Within the metrics of each subject building, the 

associated Area and Neighbourhood are identifi ed. 

Area, as listed in the metrics, represents a heritage 

conservation district if it exists or an observed 

contemporary area identifi er whereas the stated 

Neighbourhood is the associated offi cial City of 

Toronto Neighbourhood Profi le that is tied with 

Toronto census data.

Building Identifi cation

Street Address / Building Name / Alt Building Id. / 
Cross Street

Each building within the Research Groups use 

a system of Street Address for primary building 

identifi cation, and an observed building name as 

a secondary identifi er when possible. Within the 

metrics of each subject building, other helpful or 

superseded identifi ers are listed under Alt. Building 
Id. Additionally, each building is associated with 

their closest Cross Street or avenue. This system 

is utilised to ensure consistency across primary 

building identifi ers while retaining additional 

referenceable information to support building 

identifi cation over time through a range of 

geolocating and archival research methods. 

The Street Address primary identifi ers are observed 

addresses used by current building owners and 

occupants and do not necessarily represent 

all tied or amalgamated site lots. Within the 

tabulated data and associated database, a singular 

building address number has been identifi ed for 

spreadsheet fi ltering and organising by fi le name. 

This singular building address number is not 

intended for formal identifi cation use, only internal 

research organisation. 

Original Construction

Built / Architect / Original Client

Construction information pertaining to the original 

build date, associated architect, and client have 

been collected for each building. A single Built date 

has been provided for all 42 subject buildings which 

represents their fi rst known phase of construction. 

When signifi cant additional construction phases 

have been identifi ed, secondary date(s) may be 

added to Built with a note to record this milestone. 

When possible, the original architect and client 

have been recorded from original building permit 

records and/or heritage conservation documents. 

The database of architects responsible for 

coordinating the construction of the 42 mill 

construction buildings serves as a cross section 

of practising architects and architectural offi ces 

involved in the industrial construction boom in 

Research Parameters
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Toronto at the turn of the century. Additionally, 

the associated original clients form a pool of 

infl uential capitalists and factory entrepreneurs 

that participated in the industrialization of Toronto 

by funding the production of warehouse and 

manufacturing buildings. 

Physical Metrics

Building Height / Structural Storeys / Building 
Footprint / Floor Area / Floor-Floor Height / 
Surface-Volume / FAR / Site Coverage

A variety of physical building metrics have been 

collected to create analytical models of the subject 

buildings. The metrics include data collected 

directly from various GIS sources, manually 

counted building components and calculated 

values.  Refer to the descriptions below for the 

research assumptions associated with the building 

metrics. 

Building Height refers to the measured distance 

between the lowest point of the roof and the 

adjacent grade/sidewalk. 

Structural Storeys is the counted total number of 

building storeys above and below ground.

Building Footprint is the calculated total gross 

fl oor area measured to the exterior of the building 

rounded to the nearest 10 GSM. 

Floor Area is the calculated total building gross area 

- sum of Structural Storeys x Building Footprint. 

Floor Plate is an inferred ratio of building length 

to width rounded to the nearest metre. In certain 

instances where multiple buildings or building 

wings are present, an indicative portion may be 

used for the purposes of establishing a singular 

Floor Plate ratio.

Floor-Floor Height is the calculated dimension 

between fi nish fl oor elevations - sum of Building 

Height / Structural Storeys Above Ground. This 

value assumes a typical fl oor to fl oor height across 

the building and does not accommodate for any 

a-typical horizontal assemblies such as thick roofs.

Surface-Volume is a calculated effi ciency attribute 

of the building massing. The surface area used is 

representative of overall Envelope Area including 

roof, walls and foundation while volume is based 

on footprint times building height - Envelope Area / 

Building Volume.

FAR stands for fl oor area ratio, the total fl oor area 

or Floor Area divided by the Site Area. Certain 

buildings have not been provided with a FAR value 

due to various complexities relating to building and 

site.

Site Coverage is the percentage of site covered 

by the subject building -  the function of Building 

Footprint / Site Area.
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Building Use 

Original Use / Present Use

Original Use and Present Use of the subject 

buildings has been recorded to help illustrate 

building use trends. Original Use information 

is based on original building permit records, 

newspaper clippings, telephone directories, journal 

articles, and fi re insurance plan annotations while 

Present Use information is based on real estate 

listings and building directories. While use over 

time was not globally tracked, the collective 

archival research begins to represent a general 

trajectory for the typology.

Building Management and Improvements 

Property / Redevelopment

Current Property owners as well as fi rms and/

or development groups involved in current or past 

Redevelopment have been included as a metric 

to help understand building management and 

rehabilitation works. This information is based on 

newspaper clippings, real estate listings, publicly 

available asset management documentation, 

municipal rezoning and development permit 

applications and online marketing collateral. This 

information may also be found in the Notes portion 

of the building overview and metrics pages.

In addition to textual sources indicating building 

use and condition, maintenance and renewal can 

be visually inferred through the high resolution 

photography of building exteriors and aerial imagery 

showing detailed information of the building 

rooftops. Furthermore, the large bank of archival 

imagery provides a variety of baseline information 

pertaining to maintenance and management such 

as perspectival street level photographs illustrating 

the buildings over the last 100+ years and historic 

aerial images able pinpoint specifi c years of 

intervention and alteration. 

Formal Preservation Policies 

Heritage Designation

Each building has their formal heritage status 

identifi ed when applicable as a Heritage 
Designation. This designation indicates whether 

the building is registered with the city. Buildings 

may be identifi ed as Listed or Designated with an 

associated date which is often an indicator of past 

or pending development.



24 25HISTORICAL TALL WOOD TORONTO

Synthesis and Discussion

Site + Form

The 42 examples illustrated within the index 

are commercial-industrial buildings with simple 

unarticulated forms that support moderately 

scaled urban environments. Their geometry with 

low surface-to-volume ratios effi ciently create 

tempered fl oor area without underground parking 

or extensive basements. While the overall gross 

area of each building differs greatly due to different 

available site areas, their approach to siting is 

consistent with site coverages typically falling 

between 80 and 95%. Generally, the buildings 

have a single storey of half sunken basement which 

raise level one partially above the street.

The fi ve to eight structural storey buildings, ranging 

from 16 to 34 metres (52 to 110 feet) tall, form 

repetitious street faces often punctuated with side 

and rear yard setbacks which allow the buildings 

to have openings on three or four building faces. 

These setbacks and associated openings allow for 

many benefi ts to building operations and occupant 

wellbeing such as improved access to light and 

air, and better ability to naturally cross ventilate. 

On the exterior, the setbacks provide loading 

bays and vehicular access around and behind the 

buildings, forming public and semi-public lanes, 

alleys, and courtyards. When contiguous side and 

rear setbacks are not provided the buildings often 

utilise light wells, light courts, and/or adjacent 

open spaces on public or neighbouring properties 

to provide comparable benefi ts.

The 42 examples can be classifi ed into two 

principal building typologies, Bar and Cube. A Bar 

typology can be described as a rectangular building 

with a fl oor plate length that is signifi cantly longer 

than the width such as 331-333 Adelaide St. West 

and 590 King St. West whereas a Cube typology 

has a rectangular fl oor plate with similar length, 

width, and often height such as 116 Spadina Ave. 

and 366 Adelaide St. West. In certain cases, Bar 

typologies are stacked side by side in phases to 

create a larger Cube such as 204-210 King St. 

East, while in other cases adjacent bar buildings 

are connected physically, programmatically, and/

or legally to create larger building complexes such 

as 111 Queen St. East or 67-77 Mowat St. and the 

greater Carpet Factory.

Urban Vernacular

More economical than reinforced concrete while 

still providing many of the same fi re protection 

measures, Heavy Timber Mill Construction was 

commonplace for fi re restrictive warehouses 

and factories at the turn of the 20th century in 

rapidly developing cities across North America. 

Engineered specifi cations, sprinklers, electricity, 

tall ceilings and regular bays capable of being 

easily reconfi gured, the mill buildings fulfi lled the 

contemporary requirements of urban industrialists 

and insurance companies. The tried and tested 

mill buildings are inherently metropolitan, both 

physically in how they occupy space within the 

urban environment and in their programmatically 

supportive nature, providing default infrastructure 

for a city to grow and develop with. From a 

constructability point of view, modular designs 

combined with plentiful access to large woodi, 

local bricksii, and skilled labour reinforced mill 

construction as a preferred vernacular choice. 

i Timber found in Toronto’s mill-buildings is generally Douglas fi r and Northern species with Grade # 1 or better (Koo, 2013) coming 
from local sources in Ontario and Quebec as well as British Columbia.

ii Local Ontario brick production was supported by large clay deposits in conjunction with water networks and various railways.
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Durability+Adaptability

The below list is a record of observed durable and 

adaptable characteristics and strategies of the 

resilient typology:

Easy to Maintain

• Clear Access - Access provided by standard 

stair cores and often elevating devices

• Exposed Systems - Walls, fl oors and ceilings 

left exposed, enabling easy identifi cation and 

maintenance of primary building components

• No Concealed Areas - Use of building systems 

that do not create cavities or concealed service 

areas

• Inherent Finishes - Structural elements that 

provide fi nish surfaces without additional layers 

required

• Robust Shell - Use of a robust exterior envelope 

that can be refreshed through thorough 

cleaning and non-destructive repairs

• Finish Resurfacing - Use of materials that can 

be re-fi nished as required

• Fastening and Anchoring - Ability to fasten/

anchor directly to the structure without 

specialty equipment

• Forgiving Materials - Base building materials 

that allow for editing with basic tools

• Fire Resilience - Large wood construction that 

can withstand typical commercial fi res without 

requiring complete building overhaul

Easy to Add To and Change

• Standard Construction - Predictable building 

systems that can be re-engineered without 

past documentation

• Solid Surface - A building fabric of solid wood 

surfaces that can be edited, interrupted or 

added to without compromising the whole.

• Modular Techtonics - Structural logic of bays 

and fl oors that can be extended and duplicated

• Phasing - Pre-planning of phases for additional 

bays and/or fl oors

• Structural Sizing - Industrial structural sizing 

allows for a wide range of possible adaptations, 

retrofi ts, and in certain cases addition of fl oors

• Site Flexibility - Lanes and parking lots provide 

area for alteration and addition as well as 

functional space for access and staging 

Easy to Use and Reuse

• Generosity of Space - Building forms result in 

spatial abundance both in horizontal fl oor area 

and vertical ceiling height

• Contemporary Features - Original construction 

typically included contemporary features 

including sprinklers, elevators, multiple egress 

paths, fi re separations etc.

• Simple Demising - Structural systems with 

dropped beams at regular intervals for intuitive 

systematic demising

• Flexible Building Classifi cation - Industrial 

construction with fi re restrictive specifi cations 

do not limit future allowable uses by code

• Industrial Loading - Engineered weight loading 

originally for industrial activities are adequate 

for most alternative uses

• Mechanical Alterations - Building setbacks, high 

ceilings, frequent wall fenestrations, fl at roofs, 

and simple forms allow for straight forward 

mechanical retrofi ts for relatively effi cient active 

space tempering and fl exible space planning
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Building Trajectories

The 42 indexed buildings, largely built between 

1900 and 1920, began their respective lifecycles 

as manufacturing facilities either built for 

industrialist client use and / or speculatively 

as leasable fl oor area. While construction was 

often completed in a single phase of work, many 

buildings were built slowly over a period of 10+ 

years with additional bays, storeys, and by 

conjoining whole new buildings. Newly constructed 

urban mill buildings in Toronto provided space for 

uses such as carpet manufacturing, yarn spinning, 

garments production, hat forming, beer brewing, 

liquor distilling, and book printing.

While many manufacturing operations continued 

well into the 1970s and 1980s, mill buildings 

shifted from hosting manufacturing operations 

to importing and wholesale, and later studio and 

gallery use by creatives. The 1970s saw many mill 

buildings run down, changing hands, and in some 

cases being redeveloped - this period provides 

punctuation in the building trajectories as the 

fi rst major lifecycle milestone with buildings being 

cleaned and retrofi t for more contemporary uses 

or demolished for taller urban ambitions. This 

transitional period also saw rise to conservation 

practices and initial recognition of the typology 

contributing to the cultural landscape of the city. 

From the 1980s into the new millennium, mill 

buildings shifted towards primary use as offi ce 

space for tech fi rms and professionals interested 

in work environments offering alternative benefi ts 

to that of high-rise offi ces. In many cases, 

changing to offi ce use provided a second major 

lifecycle milestone with building additions and 

extensive mechanical upgrades as well as regular 

maintenance and upgrades to existing building 

systems. 

The trajectory examples observed in this index, 

are in most cases, well looked after buildings 

that were able to navigate 100+ years of use and 

re-use, which is not the case for a large percentage 

of urban mill buildings in Toronto and other North 

American cities that followed a similar urban arc. 

Presently, many of the example buildings are in the 

early phases of a third major lifecycle milestone 

with a number of large scale re-developments 

in varying states of planning, approvals and 

construction.

Redevelopment

For the purposes of this research, redevelopment 

can be described as major changes to existing mill 

buildings including system upgrades, additions, 

and aggregation with adjacent buildings, as well as 

demolition for alternate site use. Redevelopment 

can be grouped in one or more of the following 

three categories – Addition and Infi ll, Conservation-

Aggregation, and Highrise.

Addition and Infi ll

Between original construction and the 1970s, 

many example buildings were redeveloped in-kind 

with additional fl oors and bays infi lling unused site 

area. In many ways, this type of redevelopment 

is an example of slow architecture, responsively 

building off what exists in an additive nature 

to meet evolving needs. Select examples of 
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this include 590 King St West with an addition 

extending to Adelaide St (1920s), 82 Peter St 

adding three fl oors (1960s) and 204-210 King 

St E adding an additional building/wing at 210 

King, and eventually infi lling the courtyard space 

(1950-60s).

Conservation-Aggregation

Between the 1980s and the early 2000s a 

new redevelopment trend emerged, updating, 

aggregating, and re-associating adjacent buildings 

into larger wholes with new uses and identities. Key 

examples of this redevelopment type are Dominion 

Brewery as Dominion Square (1980s), 111 Queen 

St E, Robertson Brothers Confections as Queen 

Richmond Centre (1980s), 2 Trinity St, Gooderham 

and Worts Distillery as Distillery District (2000s), 

and 67 Mowat Ave, Toronto Carpet Manufacturing 

Company as Toronto Carpet Factory (2000s). 

These projects establish or reaffi rm a building 

or district name, celebrate existing “heritage” 

components, and develop a corporate visual 

identity to market redefi ned spaces.

High-Rise

High-Rise redevelopment of urban mill buildings 

has varied outcomes often resulting in full 

demolition, selective demolition, and facadism. 

Queen Richmond Centre West (364 Richmond St 

W) breaks that trend providing precedent for a new

mode of urban development in Toronto, building on 

top of the existing with a bridge style engineering 

solution - suspending a structure above to limit 

invasive and destructive structural upgrades below. 

Following the success of Queen Richmond Centre 

West, this approach was speculatively applied 

to multiple locations including 379 Adelaide St 

W forming part of Sweeny & Co. Architects, The 

Bridge project. On the other end of the rehabilitative 

redevelopment spectrum, Cadillac Fairview’s 160 

Front has a brick façade propped up in the corner 

of the new 46-storey building indicating where 

156 Front St was once located - a tokenistic 

cornerstone of a shamelessly large tower.

Additional Notes

One characteristic that provides resiliency to the 

typology from destructive redevelopment is that 

they are often too big to fail. The index buildings 

are providing reasonable fl oor area ratios for a 

contemporary urban environment with a large 

amount of high value fl oor area. The size of the 

buildings demand a certain degree of maintenance 

to ensure the assets do not become stranded. 

This characteristic results in buildings staying in 

good working order, not needing restorative work 

or prompting sale and subsequent redevelopment 

cycles.

There are 7+ index buildings currently in varying 

stages of redevelopment. One example in 

construction is 489 King St W holding the 

corner of Bjarke Ingels Group’s and Diamond 

Schmitt Architects’ King Toronto development 

amalgamating a series of lots along King Street 

just west of Spadina. A more typical example is the 

30-storey tower proposed by Wallman Architects 

currently in planning and approvals for 40 Spadina 

Ave (40-46). Use the legend in the Index to identify 

the observed redevelopment status of the example 

buildings.
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This research provides a consolidated record of 

architectural, urban development, and sociocultural 

information of the 42 select examples of Heavy 

Timber Mill-Construction in Toronto, and further 

defi nes the distinct urban-vernacular typology. 

Typical FAR values of the buildings range between 

4.0 and 7.0 to provide moderately scaled urban 

forms, with effi cient surface to volume ratios 

averaging around 0.25. The simple repetitive 

buildings with clear organizational logics are easily 

manipulated and support a range of redevelopment 

approaches. Average fl oor-to-fl oor heights 

between 3.5-4m, comparable to institutional 

standards, offer a generosity of space and fl exibility 

of use. From a physical material perspective, the 

original mill buildings are generally in alignment 

with contemporary material imperatives around 

material health, locality, and embodied energy.

 

From a lifecycle point of view, the index buildings 

have seen multiple waves of renovation and 

maintenance to maintain their value and avoid 

becoming stranded assets. Based on the evidence 

provided by this research it could be reasonably 

inferred that many of the buildings are mid-way 

through their total potential useful lifespan of 

~200-300 years. Redevelopment has, and is, 

taking place in many different forms to varying 

degrees of “success”. The contemporary High-Rise 

approach of building above existing structures 

has merit when compared to facadism, but 

creates much larger and less adaptable urban 

infrastructure, whereas past Conservation-

Aggregation redevelopment approaches produce 

resilient results with less dramatic gymnastics.

100+ years since original inception, urban mill 

buildings in this Index and elsewhere in North 

America continue to be effective infrastructure 

capable of hosting a range of uses and futures. 

When the attributes of this Index are compared 

Findings

with new mass timber construction such as 

T3 projects in Toronto, Vancouver, Atlanta and 

Minneapolis, or the more aspirational Pae building 

in Portland, a clear link between the two is observed 

both in program and tectonics. These new projects 

understand the long-term value associated with 

the metrics and specifi cations, and replicate the 

past typology in an effort to support an adaptable 

and profi table future as it has in the past.

Additional Research Threads

• Detailed plan analysis based on real estate data 

to further defi ne fl oor plate characteristics and 

structural parameters

• Comparative analysis of contemporary 

prefabricated construction and historic site 

built methods

• Review of heritage designation processes in 

relation to redevelopment approaches over time

• Thermodynamic analysis and validation of 

original passive strategies for natural ventilation

• Analytical daylight analysis of window-to-wall 

ratios in relation to fl oor plate depths

• Advanced investigation into useful service life 

of building components, building lifespan, and 

maintenance cycles

• Acoustics study of existing conditions and 

tracking of retrofi t solutions for mitigating poor 

acoustic performance

• Analysis of post-covid vacancy rates in offi ces

• Speculative study of next-generation building 

use - what is after tech offi ces?

• Detailed investigation of public interface 

conditions between buildings and street

• Redefi ning optimal fl oor-to-fl oor heights 

for contemporary construction to promote 

fl exibility of future use

• Thermal performance study to understand 

existing performance metrics and options for 

retrofi ts
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993 Queen St W 559 College St W
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116 Spadina Ave 99 Spadina Ave 80-82 Spadina Ave 40 Spadina Ave
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49 Bathurst St
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82 Peter St 30 Duncan St 179 John St 193 Yonge St
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204-214 King E 3 Church St 44-50 Wellington St E

2 Trinity St

468 King St W 445-455 King St W   431 King St W

70 Bond St 156 Front St W 142-144 Front St W

319 Queen St E 468 Queen St E

70 Richmond St E

In Development
Demolished
Signifi cantly
Redeveloped
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1957
Liberty Village south of the train tracks identifi ed with 
red overlay.
Metro Toronto Planning Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, Folder 1957, Item 149.
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Toronto Carpet Factory

67 Mowat Avenue

Barrymore Cloth 
Liberty Village 
South Parkdale
Liberty Street

1903, 1911 (Addition)
William Steele and Sons
Toronto Carpet Manufacturing Co.
Manufacturing, Warehouse
Offi ce, Retail
Designated (1975)
York Heritage, Hullmark

27m
6
3,200 GSM
19,200 GSM
40m x 82m
4.9m
0.19
-
-

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use
Present Use
Heritage Desig.
Property

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate
Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage

Notes
• Forms part of multi-building complex built 

between 1899 and 1920. 
• 67 Mowat built in two phases, 1903 North and 

1911 South 
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1886
Early subdivision plan 
showing the project site as 
farmland bound by Parkdale to 
the west, the Great Western 
Railway adjacent to the 
south, and the Grand Trunk, 
Canadian Pacifi c Railway and, 
Northern Railway coverging 
accross the North and East

Excerpt. Block A of the Lunatic 
Asylum Farm. City of Toronto 
Archive. Fonds 200, Series 
726, Item 555.

1910

1924

Fire Insurance Map excerpt 
showing the northern portion 
of the complex as developed 
including phase one of 67 
Mowat.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1910, 
Plate 21. 

Fire Insurance Map excerpt 
showing the entire block as 
developed by Toronto Carpet 
Manufacturing, from King to 
Liberty and Mowat to Fraser.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1924, 
Plate 21. 

1968

1973

1973

1902

1988

2008

2016

Aerial image showing 67 
Mowat.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, 
Folder 1968 Item 26.

Toronto Carpet Factory 
complex at 67 Mowat 
Avenue.

Toronto (Ont.). Planning 
and Development Dept. 
City of Toronto Archives. 
Fonds 200, Series 1465, 
File 759, Item 19.

Pioneer in fi eld: Working 
with her miles of wood 
and fi bres in her studio 
at an old carpet factory 
building is Aiko Suzuki. 

Cooper, David. Toronto 
Star Photograph 
Archive. Toronto Public 
Library  Digital Archive. 
TSPA_0104218F.

Toronto Carpet Manufacturing 
Company Ltd. 

Excerpt, Letter. Baldwin 
Collection of Canadiana. 
Toronto Public Library 
Digital Archive. 
1902TORONTOCARPETSB

Mowat looking south from 
King.

Toronto (Ont.). Planning 
and Development Dept. 
City of Toronto Archives. 
Fonds 200, Series 1465, 
File 723, Item 5.

Liberty Village 
streetscape, Economic 
Development city-wide 
“beauty shots”

San Juan, Jose. City of 
Toronto Archives. Fonds 
219, Series 2311, File 
2623, Item 415.

North and west 
elevations of the former 
carpet manufacturing 
facility that runs the 
length of Mowat Ave. - 
The building has since 
been converted to offi ce 
and commercial space.

Vik Pahwa Fonds. City of 
Toronto Archives. Fonds 
546, Item 59.

1920
Toronto Carpet Company plant, King 
Street and Fraser Avenue.

James Salmon Collection. City of Toronto 
Archives. Series 12, Folder 1957 Item 149.

Toronto Carpet Company, King Street 
West : making cloth on looms.

Alexander W. Galbraith Fonds. City of 
Toronto Archives. Fonds 1568, Item 399.
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Candy Factory Lofts

993 Queen Sreet West

York Knitting Mills, Ce De Candy Co. 
Trinity Bellwoods 
West Queen West
Shaw St

1907, 1916 (Addition)
J. Francis Brown
Gordon, MacKay Ltd.
Manufacturing, Warehouse
Residential
Listed (2020)
Condominium
Quadrangle (1990s)

26m
6
3,200 GSM
19,200 GSM
4.7m
40m x 82m
0.16
5.9
98%

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use
Present Use
Heritage Desig.
Property
Redevelopment

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate
Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage

Notes
• Built in two phases between 1907 and 1916.

60 61HISTORICAL TALL WOOD TORONTO



0 5 10 20 30 40
m



CANDY FACTORY LOFTS64 65QUEEN COLLEGE BATHURST

1913

1924

Fire Insurance Map 
excerpt showing phase 
one of construction.

Goad. Atlas of the City 
of Toronto, Volume One . 
1913, Plate 21. 

Fire Insurance Map 
excerpt showing phase 
two of construction.

Goad. Atlas of the City 
of Toronto, Volume One . 
1924, Plate 21. 

1949
Apply Toronto Hosiery 
Division

Advertisement. York 
Knitting Mills. The Globe 
and Mail, May 2 1951, 
32. Toronto Public 
Library Digital Archive. 

1956
Orthocorrected aerial 
image showing 993 
College Street adjacent 
to the Provincial Lunatic 
Asylum and Trinity 
College.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos.
City of Toronto Archives.  
Series 12, Folder 1956 
Item 186.

1983

1984

1984

Ce De Candy Company, 
south-east corner 
of Queen and Shaw 
streets.

Toronto (Ont.). Planning 
and Development Dept. 
City of Toronto Archives. 
Fonds 200, Series 
1465, File 430, Item 11.

Long view of 993 Queen 
Street West from Massey St. 
- Sabre Slims, Discount Gas

Harvey R. Naylor Fonds. City 
of Toronto Archives. Fonds 
1526, File 70, Item 98.

Conversion of a fi ve-storey 
factory structure into 
120 residential lofts and 
amenity space; two levels of 
underground parking in the 
existing basement;

Gazebos and roof terraces 
for the penthouse suites; 
and a common multi-
purpose room, fi tness 
centre, auxiliary lounges and 
outdoor patio on the roof.

Celebrating our industrial 
history through adaptive 
reuse. BDP Quadrangle. 
Ideas, Blog.

The 1907 giant, which once 
turned out Rockets and 
Fizzie Hearts, struck Stinson 
as “the iconic loft-large, 
with regularly recurring 
windows-”

Katherine Ashenburg. 
Article. Toronto Life, 
November 2006.

1957
Orthocorrected aerial image showing 993 Queen 
Street adjacent to the former Provincial Lunatic 
Asylum - now CAMH, and demolished Trinity College 
- now Bellwood Park.

Metro Toronto Planning Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, Folder 1957 Item 149.



559 College Street West
Ladies Weat Ltd., 
Service Canada

Little Italy 
Trinity Bellwoods
Manning Avenue

1914
James L. Havill
Ladies Wear Limited
Manufacturing, Warehouse

Alt. Building ID

Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use

Present Use
Heritage Des.
Property
Redevelopment

Offi ce
Listed (2005)
Allied
-

20m
6
950 GSM
5,700 GSM
25m x 38m

3.6m
0.23
5.7
95%

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate

Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage

67
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10,000 square feet, with 
natural light on all four 
sides.

Advertisement. Ladies’ 
Wear Limited. The Globe, 
May 7, 1924, 19.

10,000 square feet, with 
natural light on all four 
sides.

E.L. Ruddy Company 
Fonds. City of Toronto 
Archives. Fonds 1488, 
Series 1230, Item 923.

Streetcar track 
maintenance on College 
Street.

Dept. of Public Works 
Photographs. City of 
Toronto Archives. Fonds 
1488, Series 1230, Item 
923.

1924

1914

1915

1924
Fire Insurance Map excerpt 
showing 559 College 
Street West occupying 
the corner lot at the 
intersection of College and 
Manning Avenue. 

Goad. Atlas of the City 
of Toronto, Volume One . 
1924, Plate 23. 

1944

1949

1985

1985

2006

1967

Damage by fi re only 
amounted to $500 to the 
building, but the water, 
cascading from the third 
fl oor to the basement, did 
$10,000 damage-

Article. The Globe and Mail, 
August 3, 1944, 2.

4,000-square-foot 
space was designed to 
resemble the downtown 
lofts that many 
neighbourhood moms 
and dads inhabit.

Deirdre Kelly, Article. 
The Globe and Mail, 
November 25, 2006, 
M3.

Pleasant surroundings, 
40-hour week.

Advertisement. Ladies’ 
Wear (Canada) Ltd. The 
Globe and Mail, June 13 
1949, 33.

Monday-Thursday in a 
private practice located 
in a Medical Centre in 
Downtown Toronto.

Advertisement. College 
Street Physiotherapy 
Centre. The Globe and 
Mail, January 22, 1985, 
T6.

Orthocorrected aerial 
image showing 559 
College Street West in 
Little Italy adjacent to 
single family homes to 
the north and south of 
College Street.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air 
Photos. City of Toronto 
Archives. Series 12, 
Folder 1967, Item 45.

1947
Orthocorrected aerial 
image showing 559 
College Street West with 
advertisement armature 
on rooftop.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. 
City of Toronto Archives. 
Series 12, Folder 1947, 
Item 18.

South side of College 
Street, between Manning 
Avenue and Clinton 
Street.

Toronto (Ont.). Planning 
and Development Dept. 
City of Toronto Archives. 
Fonds 200, Series 1465, 
File 621, Item 7.

1985
College looking east from Manning.

Toronto (Ont.). Planning and 
Development Dept. City of Toronto 
Archives. Fonds 200, Series 1465, 
File 520, Item 10.



American Hat Frame Building
49 Bathurst Street

Ideal Knitting Mills Ltd.
King-Spadina	
Wellington Place
Wellington Street West

1912
Isadore Feldman
American Hat Frame Mfr. Co.
Manufacturing, Warehouse
Office
Listed (2005)
City of Toronto, 2022
Pending

16m
5
550 GSM
2,750 GSM
15m x 35m
3.6m
0.31
4.9
99%

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use
Present Use
Heritage Desig.
Property
Redevelopment

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate
Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage
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AMERICAN HAT FRAME BUILDING 77QUEEN COLLEGE BATHURST

1913

1922

1924

1929

View of Victoria Memorial 
Park, former Military 
Burial Ground, with 
49 Bathurst Street in 
background. 

City of Toronto Archives. 
Fonds 200, Series 372, 
Subseries 52, Item 192, 

View of Bathurst Street 
looking north across 
Niagara Street. 

Harvey R. Naylor Fonds. 
City of Toronto Archives. 
Fonds 1526, Folder 71, 
Item 9. 

Two heavily armed 
bandits attempted to 
wrest the payroll of the 
American Hat Company 
from the hands of the 
company’s bookeerper 
- The shot missed the 
bookkeeper by a narrow 
margin, but the pepper 
caught him full in the 

Article. The Globe, July 5, 
1922, 13.

Help Wanted - Female.
Experience Loppers and 
Toppers on Men’s Hosiery.

Advertisement. McGregor 
Hosiery Mills. The Globe 
and Mail, February 24, 
1942, 23.

Gestetner machine 
operator Age 17-19 with 
2 years of high school, 
some typing experience 
necessary to work.

Advertisement. McGregor 
Hosiery Mills. The Globe 
and Mail, November 30, 
1942, 50.

-progressive telephone 
interconnect company

Advertisement. Canadian 
Telecommunications 
Group. The Globe and Mail, 
June 30, 1981, B15.

Fire Insurance Map 
excerpt showing 49 
Bathurst Street cornered 
by houses at the 
intersection of Bathurst 
and Wellington Street. 

Goad. Atlas of the City 
of Toronto, Volume One . 
1924, Plate 19. 

To be a knitting plant. 
The photograph is of 47-
49 Bathurst St., which 
has been sold by the 
American Hat Frame

Alexandra Studios,  
Toronto Star 
Photograph Archive. 
TSPA_0112895F. 

1942

1950

1967

1981

1981

Orthocorrected aerial 
image showing 49 
Bathurst in the current 
confi rguation with open 
areas adjacency on four 
sides.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. 
City of Toronto Archives. 
Series 12, Folder 1967, 
Item 27.

1929
View of lower Bathurst Street from Fort York and 
the CNR /CPR lines to King Street West with 49 
Bathurst Street pictured beside Victoria Square.

Building Identifi ed with red overlay.

Metro Toronto Planning Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, Folder 1961, Item 43.
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579 Richmond St W
Independent Cloak Co., Ideal 
Knitting Mills Ltd.

King-Spadina 
Wellington Place
Bathurst Street

1913
Isadore Feldman
Independent Cloak Co. 
Manufacturing, Warehouse
Offi ce
Listed (2017)
Allied
Under Review
BDP Quadrangle (2021)

16m
5
600 GSM
3,000 GSM
20m x 33m
3.2m
0.29
4.3
86%

Alt. Building ID

Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use
Present Use
Heritage Desig.
Property
Redevelopment

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate
Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage
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579 RICHMOND ST W84 85RICHMOND STREET WEST

1914
February 6, 1914 - Fire on south side of 
Richmond Street near Bathurst Street

James Salmon Collection. City of Toronto 
Archives. Fonds 1231, Item 365.

The building was a mass of 
fl ames and there was not the 
slightest change of saving it - 
the Cloak Comany’s building 
was built recently, and until 
two weeks ago was not fully 
occupied.

Article. The Globe. February 26, 
1914, 1-2.

Construction on sites 579-585 
Richmond St. W

Goad. Atlas of the City of Toronto, 
Volume One . 1924, Plate 18. 

Existing conditions pre-
construction - perimeter 
residential with a midblock 
warehouse building.

Goad. Atlas of the City of Toronto, 
Volume One . 1913, Plate 18. 

1912

1914

1924

1913

Building Plans - Warehouse - 
Richmond Street West for the 
Independent Cloak Co.

Feldman, Isadore. City of Toronto 
Building Records. Intention to 
Designate, 141 Bathurst Street 
and 579 Richmond Street West, 
2021.

Development of a 
12-storey offi ce building 
with ground related retail 
under review - Existing 
Heritage Facade to 
Remain

BDP Quadrangle. 
Zoning Bylaw 
Amendment Application, 
21172654STE10OZ. City 
of Toronto. 2021.

1925

1970

1971

1971

1975

1991

2021

1948

Come and convince yourself of 
the comfort and convenience 
of heating your home with OIL. 
Witness a demonstration of the 
Holden-Morgan Automatic Oil 
Burner.

Advertisement. Holden-Morgan, 
Limited. The Globe. March 24, 
1925, 2.

Graduate Druggist or Registered 
Apprentice - Permanent, Good 
Salary, Good Working Conditions

Advertisement. L.K. Liggett 
Co. Ltd. The Globe and Mail. 
September 8, 1948, 28.

Advertisement. Monica 
Garment Co.. The Globe 
and Mail. January 17, 1970, 
49.

Liquidation sale.

Advertisement. Danbury 
Sales. The Globe and Mail. 
April 27, 1971, 36.

New Gallery, Co-op 
Artisits’ Studio

Art Calendar. The Globe 
and Mail. November 8, 
1975, 32.

Adjacent parcels as 
parking lots.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. 
City of Toronto Archives. 
Series 12, Folder 1971, 
Item 28.

View showing the new 
offi ce building adjacent to 
579 Richmond.

Toronto Historical Board 
Fonds. City of Toronto 
Archives. Fonds 2043, 
Series 2573, File 721, Box 
782010, Folio 43.



Queen Richmond Centre West

364 Richmond St W

Aikenhead Hardware 
Factory
King-Spadina 
Wellington Place
Peter Street

1913
Sproatt & Rolph
Aikenhead Hardware Co.
Manufacturing, 
Warehouse

Alt. Building ID

Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use

Present Use
Heritage Des.
Property
Redevelopment

Notes
• Rehabilitation, Sweeny & Co 

Architects (2015)
• Redevelopment with 370 

Richmond St W and 134 Peter 
St set a precedent for none 
destructive development 
practices as an alternative 
to facade preservation. 
Development by Michael Emory 
(Allied) with Darmont Sweeny 
(Sweeny & Co).

• Phase 2 currently in 
development off of Queen

Offi ce, Retail
Listed (2017)
Allied
-

18m
5
800 GSM
4,000 GSM
20m x 40m

3.6m
0.27
4.2
84%

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate

Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage
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QUEEN RICHMOND CENTRE WEST 91RICHMOND STREET WEST

Three houses observed on 
sites 366, 368, and 370 
prior to development.

Goad. Atlas of the City 
of Toronto, Volume One . 
1913, Plate 8. 

Development of mid block 
with buildings being built 
to front and rear property 
lines, with distinct narrow 
side setback lanes.

Goad. Atlas of the City 
of Toronto, Volume One . 
1924, Plate 8. 

1,000 Square feet-heated-
sprinklered

Advertisment. Samuel 
Osborn Limited. The Globe. 
January 8, 1932, 14.

Bankruptcy Act: Sale By Tender 
- Nesbitt Shoes Limited

Advertismen. The Globe and 
Mail. January 8, 1932, 14.

Climbing a fi re escape to 
a second-fl oor window, 
safe crackers entered a 
building, at 364 Richmond 
St. W. Saturday night- 

Article. The Globe and 
Mail. January 8, 1932, 14.

Toronto Developer to combine 
vintage industrial building with 
green offi ce tower by building 
the new on top of the old.

Article. The Globe and Mail. 
April 20, 2010, B7.

Design the defi es gravity-

Alex Bozikovic, Article. The 
Globe and Mail. December 12, 
2015,  GSM.

10 ton structural steel castings 
- soar seven storeys in height 
to create an elegant atrium 
space and they also provide the 
structural support for a further 
11 storey concrete structure.

Projects. Walters Group Inc. 
2014.

1913

1924

1932

1944

1967
Aerial photograph showing  
364 Richmond Street 
West fl anked by narrow 
lanes on east and west 
building faces.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. 
City of Toronto Archives. 
Series 12, Folder 1968, 
Item 28.

Alleyway, east side of Spadina 
Avenue north of Richmond 
Street.

Peter MacCallum Fonds. City of 
Toronto Archives. Fonds 1581, 
Series 466, Item 7.

Street photograph of 364 
Richmond Street West 
showing blade signage for Club 
Monaco Inc. at the main entry.

Toronto Historical Board Fonds. 
City of Toronto Archives. Fonds 
2043, Series 2573, File 722.

1971

1984

1991

2010

2015

2014

2008
This project proposes a 16 storey development of 
approximately 330,000 sqft. of offi ce space with a 
fi ve storey atrium linking two existing buildings.

Sweeny, Dermot. City of Toronto - Committee of 
Adjustment Application Package. 2008.



Gelber Building

217-225 Richmond St W

221 Richmond St W
King-Spadina 
Wellington Place
Duncan Street

1910
Louis S. Yolles
Gelber Brothers Ltd.
Manufacturing, Warehouse

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use

Present Use
Heritage Des.
Property
Redevelopment

Offi ce, Retail, Commercial
Listed (2017)
Allied
-

21m
6
1,030 GSM
6,180 GSM
27m x 38m

3.8m
0.22
5.9
100%

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate

Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage
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GELBER BUILDING96 97RICHMOND STREET WEST

Residential existing 
condition pre-
construction, labeled Lots 
5 to 1.

Goad. Atlas of the City 
of Toronto, Volume One . 
1910, Plate 5. 

Duncan St. Looking N. 
From S.S. Nelson St.

Dept. of Public Works, 
Former City of Toronto 
Fonds. City of Toronto 
Archives. Fonds 200, 
Series 372, Subseries 
58, Item 2378.

South east corner of 
building, on Duncan 
Street.

Richmond Street 
West Various, Toronto 
Historical Board 
Fonds. City of Toronto 
Archives. Fonds 2043, 
Series 2573, File 722, 
Box 782010, Folio 44.

Corner view of the 
Gelber Building.

Street Corner 
Photographs 1972, 
Toronto Planning Board 
Fonds. City of Toronto 
Archives. Fonds 2032, 
Series 841, File 52, 
Item 6.

Construction on sites 217 
and 218.

Goad. Atlas of the City 
of Toronto, Volume One . 
1913, Plate 5. 

Construction on sites 
221-227, labeled Gelber 
Building.

Goad. Atlas of the City 
of Toronto, Volume One . 
1924, Plate 5. 

Lease for part fl at 
available.

Advertisement. Primrose 
Cloak Co. The Globe. May 
21, 1927, 29.

Garments for sale - Stock 
on hand at all times.

Advertisement. Canadian 
Perfect Garment Company 
Ltd. The Globe. October 
29, 1934, 17.

Clothes for sale - Two 
short blocks west of 
University Avenue.

Advertisement. Ascot 
Clothes Limited. The 
Globe and Mail. October 
25, 1965, 9.

Art Metropole Walkup 
Headquarters

Bentley Mays, John. 
Article. The Globe and 
Mail. February  25, 
1984, E15.

Fluid Lounge - At 217 
Richmond St. W., the 
velvet ropes were up.

French, Serena. Article. 
The Globe and Mail. May 
4, 1995, D5.

1910

1913

1924

1927

1934

1995

1991

1984

1972

1965

1952
1991
Richmond Street West 
Various, Toronto Historical 
Board Fonds. City of Toronto 
Archives. Fonds 2043, Series 
2573, File 722, Box 782010, 
Folio 44.
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379 Adelaide Street West
Educational Book Co.
Gage Building
King-Spadina
Wellington Place
Spadina Avenue

1912
Burke, Horwood and White
William J. Gage Pub. Co.
Manufacturing, 
Warehouse

Alt. Building ID

Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use

Present Use
Heritage Des.
Property
Redevelopment

Notes
• Toronto b.p. 35679, 29 June 1912
• Lane access all sides
• Forms part of proposed project The Bridge
• Historically adjacent to Gurney Factory
• Connected to Spotify building, 80-82 

Spadina
• Currently in development, Allied and Sweeny
• Notice of Complete Application Issued, under 

review

Offi ce
Listed (2005), Designated (2020)
Allied REIT 
In Development
Sweeny & Co. Architects (2022)

22m
6
720 GSM
4,320 GSM
24 × 30m

3.7m
0.24
5.2
86%

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate

Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage
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379 ADELAIDE ST W

Authority:  Toronto and East York Community Council 
Item TE9.10, as adopted by City of Toronto Council on 
October 29 and 30, 2019

CITY OF TORONTO

BY-LAW 78-2020

To designate the property at 379 Adelaide Street West as being of cultural heritage value 
or interest.

Whereas the Ontario Heritage Act authorizes the Council of a municipality to enact by-laws to 
designate real property, including all buildings and structures thereon, to be of cultural heritage 
value or interest; and

Whereas authority was granted by Council to designate the property at 379 Adelaide Street West
as being of cultural heritage value or interest; and

104 105ADELAIDE STREET WEST

Building observed showing 
the amalgamation of fi ve 
residential plots 

Goad. Atlas of the City 
of Toronto, Volume One . 
1924, Plate 19. 

Pre-construction condition 
with light frame houses on 
Adelaide Street.

Goad. Atlas of the City 
of Toronto, Volume One . 
1910, Plate 19. 

Amalgamation of 
fi ve residential plots 
in preparation for 
development.

Goad. Atlas of the City 
of Toronto, Volume One . 
1913, Plate 19. 

2019

2020

2018

1992

1981

1967

1924

1910

1913

(at spadina)

Advertisement. Albert 
White Galleries. The Globe 
and Mail. October 14, 1967, 
21.

Made to Measure - For Offi ce 
Staff, Banks, Schools, Rotary 
Clubs, Real Estate, etc.

Advertisement. Irving 
Freeman & Co. The Globe 
and Mail. April 4, 1981, C11.

Established by authors and 
publishers, is now licensing 
the photocoping of copyright 
works by schools, business, 
copyshops, government and 
other users.

Advertisement. Cancopy. 
The Globe and Mail. July 20, 
1934, B3.

retention of - heritage 
properties at 96-104 
Spadina Avenue and 379 
Adelaide Street West with 
a structural mast proposed 
within the existing City-
owned public lane

Staff Report for Action. 
Community Planning, 
Toronto and East York 
District. April 16, 2018, 21.

To designate the property at 
379 Adelaide Street West 
as being of cultural heritage 
value or interest.

By-Law 78-2020. Toronto 
and East York Community 
Council. October 29, 2019.

The Bridge : 379 Adelaide 
West

Ext Hero for Allied REIT. Norm 
Li, Sweeny & Co Architects. 
April 29, 2020.

1993
National Button, 379 Adelaide Street 
- view of workshop & button cutting 
lathe

City of Toronto Archives. Fonds 1581, 
Series 466, Item 39 & 40.

Authority:  Toronto and East York Community Council 
Item TE9.10, as adopted by City of Toronto Council on 
October 29 and 30, 2019

CITY OF TORONTO

BY-LAW 78-2020

To designate the property at 379 Adelaide Street West as being of cultural heritage value 
or interest.

Whereas the Ontario Heritage Act authorizes the Council of a municipality to enact by-laws to
designate real property, including all buildings and structures thereon, to be of cultural heritage
value or interest; and

Whereas authority was granted by Council to designate the property at 379 Adelaide Street West
as being of cultural heritage value or interest; and



The Capital Building

366 Adelaide Street West

Hobberlin Building
King-Spadina 
Wellington Place
Spadina Avenue

1920
Louis S. Yolles
-
Manufacturing, 
Warehouse

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use

Present Use
Heritage Des.
Property
Redevelopment

Offi ce
Listed (2017)
Capital Buildings
-

27m
8
1,550 GSM
12,400 GSM
36m x 43m

3.3m
0.17 
5.7
71%

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate

Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage
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The Capital Building

366 Adelaide St W

Hobberlin Building
King-Spadina 
Wellington Place
Spadina Avenue

1920
Louis S. Yolles
Hugh C. MacLean Ltd.
Warehouse, Office, Showroom
Office

Listed (2005)
-
Static
-

22m
7
570 GSM

3,990 GSM

3.1m
15m x 38m
0.17
2.6
37%

-Low addition on south east
-Parking area on east
-Lane access

Alt. Building Name/Address

Neighbourhood

Official Neighbourhood

Cross Street

Built

Architect

Original Client

Original Use

Present Use

Heritage Designation

Property Owners/Managers

Development Status

Past Redevelopment

Building Height

Structural Storeys

Building Footprint

Floor Area

Floor-Floor Height

Floorplate Dimensions

Surface to Volume Ratio

Floor Area Ratio (FAR)

Site Coverage

Notes
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THE CAPITAL BUILDING 111ADELAIDE STREET WEST

Pre-construction condition 
with light frame houses on 
Adelaide Street.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1910, 
Plate 5. 

Hobberlin Building at 366 
Adelaide observed on the 
the fi re insurance plan with 
amalgomated lots and side 
lane setbacks. 

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1924, 
Plate 5. 

For Rent - will divide to suit 
tenants.

Advertisement. The Globe. 
October 14, 1920, 16.

Made-to-Measture Tailoring. 
151 Yonge St., and at Our 
Showrooms, 366 Adelaide St. 
West

Advertisement. Hobberlin 
Liminted. The Globe. January 
13, 1921, 7.

The New Hobberlin Building. 
One of the largest mill 
construction buildings in 
Toronto. Designed and built by 
Messrs. Youes and Rottenberg, 
Toronto.

Advertisement. Contract 
Record and Engineering 
Review. Canadian Lumberman. 
March 15, 1921, 66.

Advertisement by the Federal 
Building Corportion located at 
366 Adelaide St. West.

Advertisement. Federal 
Building Corp., Ltd. The Globe. 
March 16, 1923, 3.

Finest warehouse space in 
Toronto, 6,000 SQUARE FEET at 
very reasonable rental. Has the 
following features:

1.  Abosolute DAYLIGHT SPACE-
clear glass

2. Sprinkler system

3. 4 passenger and freight 
elevators.

4. 24-hour service.

5. Desireable neighbours.

Advertisement. Capital Building. 
The Globe. February 6, 1931, 6.

1913

1924

1923

1931

1967

1968

1972

1975

1978

1991

1920

1921
Minimal overshading from south 
due to parking lot and Charlotte 
Street adjacency.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, 
Folder 1967, Item 27.

Advertisement. Active Knitting 
Ltd. The Globe and Mail. April 3, 
1968, 36.

Plant Bankruptcy Auction

Advertisement. J. Spadafora 
& Co. Ltd. The Globe and Mail. 
January 6, 1972, 38.

-sheard bleached beaver with 
mink collar $795, Alaskan seal 
with mink collar, $595

Advertisement. Akropolis Furs. 
The Globe and Mail. October 27, 
1975, 34.

Esplin, Kathryn. Dance. The Globe 
and Mail. June 21, 1978, A9.

View of the Capital Building in 
the early 90s showing updated 
windows on south facade.

King-Spadina Area Survey, 
Toronto Historical Board Fonds. 
City of Toronto Archives. Fonds 
2043, Series 2573, File 1122, 
Box 782016, Folio 64.

1991
Status: rec. for listing 1991; deferred til 92

Toronto Historical Board Fonds. City of 
Toronto Archives. Fonds 2043, Series 
2573, File 21, Box 782000, Folio 41.



MacLean Building

345 Adelaide Street West

MacLean Daily Reports
King-Spadina 
Wellington Place
Charlotte Street

1914
George Gouinlock
Hugh C. MacLean Ltd.
Warehouse, Offi ce, Showroom
Offi ce
Listed (2005)
-
-

22m
7
570 GSM
3,990 GSM
3.1m
15m x 38m
0.26
2.6
37%

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use
Present Use
Heritage Desig.
Property
Redevelopment

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate
Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage
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MACLEAN BUILDING 117ADELAIDE STREET WEST

Fire insurance plan showing slow 
development on the future site of 
345 Adelaide.

Goad. Atlas of the City of Toronto, 
Volume One . 1884, Plate 5. 

Partial block development 
observed with the name J.R. 
Dickes noted on the vacant area.

Goad. Atlas of the City of Toronto, 
Volume One . 1903, Plate 5. 

Initial commercial buildings 
developing in the Adelaide-
Spadina area.

Goad. Atlas of the City of Toronto, 
Volume One . 1913, Plate 5. 

345 Adelaide developed to the 
property lines

Goad. Atlas of the City of Toronto, 
Volume One . 1924, Plate 5. 

Aerial photograph showing  345 
Adelaide Street West prior to 
addition of two storey volume to 
the south east.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, 
Folder 1947, Item 22b.

Aerial photograph showing  
345 Adelaide Street West 
prior to addition of two storey 
volume to the south east.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, 
Folder 1947, Item 22b.

-invites tender for the 
following assets of Joy Frocks 
Ltd., a retailer of ladies wear.

Legal Tenders. The Globe and 
Mail. November 19, 1973, S11.

Charlotte looking north-east to 
Adelaide

Toronto (Ont.). Planning and 
Development Dept. City of 
Toronto Archives. Fonds 200, 
Series 1465, File 51, Item 61.

Adelaide looking west to 
Charlotte

Toronto (Ont.). Planning and 
Development Dept. City of 
Toronto Archives. Fonds 200, 
Series 1465, File 51, Item 61.

1884

1903

1913

1924

1920

2004

2006
1947

1967

1973

1980s

If you want to know what that 
excavation is for - get the 
information from Maclean Daily 
Reports.

Advertisement. Maclean Daily 
Reports Limited. The Globe. May 
20, 1920, 8.

YYZ’s is not your average 
smoking room.

Advertisement. Maclean Daily 
Reports Limited. The Globe 
and Mail. June 12, 2004, M4.

Mr. Rubner joined the ranks of 
private investors, who quietly 
dominate Canada’s real estate 
markets.

Advertisement. Maclean Daily 
Reports Limited. The Globe 
and Mail. August 22, 2006, 
B8.

1991
Status: rec. for listing 1991; deferred til 92

Toronto Historical Board Fonds. City of 
Toronto Archives. Fonds 2043, Series 
2573, File 21, Box 782000, Folio 41.



Fremes Building

331-333 Adelaide Street West

333 Adelaide St
King-Spadina 
Wellington Place
Peter Street

1913
Langley & Howland
Simon Fremes
Manufacturing, 
Warehouse

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use

Present Use
Heritage Des.
Property
Redevelopment

Offi ce, Retail
Listed (2005)
Allied REIT
-

21m
6
405 GSM
2,430 GSM
9m x 45m

3.5m
0.36
6.0
100%

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate

Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage
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FREMES BUILDING 123ADELAIDE STREET WEST

1934
Post card. Valentine-Black Co. 
Ltd., 11 Duncan Street, Toronto. 
Printed in Great Britian

Fire insurance plan showing the 
block and context prior to urban 
commercial development.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1884, 
Plate 5. 

Fire insurance plan showing the 
introduction of large commercial 
buildings in the neighbourhood 
such as Ault & Wiborg Co. Ltd. to 
the south west.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1913, Plate 
5. 

Fire insurance plan showing 
311-333 Adelaide built to the lot 
lines.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1924, 
Plate 5. 

1884

1913

1924

1928

1928

$400 Fire Loss. Esple Printing 
Company at 331 Adelaide Street 
west - water damage to the 
building.

City News. The Globe. May 20, 
1920, 8.

Manufacturers of Quality 
Furs - 331 Adelaide St. W. at 
Peter St.

Better Living. Advertising 
Supplement to the Globe and 
Mail. November 30, 1979, 
BL22.

Aerial photograph showing  
333 Adelaide Street West 
with parking lots on adjacent 
properties.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, 
Folder 1969, Item 28.

Orthoimagery showing 
331-333 Adelaide 
remaining without adjacent 
development.

Toronto Maps. City of Toronto 
Survey and Mapping Services. 
2005.

View of 331-333 Adelaide 
from Charlotte St looking 
west showing the building 
with an advertisement for 
Coors Light on the west 
facade - the CN Tower visible 
to the south.

Google, “Streetview,” digital 
images. Google Maps. 2007.

Orthoimagery showing 331-
333 Adelaide adjacent to a 
newly constructed 16 storey 
Hilton.

2011 Orthoimagery, 
Toronto Maps. Geospatial 
Competency Centre. City of 
Toronto Survey and Mapping 
Services.

Corner of Peter Street and 
Adelaide Street, looking south-
west.

Toronto Planning Board Fonds. 
City of Toronto Archives. Fonds 
2032, Series 841, File 78, Item 1.

Photograph of 331-333 
Adelaide from Charlotte St 
looking west.

City of Toronto Archives. 
Series 1465, File 51, Item 
138.

331 Adelaide Street West : 
Fremes Building 

status: rec. for listing 1991; 
deferred til 92

Toronto Historical Board 
Fonds. City of Toronto 
Archives. Fonds 2043, Series 
2573, File 16.

1969

2005

2007

2011
1972

1980s

1991



Manufacturer’s Building

312 Adelaide Street West

-
King-Spadina 
Wellington Place
Widmer Street

1927
Baldwin and Greene
David Garfi nkel
Manufacturing, Warehouse

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use

Present Use
Heritage Des.
Property
Redevelopment

Offi ce
Listed (2017)
Allied REIT
-

26m
8
460 GSM
3,680 GSM
20m x 23m

3.3m
0.28
6.9
86%

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate

Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage

124 125



Notes
• Toronto b.p. 94440, 3 Nov. 1926
• Reference to drawings at City of Toronto Archives
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MANUFACTURER’S BUIDING 129ADELAIDE STREET WEST

Fire insurance plan showing 312-
320 Adelaide Street as being a 
series of masonry houses.

Goad. Atlas of the City of Toronto, 
Volume One . 1924, Plate 5. 

to sell-the estate of Little Lady 
Garment Co. 312 Adelaide St. W.

Advertisement. Butler & Co. 
Auctioneers. The Toronto Daily 
Star. November 13, 1931, 17.

Advertisement. Jay 
Garments. Toronto Daily Star. 
February 8, 1963, 40.

Advertisement. Toronto Star. 
June 20, 1984, B8.

status: King-Spadina Area 
Survey 1991 (properties not 
considered for listing...)

Toronto Historical Board 
Fonds. City of Toronto 
Archives. Fonds 2043, Series 
2573, File 1122.

Orthoimagery showing active 
construction sites both 
west and south east of 312 
Adelaide St W.

2012 Orthoimagery, 
Toronto Maps. Geospatial 
Competency Centre. City of 
Toronto Survey and Mapping 
Services.

Auction Sale of Paintings - 
“Pappas Brothers Galley of 
Fine Art” at “312 Adelaide St. 
W. Toronto.”

Advertisement. E. W. Woods 
& Company Limited. The 
Glove and Mail. July 7, 1971, 8.

Advertisement. Canadian Hosiery 
Manufacturing Co. The Toronto 
Daily Star. August 19, 1933, 26.

I was just getting into my car to 
rejoin my wife after leaving my 
offi ce at 312 Adelaide St. W. when 
the young offi cer came up to me 
and said: “follow that car and 
don’t dare lose it.”

The Globe and Mail. October 3, 
1946, 1, 5.

1924

1931

1933

1946

Aerial photograph showing 312 
Adelaide St. with no rooftop 
mechanical equipment.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City of 
Toronto Archives. Series 12, Folder 
1950, Item 22c.

Aerial photograph of 312 
Adelaide Street West with 
an oblique view of the south 
elevation. 

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, 
Folder 1969, Item 28.

1950

1969

1969

1969

1991

1991

1969

1991
Toronto Historical Board 
Fonds. City of Toronto 
Archives. Fonds 2043, Series 
2573, File 1122.



Toronto Hat Company

257 Adelaide St W

-
King-Spadina 
Wellington Place
Duncan Street

1856
Cumberland & Storm
Upper Canada College
Boarding House
Offi ce
Listed (2017)
Allied REIT
OPA Appeal 
Approved(2016)

23m
7
660 GSM
4,620 GSM
3.5m
20m x 33m
0.25
6.9
100%

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use
Present Use
Heritage Desig.
Property
Redevelopment

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate
Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage

Notes
• Adjacent buildings to east and south set back, 

providing egress path and daylight access
• Addition to front and rear in 1900s
• Two storey addition in 1990 (brick line visible)
• Forming part of historic Upper Canada College, 

Collegiate Bording House
• Addition (1900s)
• Addition (1990) to tech offi ce space

130 131
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TORONTO HAT COMPANY 135ADELAIDE STREET WEST

Upper Canada College (1831-
1891), boarding house, looking 
east from playground.

Baldwin Collection of Canadiana. 
Toronto Public Library, Digital 
Archive. PICTURES-R-2328.Aerial photograph of 257 

Adelaide Street West showing a 
shared rooftop with the building 
directly on the corner of Adelaide 
and Duncan.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, 
Folder 1947, Item 22C.

Aerial photograph showing 257 
Adelaide St W as remaining 
unchanged for ~60 years.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, 
Folder 1969, Item 28.

Aerial photograph showing 257 
Adelaide St W redeveloped 
including the addition of two 
storeys above the existing 5.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, 
Folder 1991, Item 50g.

Collegiate Boarding Houses 
identifi ed on the 1890 fi re 
insurance atlas.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1890, 
Plate 5. 

When the fi remen arrived the 
fi re, which had gained good 
headway, was foring its way 
speedily though the ceiling to 
the ground fl oor. With several 
streams of water pouring in it 
was soon subduedd, after which 
the fi re-fi ghters had no trouble 
in confi ning the fl ames-

Article. The Globe. August 8, 
1911, 8. 

257 Adelaide St W observed 
in the background of the 
photograph as being 4.5 
storeys tall.

James, H. Toronto Star 
Photograph Archive. May 10, 
1928. TSPA_0112898F.

Fire insurance plan showing 
the previous boarding houses 
built out to the property lines 
and adapted for manufacuring. 
Small lanes between to 
facilitate ground level loading 
as well as other fenestration 
benefi ts.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1913, 
Plate 5. 

Development west of and 
adjacent to 257 Adelaide 
indentifi ed as the Purman 
Building.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1924, 
Plate 5. 

The Stock, Plant, Machinery and 
Fixtures belonging to the Estate 
of Toronto hat Co., Ltd.

Advertisement. Suckling and Co 
Trade Auctioneers. The Globe. 
March 25, 1922, 14. 

1911

1913

1922

1924

1928

1980s

1964

1989

1999

1890

Corner photograph of 
Adelaide and Duncan looking 
south west.

City of Toronto Archives. 
Series 1465, File 51, Item 
104.

3,000 ft downtown space - 
$175 per mth., light 3 sides, 
frieght elevator, sprinklered.

Advertisement. The Globe 
and Mail. February 14, 1962, 
42.

sale of this 50,000 sq. ft. 
approved redevelopment 
project - addition of 20,000 
sq. ft. to the existing 
30,000 sq. ft. building for 
commercial condominuium 
use.

Advertisement. Royal 
LePage. The Globe and Mail. 
June 20, 1989, B17.

Use of building as offi ce 
space post-redevelopment.

Advertisement. Urban 
Strategies Inc. The Globe 
and Mail. June 20, 1989, 
B17.

1947

1969

1991



Canadian Magazine Building

200 Adelaide St W

-
King-Spadina 
Wellington Place
Simcoe Street

1913
Burke, Horwood and White
Saunders, Lorie & Co.
Manufacturing, Warehouse
Offi ce
Listed (2005)
Allied
-

20m
6
494 GSM
2,964 GSM
19m x 26m
3.6m
0.29
4.6
79%

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use
Present Use
Heritage Desig.
Property
Redevelopment

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate
Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage

Notes
• Toronto b.p. 2364, 11 March 1913
• Setback on east providing a lane and daylight 

access
• Renovation by Dunlop Farrow Aitken Architects 

(1983)
• 1983 renovation was reviewed by Canadian 

Architect magazine in the December 1983 
issue

137ADELAIDE STREET WEST
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CANADIAN MAGAZINE BUILDING 141ADELAIDE STREET WEST

Fire insurance plan showing 
the site, 200-206 Adelaide 
Street West, occupied with 
light frame construction.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1913, 
Plate 5. 

Fire insurance plan showing 
the site as fully developed with 
lane setbacks on the north and 
east.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1924, 
Plate 5. 

The Canadian Magazine has 
been published for 22 years, 
and is the leading literary 
magazine published in Canada. 
It should be in every home in 
the Dominion. Either the book 
or the magazine would make 
an ideal christmas gift, or 
you could have them sent to 
different addresses in Canada 
or England. 

If you want The Canadian 
Magazine sent to the United 
States add 50c for United 
States postage.

Advertisement. The Canadian 
Magazine. The Globe. 
November 20, 1915, 4.

Professionally renovated - 
suitable for any professional or 
business organization needing 
creative surroundings.

Advertisement. Young & Biggin. 
The Toronto Star. January 27, 
1977, D4.

Offi ce or Showroom Space - 
$9.75 net

Advertisement. The Globe and 
Mail. April 16, 1981, 64.

Additional architecture offi ce, 
Carruthers Shaw and Partners,  
working out of 200 Adelaide St W.

Advertisement. Carruthers Shaw 
and Partners Limited. The Globe 
and Mail. July 23, 1985, T19.

Dunlop Farrow Aitken: Architects, 
Engineers, Planners listed as 
occupants of 200 Adelaide St W. 

Excerpt. Consultants for planning 
and Facilities. Ontario: Ministry of 
Culture and Recreation. 1981.

For Effi cient and Economical 
heating, specify Daisy Hot 
Water Boilers and Viking 
Radiators and conserve the 
fuel for your country by this 
installation.

Advertisement. Warden King 
Limited. Sanitary Engineer, 
Plumber and Steamfi tter. 
February 1, 1918, 8.

1913

1924

1915
1977

1981

1985

1918

Aerial image showing 200 
Adelaide St adjacent to 
residential construction to the 
north and a large parking area 
south across Adelaide.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, 
Folder 1957, Item 150.

1957

1969
Aerial imagery showing 200 
Adelaide St W - identifi ed in yellow.

Metro Toronto Planning Department, 
Air Photos. City of Toronto Archives. 
Series 12, Folder 1969, Item 28.
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Empire Clothing Factory

197-205 Spadina Avenue

Hillman Building
King-Spadina 
Kensington-Chinatown
Phoebe Street

1923
Benjamin Brown
Empire Clothing Mfg.
Manufacturing, 
Warehouse

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use

Present Use
Heritage Des.
Property
Redevelopment

Offi ce
None
YAD Investments
-

23m
7
900 GSM
6,300 GSM
25m x 36m

3.5m
0.22
6.4
91%

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate

Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage

144 145



Notes
• C.R., xxxvii, 25 July 1923, 56; Toronto b.p. 

87010, 17 Feb. 1926
• Addition of seventh storey (1926)

147SPADINA AVENUE0 5 10 20 30 40
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1923-26
North Elevation and Cross Section. 
Benjamin Brown Fonds. Ontario Jewish 
Archive. Fonds 49, Series 3, File 94.



151SPADINA AVENUEEMPIRE CLOTHING FACTORY

1952
Baldwin Collection of Canadiana. 
Toronto Public Library, Digital 
Archive. 985-22-1

Dashing into the Empire 
Building 197 Spadina 
Avenue, about 2:30 
yesterday afternoon , two 
daring thugs sprang upon 
Arthur G. Turner, accountant 
for Sapera Brothers, on the 
sixth fl oor-

Article. The Globe. August 
27, 1934, 5.

Advertisement. Rosmary 
Garments. The Globe and 
Mail. 1947.

-hastily vacated a six-storey 
factory building at 197 
Spadina Ave when fi re broke 
out in the basement.

News. The Globe and Mail. 
January 25, 1950.

Toronto Real Estate News. 
The Globe. December 16, 
1922, 24x.

Empire Clothing Building, 
Spadina Ave., north east corner 
Phoebe St., Toronto, Ont.

Baldwin Collection of Canadiana. 
Toronto Public Library, Digital 
Archive. 985-22-2.

Advertisement. Etlin Cloak Co. 
Limited. The Globe Magazine. 
March 14, 1959, 44.

Day’s Building Permits 
Issued Reach Considerable 
High

-largest item was the 
construction of a six-storey 
brick factory-at a cost of 
$80,000

News. The Globe. August 
10, 1923, 10.

Fire of unknown origin broke 
out at 9.43 last night in 
a six-story brick building 
at 190 Spadina Avenue, 
resulting in loss by fi re, 
smoke, and water.

News. The Globe. April 24, 
1914, 13.

1934

1947

1950

1922 1952

1959

1959

1972

1981

1997

1923

1924

Aerial photograph showing an 
oblique view of 197 Spadina from 
the south.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, 
Folder 1959, Item 27.

Corner of Spadina Avenue and 
Phoebe Street, looking north-east

Toronto Planning Board Fonds. 
City of Toronto Archives. Fonds 
2032, Series 841, File 47, Item 
26.

Miracle on Spadina Avenue - 
Canada’s fi nest suitmaker now 
sells direct from the factory!

Advestisement. Shiffer Hillman. 
Toronto Star. November 27, 1981, 
C6.

Recent sculpture, painting, and 
installation by Heather Raymont, 
closing Sat.

Galleries. Toronto Star. 1997.



1923-26
Additions and alterations to building for the Empire 
Clothing Company at 197/199 Spadina Avenue

Elevation of Main Entrance Doorway, Section Thro 
Stairs Looking North. Benjamin Brown Fonds. 
Ontario Jewish Archive. Fonds 49, Series 3, File 94.



Signals Armories

185 Spadina Avenue

IBM Studios
King-Spadina 
Kensington-
Chinatown

Bulwer Street

1917
Herbert Charles Roberts
W.J. Keens Mfr. Co.
Manufacturing, 
Warehouse

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood

Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use

Present Use
Heritage Des.
Property
Redevelopment

Offi ce
None
Allied REIT
WTF (2000s)

23m
7
825 GSM
5,775 GSM
26m x 30m

3.5m
0.24
7.1
100%

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate

Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage

154 155
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SIGNALS ARMORY 159SPADINA AVENUE

Reference to 185 Spadina 
as the Langlois & Paradis 
Building.

Advertisement. The 
Repatriation Committee. The 
Globe. January 30, 1919.

For Sale - 6 storey factory 
type building and site at 185 
Spadina Avenue.

Advertisement. Crown Assets 
Disposal Corp. The Globe and 
Mail. April 27, 1927, 29.

Executive positions at 
Greenpeace Canada offi ce - 
185 Spadina Ave.

Report on Business - Careers. 
Greenpeace Canada. The Globe 
and Mail. April 19, 1995, B21.

185 Spadina observed 
adjacent to the Public School 
on Phoebe Street.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1924, 
Plate 8. 

Eight houses observed prior 
to lot consolidation and 
redevelopment.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1913, 
Plate 8. 

Arrived back at the building 
on Spadina, the men spent 
the afternoon on technical 
instruction, such as equipment 
and administration, and 
general lectures on such 
subjects as co-operation with 
the air force-

Advertisement. The 
Repatriation Committee. The 
Globe and Mail. October 17th, 
1939, 12.

The Signals Corps vacating 
their Spadina armouries.

Advertisement. Ward Price 
Limited Auctioneers. The Globe 
and Mail. March 18, 1947, 2.

Aerial photograph of 185 
Spadina showing the corner 
adjacency to the Public School.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, 
Folder 1956, Item 187.

1919

1967

1995

1924

1913

1939

1947

1956

1972

1990s

2004

2018

2019

Corner of Spadina Avenue and 
Phoebe Street, looking south-
east

Toronto Planning Board Fonds. 
City of Toronto Archives. Fonds 
2032, Series 841, File 47, Item 
25.

1988 Pontiac Grand Prix and 
1992-96 Ford Aerostar parked 
in front of the stained building.

Urban Design Photographs. 
City of Toronto Archives. Fonds 
200, Series 1465, File 51, Item 
75.

Building sold for $10,500,000 
at $188 per square foot

Advertisement. RealNet 
Canada Inc. The Globe and 
Mail. April 13, 2004, B12.

For Lease - Offi ce Space

Real Estate Listing. spacie. 

IBM offi ce, Toronto.

Vasyl Soloshchuk. IBM for 
Financial Services: Bringing the 
Best of FinTech to the Cloud. 
INSART. 2019.

1967
Signals Armory identifi ed with red overlay.

Metro Toronto Planning Department, Air 
Photos. City of Toronto Archives. Series 12, 
Folder 1967, Item 27.



Spadina Building

129 Spadina Avenue

124 Spadina
King-Spadina 
Wellington Place
Camden Street

1919
-
-
Manufacturing, Warehouse

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use

Present Use
Heritage Des.
Property
Redevelopment

Offi ce
Listed (2017)
YAD Investments
-

23m
7
865 GSM
6,055 GSM
27m x 32m

3.3m
0.22
6.1
87%

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate

Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage

160 161



Notes
• Plans for Benjamin Brown’s 1930 alterations at 

the Ontario Jewish Archives

SPADINA BUILDING 163SPADINA AVENUE0 5 10 20 30 40
m



SPADINA BUILDING 165SPADINA AVENUE

Six wooden houses observed 
prior to lot consolidation and 
redevelopment of 129.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1913, 
Plate 5. 

129 Spadina observed as 
constructed and labeled as the 
Spadina Building.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1924, 
Plate 5. 

1913

1924

to sell in detail, at the factory, 
129 Spadina Ave., Toronto, the 
stock and equipment belonging 
to the estate of A. Englander & 
Sons.

Advertisement. Butler & Co. 
Trade Auctioneers. The Globe. 
January 6, 1929, 10.

Advertisement. Klever Klad 
Dresses. The Globe and Mail. 
August 2, 1941, 21.

Advertisement. J. Spadafora 
& Co. Ltd. The Globe and Mail. 
June 18, 1962, 38.

Advertisement. Handbag 
Manufacturer and Importer. The 
Globe and Mail. September 12, 
1985, E12.

-64,465 Square Foot Vancant 
Offi ce Building

-Completely Retrofi tted

-Building Signage 
Opportunities

-Principals only please

Business Classifi ed. Ashlar 
Urban Realty Inc. The Glove and 
Mail. January 27, 2005, B10.

1929

1947

1962

1985

2005

1956

1966

1956

Aerial photograph of 129 
Spadina adjacent to buildings 
of similar scale and form.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, 
Folder 1956, Item 187.

Aerial photograph of 129 
Spadina adjacent to buildings 
of similar scale and form.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, 
Folder 1966, Item 44.

Advertisement. Creative 
Sportswear Co. The Globe 
Magazine. June 6, 1959, 23.

1972

1997

Corner of Spadina Avenue 
and Richmond Street, looking 
south-east

Toronto Planning Board Fonds. 
City of Toronto Archives. 
Fonds 2032, Series 841, File 
47, Item 34.

North-west corner of Spadina 
Avenue and Richmond Street, 
looking south-east.

Urban Design Photographs. 
City of Toronto Archives. 
Fonds 200, Series 1465, File 
51, Item 120.

1928
Spadina Avenue, looking north, from Adelaide 
Street, 2:45 p.m. (Traffi c Study Department)

Toronto Transit Commission Fonds. City of 
Toronto Archives. Fonds 16, Series 71, Item 5985.



Reading Building

116 Spadina Avenue

124 Spadina
King-Spadina 
Wellington Place
Camden Street

1925
Benjamin Brown
H. Greisman
Manufacturing, 
Warehouse

Offi ce
Listed (2017)
WTF Group
-

26m
8
729 GSM
5,830 GSM
27m x 27m
3.5m
0.22
7.9
98%

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use

Present Use
Heritage Desig.
Property
Redevelopment

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate
Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage

Notes
• Toronto b.p. 77115, 12 Jan. 1925
• Forms part of Brown’s collection of 

buildings at Spadina Ave and Adelaide 
St W

166 167SPADINA AVENUE
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READING BUILDING 171SPADINA AVENUE

1965
Metro Toronto Planning Department, 
Air Photos. City of Toronto Archives. 
Series 12, Folder 1965, Item 63.

1960
Gordon Mendly. Ontario Jewish Archive. 
Fonds 18, Series 3, File 53.

-fi re broke out in the upper fl oors of 
the seven-storey Reading Building 
at 116-124 Spadina Avenue, at 
Camden Street.

It was found that much of the 
damage had been caused by water. 

City News. The Globe. April 15, 
1929, 1.

Cloaks. Buyers’ Guide: Wholesale 
Only-Manufacturers to the Trade. 
The Globe. October 15, 1934, 17.

Nu-Mode Dress Co Ltd, 116 
Spadina Ave, Toronto.

Advertisement. Nu-Mode. The 
Globe and Mail. June 20, 1959, 
A4.

Leather & sheepskin coats and 
jackets - free matching gloves or 
mitts with purchase over $200.

Advertisement. T.O. Leather 
Fashions. Globe Television, The 
Globe and Mail. September 24, 
2001, 49.

116 Spadina Avenue : Reading 
Building, Max Haber, 1st fl oor, 
70 employees, 1 means of exit, 
showing front entrance on street.

Toronto Fire Dept. fi re prevention 
photographs. City of Toronto 
Archives. Fonds 200, Series 2513, 
File 145.

Calling all art-dealers. If 
you’re looking for a fi rst-rate 
contemporary Canadian sculptor, 
get to the YYZ Gallery, 116 Spadina 
Ave to see - Shirley Yanover

The Sundary Star. March 31, 1985, 
G2.

The Reading Building on the corner 
of Spadina and Camden adjacent 
to Tower Building.

Toronto Historical Board Fonds. 
City of Toronto Archives. Fonds 
2403, Series 2573, File 839.

Milano Leather Fashions, 116 
Spadina Avenue - ironing board

Peter MacCallum Fonds. City of 
Toronto Archives. Fonds 1581, 
Series 466, Item 37

Rear of Reading Building

Toronto (Ont.). Planning and 
Development Dept. City of Toronto 
Archives. Series 1465, File 51, 
Item 42.

Milano Leather Fashions 
showroom, 116 Spadina Avenue

Peter MacCallum Fonds. City of 
Toronto Archives. Fonds 1581, 
Series 466, Item 38

Corner of Spadina Avenue and 
Camden Street, looking south-
west.

Toronto Planning Board Fonds. 
City of Toronto Archives. Fonds 
2032, Series 841, File 63, Item 3.

Brian Boigon, Iconographic Crash 
at the YYZ gallery.

Art Calander, Downtown. The Globe 
and Mail. November 20, 1982, E9.

1929

1934

1959

2001

1950

1985

1991

1993

1998

1972

1982

1924
Site observered as still 
occupied by wooden buildings 
in 1924.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1924, 
Plate 18. 



A.E. Rae Building

93-99 Spadina Avenue

Holiday Building, 93 Spadina Avenue
King-Spadina 
Wellington Place
Oxley Street

1906
-
-
Warehouse, Offi ce
Offi ce
Listed (2017)
Allied
Addition (2003)

25m
7
814 GSM

5,698 GSM

3.8m
22m x 37m
0.23
6.9
100%

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use
Present Use
Heritage Desig.
Property
Redevelopment

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate
Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage

Notes
• Two storey addition on top by Smycorp and 

David Chard (2003)

172 173HISTORICAL TALL WOOD TORONTO
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A.E. RAE BUILDING176 177SPADINA AVENUE

1910

1917

1959

1972

1975

1991

2001

2003

Building observered as constructed 
to midway down Oxley Street.

Goad. Atlas of the City of Toronto, 
Volume One . 1910, Plate 5. 

The fi re, which was of unknown 
origin, broke out in a rubbish pile 
on the third storey and the heated 
started the sprinklers. - Before the 
fi remen arrived to turn off the water 
it had soaked through the fl oors 
below and badly damaged the 
goods, chiefl y whitewear.

The Globe. January 22, 1917,  8.

Advertisement. Holiday Knitwear. 
The Globe Magazine. August 1, 
1959, 43.

-insurance companies interested to 
sell by auction, in lots to suite the 
Trade, at our salesroom - the salvage 
caused by the sprinklers at the 
factory of the Dresses Ltd. 93-99 
Spadina Avenue.

Auction Sales. Suckling & Co. The 
Globe. January 25, 1917,  13.

1923

1930

Spadina South to Adelaide in the 
middle of the track allowance in the 
blvd. on Spadina. 

Toronto Transit Commision Fonds. 
City of Toronto Archives. Fonds 16, 
Series 71, Item 2329.

The Spadina Avenue fi re had been 
almost overcome by sprinklers 
when the reels arrived. It was on 
the premises of Dresses Limited, on 
the street fl oor, and had started in a 
waste-paper press.

City News. The Globe. July 31, 1930.

Corner of Spadina Avenue and 
Oxley Street, looking east

Toronto Planning Board Fonds. 
City of Toronto Archives. Fonds 
2032, Series 841, File 63, Item 
10.

Bus stop at Spadina and 
Adelaide with 93-99 Spadina 
in the background with Holidary 
Knitwear advertisement on the 
side.

[between 1975 and 1983]

City of Toronto Archives. Fonds 
200, Series 1465, File 752, Item 
2.

Commercial Auctions. The Globe 
and Mail. October 14, 1991, A9.

Carefully restored the building - 
[and] added two fl oors of offi ce 
space.

99 Spadina, Development. Chard 
Development Ltd. Accessed 
2024.

Sold for $10,775,000 at $207/
SF.

Advertisement. RealNet Canada 
Inc. The Globe and Mail. October 
14, 2003.

1906
Artistic representation of 93-99 
Spadina that embelishes the scale of 
the building.

Advertisement. A. E. Rea & Co. Limited. 
The Globe Toronto. June 14, 1906, 12.



W. J. Gage Building

80-82 Spadina Avenue

Gage Building
King-Spadina 
Wellington Place
Adelaide St W

1905
C. J. Gibson
William J. Gage
Manufacturing, 
Warehouse

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use

Present Use
Heritage Des.
Property
Redevelopment

Offi ce, Retail
Listed (2005)
Allied
-

20m
5
1,950 GSM
9,750 GSM
33m x 59m

4.4m
0.19
4.3
86%

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate

Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage

178 179
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1893 1973

1975

1983

1910

1924

1928

1949

1954

Site observed as for commerical 
wood yard and coal shed use.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1910, 
Plate 19. 

Silently adds, subtracts, multiples, 
divides.

Advertisement. Albert White. The 
Globe and Mail. May 25, 1973, 2.

For lowest factory prices and free 
delivery on futons in Toronto-

Advertisement. Futon & Duvet Co. 
Broadcast Week Magazine - The 
Globe and Mail Weekend Edition. 
June 11, 1983, 65.

West side of Spadina Avenue, north 
of Oxley Street

[between 1975 and 1983]

City of Toronto Archives. Fonds 
200, Series 1465, File 752, Item 5.

80-82 Spadina developed with 
lane access provided on all 
sides.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1910, 
Plate 19. 

80-82 Spadina observed as 
connected with the newly 
constructed 379 Adelaide 
Street West.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1924, 
Plate 19. 

West side Spadina Avenue, King 
to Adelaide streets - asphalt 
and bitulithic pavement.

Dept. of Public Works 
Photographs. City of Toronto 
Archives. Fonds 200, Series 
372, Subseries 58, Item 1203.

Fireman - About 50 years of 
age, to care for heating boiler 
as well as odd jobs, including 
4 hours watchman’s shift on 
Sundays.

Advertisements. W.J. Gage & 
Co. Ltd. The Globe and Mail. 
March 29, 1949, 27.

82 Spadina in the middle of 
the photograph with Gage 
prominently painted on the 
corner pier.

Salmon, James V. Baldwin 
Collection of Canadiana. 
Toronto Public Library. 
PICTURES-R-5623.

J.B. Clothes, 80 Spadina Avenue.

Peter MacCallum Fonds. City of 
Toronto Archives. Fonds 1581, 
Series 466, Item 30.

Toronto Historical Board Fonds. 
City of Tononto Archives. Fonds 
2043, Series 2573, File 837.

1992

1991

1983
Hybrid construction observed with a steel 
lintel at the window head.

Peter MacCallum Fonds. City of Toronto 
Archives. Fonds 1581, Series 466, Item 19.



Business Systems Building

40-46 Spadina Avenue

Systems Building
King-Spadina 
Wellington Place
Wellington St W

1907
Burke, Horwood and White
Business Systems Ltd.
Manufacturing, Warehouse, 
Institutional

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use

Present Use
Heritage Des.
Property
Redevelopment

Offi ce
Listed (2016)
Capital Buildings
OPA + Rezoning (2022)
Wallman Architects

18m
5
1,050 GSM
5,250 GSM
33m x 59m

3.6m
0.25
3.0
-

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate

Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage

184 185



Notes
• Built in a series of phases/additions
• Irregular lot shape
• 2022 - 28 storey tower proposal by Wallman 

Architects currently being reviewed by the City

BUSINESS SYSTEMS BUILDING186 187SPADINA AVENUE



BUSINESS SYSTEMS BUILDING

1907
Business Systems Commercial 
School, strictly the fi rst school, 
decidedly the only school giving 
a complete course of Modern 
Loose Leaf Accounting.

-In our new rooms in the new 
Systems Building we can at 
once accomodate two hundred 
energetic, ambitions students.

Advertisement. Business 
Systems Commercial School, 
Limited. The Globe. September 
21, 1907, 14.

Proof reader linotype operators 
required for night work in 
a progressive advertising 
typographic plant.

Advertisement. Lino Comp. The 
Globe and Mail. May 2, 1967, 43.

Choreographer Martine O’Leary 
presents Digita, at Damn 
Straight, 46 Spadina Ave.

Deirdre Kelly. Article. The Globe 
and Mail. January 27, 1995, E8.

[Proposed] redevelopment of 
the site with a 30-storey mixed-
use building with retail at-grade 
along Spadina Avenue and 550 
dwelling units above.

East Elevation. Wallman 
Architects. Supporting 
Documentation, City of Toronto 
Offi cial Plan and Zoning By-law 
Amendment Application. July, 
2022, 1/A4.02.

189SPADINA AVENUE

1905

1910

1949

1950

1913

1967
One single larger Spadina estate 
house observed on the Business 
Systems Building site prior to re-
development.

Goad. Atlas of the City of Toronto, 
Volume One . 1910, Plate 19. 

Phase one of the Business 
Systrems building observed on 
the fi re insurance plan of 1910.

Goad. Atlas of the City of Toronto, 
Volume One . 1910, Plate 19. 

Photograph up Spadina Ave with 
the Business Systems School 
pictured on the left.

City of Toronto Archives. Fonds 
200, Series 1465, File 119, Item 
125.

Aerial image showing 40-46 
Spadina Ave adjacent to houses 
to the north and south.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, 
Folder 1950, Item 22b.

Phase one of construction 
visible through the trees across 
Clarence Park.

City of Toronto Archives. Fonds 
200, Series 372, Subseries 52, 
Item 198.

Aerial photograph showing the 
parapet line between the two 
phases of construction.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, 
Folder 1967, Item 27.

1972

1972

1995

2022

1991

Photograph showing the new- 
adjacent Shell gas station on 
the Corner of Spadina Ave and 
Wellington St

Toronto Planning Board Fonds. 
City of Toronto Archives. Fonds 
2032, Series 841, File 63, Item 
17.

Front and Wellington streets, 
looking west from Spadina 
Avenue.

[between 1980 and 1990]

City of Toronto Archives. Fonds 
200, Series 1465, File 395, Item 
19.

Status: rec. for listing 1991; 
deferred til 92.

City of Toronto Archives. Fonds 
2043, Series 2573, File 835.

1941
Construction of phase two observed with 
the new three storey southern addition.

Dept. of Public Works Photographs. City 
of Toronto Archives. Fonds 200, Series 
372, Subseries 33, Item 754.
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Canadian Kodak Building

590 King Street West

Toronto Terminal Warehouse
King Adelaide Centre
King-Spadina 
Wellington Place
Portland Street

1901
Chadwick and Beckett
Canadian Kodak Co.
Manufacturing, 
Warehouse

Alt. Building ID

Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use

Present Use
Heritage Des.
Property
Redevelopment

Notes
• Toronto b.p. 79, 14 Nov. 1901
• Proposed alterations for the property at 

582 King Street West, including 590 and 
592 King Street West and 471 and 473 
Adelaide Street West (2020)

Offi ce, Retail
Designated (2020)
YAD Investments
In Development
KFA Architects (2022)

20m
7
865 GSM
6,055 GSM
27m x 32m

3.3m
0.21
6.1
87%

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate

Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage
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CANADIAN KODAK BUILDING 197KING STREET WEST

1909-1917
King Street premises, 588 King Street 
West, Toronto, frontal view, 1901-1917.

Toronto Metropolitian University 
Archives & Special Collections. 
2005.001.3.260.004.

1903

1899

1910

1924

1920s

1920s

1926

1927

1967

1973

2017

1901

Fire insurance plan showing the 
fi rst phase of development on 
lots 590-592 King St W with a 
substantial lane shared with the 
corner building.

Goad. Atlas of the City of Toronto, 
Volume One . 1903, Plate 19. 

Fire insurance plan showing fi rst 
phase sites as vacant.

Goad. Atlas of the City of Toronto, 
Volume One . 1899, Plate 19. 

Fire insurance plan showing the 
second phase of development on 
lots 582-586 King St W.

Goad. Atlas of the City of Toronto, 
Volume One . 1910, Plate 19. 

Fire insurance plan showing 473 
Adelaide St W constructed north 
of and adjacent to 590 King.

Goad. Atlas of the City of Toronto, 
Volume One . 1924, Plate 19. 

473 Adelaide Street West, 1920s

Figure. Heritage Imapact 
Assessment, 590 King Street 
West & 471-473 Adelaide Street 
West, GBCA Architects. 2017.

582-592 King Street West, 1920s

Figure. Heritage Imapact 
Assessment, 590 King Street 
West & 471-473 Adelaide Street 
West, GBCA Architects. 2017.

View of 473 Adelaide pictured with 
water towers visible atop 473 and 
the adjacent 590 King St W.

Toronto Metropolitian University 
Archives & Special Collections. 
2005.001.3.260.012.

-the old terminal warehouse 
buildings, two of which front on 
King street west, and the thrid on 
Adelaide street. Recently owned 
by the Canadian Kodak Company 
Limited, they have just been 
purchsed by Ontario Silk Knit 
Limited for $250,000.

Big Deal on King Street. The Toronto 
Daily Star. December 9, 1927, 8.

Permit granted to Mr. Canadian 
Kodac Co. To erect a four storey 
stone + brick factory. Near 
Portland St on King St.

Cost of Building $30,000.00

Building Permit No. 79. Intention 
to Designate, Ontario Heritage Act 
- 582 King Street West. Heritage 
Preservation Services, City of 
Toronto. 2020.

Aerial photograph showing the 
saw tooth roof accross the three 
rooftops.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City of 
Toronto Archives. Series 12, Folder 
1967, Item 27.

1973 photograph showing the 
alterations undertaken by Silknit 
which relocated the door, removed 
the original door and many of the 
decorative stone elements.

Figure 23. Intention to Designate, 
Ontario Heritage Act - 582 King 
Street West. Heritage Preservation 
Services. City of Toronto Archives.

King + Adelaide Centre

A000 Coverpage, Appendix 
I Development Drawings and 
Shadow Studies. 590 King 
Street West & 471-473 Adelaide 
Street West - Heritage Impact 
Assessment KFA architects + 
planners inc. 2017.



Gurney Stove Works

500-522 King St W

Gurney’s Stove Foundry
King-Spadina 
Wellington Place
Brant Street

1870
Harper and Son
Jamieson and Carroll
E.C. Gurney & Co.
Manufacturing, Warehouse
Offi ce, Retail
Listed (2001)
Allied
-

15m
5
2,990 GSM
14,950 GSM
3.5m
16m x 60m L
0.38
2.0
40%

Notes
• Calculations for 15m Building 
• Site Coverage includes 12m building
• Two remaining building from Gurney complex
• Four storey building to east = 15m
• Three storey building to west = 12m
• Redevelopment in 2000/2001

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect

Original Client
Original Use
Present Use
Heritage Desig.
Property
Redevelopment

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate
Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage
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GURNEY STOVE WORKS 205KING STREET WEST

1870 2005

2009

2012

2014

1889

1900

Gurney (E. & C.) Stove 
Manufacturers, factory, 
King Street West, north 
side, between Brant St. & 
Spadina Avenue

Baldwin Collection of 
Canadiana. Toronto Public 
Library. PICTURES-R-6472.

Construction on 19 & 
23 Brant Street, north 
of the Gurney Stove 
Works.

2005 Orthoimagery, 
Toronto Maps. 
Geospatial 
Competency Centre. 
City of Toronto Survey 
and Mapping Services.

19 & 23 Brant Street 
residential buildings 
with adjoining court 
observed as complete.

2009 Orthoimagery, 
Toronto Maps. 
Geospatial 
Competency Centre. 
City of Toronto Survey 
and Mapping Services.

Aerial imagery showing 
399 Adelaide under 
construction and 478 
King completed.

2012 Orthoimagery, 
Toronto Maps. 
Geospatial 
Competency Centre. 
City of Toronto Survey 
and Mapping Services.

Aerial imagery showing 
the mid block courtyard 
as being fully enclosed.

2012 Orthoimagery, 
Toronto Maps. 
Geospatial 
Competency Centre. 
City of Toronto Survey 
and Mapping Services.

Corner view of King 
Street West and Brant 
Street with the newly 
constructed 19 Brant 
St visile behind.

Google, “Streetview,” 
digital images. Google 
Maps. 2009.

Corner view of King 
Street West and Brant 
Street with the public 
realm corner activated 
with an outdoor patio.

Google, “Streetview,” 
digital images. Google 
Maps. 2014.

1889 insurance plan 
showing detailed layout of 
the Gurney facility.

Goad. Insurance Plan of the 
City of Toronto, Volume One. 
1889, Plate 61. 

The Warrier Wood Furnace - 
Manucatured by The Gurney 
Foundry Company, Limited, 
Toronto, Winnipeg and 
Vancouver.

Baldwin Collection of 
Canadiana. Toronto Public 
Library. CA-1900-WARRIOR-
SB.

1924

1956

Fire insurance plan showing 
the Gurney Factory prior to 
surrounding commercial 
development along Adelaide 
and Spadina.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1924, 
Plate 19. 

Aerial photograph showing 
the Gurney Stove Works 
block prior to demolition of 
the low-rise portion.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 
12, Folder 1956, Item 187.

1992
Aerial photograph showing 
the Gurney Stove Works 
block prior to redevelopment. 

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 
12, Folder 1992, Item 50g.

1927
King Street looking north west from 
Spadina Avenue.

Toronto Transit Comission Fonds. 
City of Toronto Archives. Fonds 16, 
Series  71, Item 4812.



Hart Building

489 King St W

KING Toronto
R G Long & Co.
King-Spadina 
Wellington Place
Brant Street

1918
-
Robert G. Long
Manufacturing, Warehouse
-
Listed (2015)
Allied, Westbank
In Construction
Bjarke Ingels Group

16m
5
525 GSM

2,625 GSM

3.4m
15 × 35
0.34
4.8
95%

Notes
• Toronto b.p. 14327, 3 Jan. 1918
• Partial demolition, 2020
• Allied entered into a joint arrangement with 

Westbank to develop KING Toronto. As part of 
the arrangement, Allied sold a 50% undivided 
interest to Westbank. KING Toronto is comprised 
of the following properties: 489 King W, 495 
King W, 499 King W, 511-529 King W, 533 King 
W, 539 King W. (Annual Information Form, Allied 
2021)

Alt. Building ID

Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use
Present Use
Heritage Desig.
Property
Redevelopment

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate
Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage
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HART BUILDING

Attachment 6:  Zoning

211KING STREET WEST

1913

1924

1920
1984

2013

2014

1927

1954

1956

Fire insurance plan showing the 
site adjacent to 485 King St W 
built to the rear of the site and 
west along the rear property line.

Goad. Atlas of the City of Toronto, 
Volume One . 1913, Plate 19. 

Fire insurance plan showing 
489 King St W nested within 
the footprint of 485 King St with 
amble access provided to the rear 
and small west side yard.

Goad. Atlas of the City of Toronto, 
Volume One . 1924, Plate 19. 

The quality and workmanship 
used in a washing machine is of 
scarcely less importance than its 
mechanical features. Torontonians, 
or interested parties from outside 
the city, are codially invited to visit 
our factory at 489 King Street 
West and see our machines in the 
process of construction.

Advertisement. Nineteen Hunder 
Washer Company. The Globe. 
October 14, 1920, 50.

Advertisement, Entertainment. 
Studio 302. The Globe and Mail. 
October 13, 1920, 50.

Zoning, City of Toronto By-law 
438-86. 489-499 King Street 
West - Zoning Amendment 
Application - Preliminary 
Report. August 8, 2013, 15.

Sweeny Sterling Finlayson & 
Co Architects initial proposal 
amalgomating multiple sites.

North Elevation. 489-499 
King Street West - Zoning 
Amendment Application - 
Preliminary Report. August 8, 
2013, 13.

Updated development by 
Sweeny which indicates an 
incorporation of the existing 
building and notes a glazed 
guardrail on the rooftop tarrance 
on 489 King St W.

Proposed North Elevation. 
Attachment 5. TE34.14 - Staff 
Report - 489 King Street West. 
City of Toronto. 2014.

Menzies & Company. 489 King 
St W. Beccoline - The Universal 
Adhesive. Glueine - Liquid Offi ce 
Paste. Glitter Wax - The Clean 
Modelling Material.

Advertisement. Menzies & 
Company, Federation of British 
Industries (FBI). The Globe. August 
30, 1927.

-Syd Mathews & Partners, General 
Business Consultants, at 489 
King Street West, Toronto.

The Globe and Mail. June 4, 1954, 
26.

Advertisement. Dunley Shirt Co. 
The Globe and Mail. June 4, 1954, 
26.

1967
Aerial photograph showing 489 
King St W adjacent to both the 
Gurney Factory and Dominion 
Paper Box.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, 
Folder 1967, Item 27.

2022
Retained From Heritage Elevation. King 
West. 489 - 539 King Street West, Toronto, 
On Issued for Rezoning. Design Architect 
- Bjarke Ingels Group, Architect of Record 
- Diamond Schmitt Architects. Rezoning 
Application. City of Toronto. 2022



Dominion Paper Box Co.

469 King St W

-
King-Spadina 
Wellington Place
Brant Street

1903
G.W. Gouinlock
Dominion Paper Box Co.
Manufacturing, 
Warehouse

Offi ce, Retail
Listed (1973)
Allied
-

18m
5
1,380 GSM
6,900 GSM
18m x 70m
4.0m
0.25
2.7
55%

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use

Present Use
Heritage Desig.
Property
Redevelopment

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate
Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage

Notes
• Toronto b.p. 724, 9 Feb. 1903
• J Francis Brown (1905 Addition)
• Toronto b.p. 1197, 21 June 1905
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DOMINION PAPER BOX CO. 217KING STREET WEST

1899

1903

1924

1907

Fire insurance plan showing 
the large site with a small 
wooden building in the north 
east.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1899, 
Plate 19. 

Fire insurance plan showing 
the Dominion Paper Box 
building with lanes down 
both sides. 

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1903, 
Plate 19. 

Fire insurance plan 
showing the footprint of the 
Dominion Paper Box building 
increasing, with a wider front 
and rear.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1924, 
Plate 19. 

Factory to cost $10,000

Engineering and Contract 
Record. Volume 17, 19. 1907. 

1946

1956

1967

1992

1971

Unusual Opportunity for 
Young Steady Man to Train 
as Automatic Machine 
Adjuster - Permanent All Year 
Employment

Advertisement. Dominion 
Paper Box Co. The Globe and 
Mail. 1946.

-toy manufacturers has 
purchased the Dominion 
Paper Box building at 469 
King St. W.

The Globe and Mail. October 
27, 1956, 14.

Aerial image showing 469 
King St W surrounded by 
buidlings of the same general 
scale and form.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 
12, Folder 1967, Item 27.

Aerial image showing 469 
King prior to installation 
of rooftop mechanical 
equipment.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 
12, Folder 1992, Item 50g.

Ideal Fur Co. Ltd. in Detailed 
Lots by Auction on Thurs. 
Nov. 11, at 11 a.m. at 469 King 
St. W., Toronto.

Advertisement. Danbury 
Sales. The Globe and Mail. 
October 30, 1971, 12.

1950s
Dominion Paper Box Co.

[ 195-?]

Alexandra Studio Fonds. City of Toronto 
Archives. Fonds 1257, Series 1057, Item 616.



Samuel and Benjamin Building
468 King St W

-
King-Spadina	
Wellington Place
Spadina Avenue

1908
Burke and Horwood
Samuel, Benjamin & Co.
Manufacturing, 
Warehouse

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use

Present Use
Heritage Des.
Property
Redevelopment

Office
Listed (2005)
Allied
Rezoning (2023) Morris Adjmi 
Architects + Dialog

22m
7
1,050 GSM
7,350 GSM
30m x 35m

3.4m
0.22
6.2
88%

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate

Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage
	

218 219



Notes
• Major building renovation 

(1999)
• Zoning By-law Amendment 

for a 23-storey under review 
(2022)
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1899

1903

1924

Fire insurance plan showing 
Ontario Cabinet Works as 
occupying the site.

Goad. Atlas of the City of Toronto, 
Volume One . 1899, Plate 19. 

Fire insurance plan showing site 
as developed prior to construction 
of the Samual and Benjamin 
Building.

Goad. Atlas of the City of Toronto, 
Volume One . 1903, Plate 19. 

Fire insurance plan showing 468 
King St W with changes to the rear 
of the building.

Goad. Atlas of the City of Toronto, 
Volume One . 1924, Plate 19. 

1912

1929

1956

1954

1992

2022

1990-1996

Seventy thousand dollars’ damage 
was done Saturday morning by 
a fi re at the building at 468 King 
street west. - It was discovered 
about 3 o’clock, and threatened 
the destruction of the Falconer 
House and the Gurney Foundry.

Article. The Globe. June 10, 1912, 
9.

Send 2c. for free sample, to 
Campana Corporation Ltd., 468 
King St. W., Toronto.

Advertisement. Campana’s Italian 
Balm. The Globe. July 16, 1929, 
16.

Aerial image showing the side and 
rear yards being used for vehicle 
parking/storage.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City of 
Toronto Archives. Series 12, Folder 
1956, Item 187.

Richardson House, King Street 
West, northwest corner Spadina 
Avenue

Salmon, James V., Baldwin 
Collection of Canadiana. 
Toronto Public Library Archives. 
PICTURES-R-5623. 

Aerial image showing the 468 King 
with a high roof membrane contrast 
from side to side.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City of 
Toronto Archives. Series 12, Folder 
1992, Item 50g.

North elevation with new and old 
glazing, a steel fi re escape, and 
mechanical ducts.

10.2 - 468 King Street West. 
Heritage Impact Assessment. ERA 
Architects Inc. February, 2022, 27.

View looking west towards the King 
and Spadina intersection.

City of Toronto Archives. Series 
1465, Folder 569, Item 7.

2-South Elevation Key, A-401, 
King and Spadina Assembly. Morris 
Adjmi Archiects, Dialog. City of 
Toronto. 2022.

BDP Quadrangle. Zoning Bylaw 
Amendment Application, 
21172654STE10OZ. City of 
Toronto. 2021.

1955
Experienced man required to 
handle customer telephone 
business.

Advertisement. Samuel, Son and 
Company Ltd. The Globe. July 16, 
1929, 16.

1900-1920
Looking west to the corner of King Street West 
and Spadina Avenue
Alexander W. Galbraith Fonds. City of Toronto 
Archives. Fonds 1568, Folder 1568, Item 282.



Toronto Pharmacal Building

Krangle Building +
445-455 King St W

-
King-Spadina	
Wellington Place
Spadina Ave

1904
455, J. Francis Brown
Toronto Pharmacal Co.
Manufacturing, Warehouse
Office, Retail
Listed (2015)
Allied
-

18m
5
480 GSM

2,400 GSM

14m x 36m
4.0m
0.32
4.3
87%

Notes
•	 445 and 455 operating as a pair
•	 Calculations are for 445 King
•	 455 King, Toronto b.p. 994, 4 Aug. 1904

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use
Present Use
Heritage Desig.
Property
Redevelopment

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate
Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage
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KRANGLE BUILDING + TORONTO PHARMACAL BUILDING228 229KING STREET WEST

1904

1906

1907

J.F. Brown, architect, is preparing 
plans for a four storey factory to be 
built by the Toronto Pharmacol Co. 
at 453 King street West.

Toroto, Montreal and Winnipeg. 
Canadian Contract Record. Vol.15, 
No.17. June 8, 1904, 4.

Carter-Crume Company - new 
premesis at 445 and 447 King.

Markets and Market Notes, Toroto, 
Montreal and Winnipeg. The 
Canadian Grocer. Vol.XX, No.25. 
June 29, 1906, 40

It appears that the fi re started on 
the top fl oor, which was occupied 
by the Carter Crume Company, 
manufacturers of counter check 
books, and the cause is ascribed to 
a defective electric wire.

While the fl ames were mostly 
confi ned to the top fl oor, 
cosiderable damage was sustained 
on the other two fl oors from water.

Local news. The Globe. September 
30, 1907, 9.

1903

1910

1924

Fire insurance plan showing light 
frame buildings on the sit adjacent 
to the Toronto Lithography Co.

Goad. Atlas of the City of Toronto, 
Volume One . 1903, Plate 19. 

Fire insurance plan showing 445-
447 King West as constructed with 
development on a portion of the 
455 site.

Goad. Atlas of the City of Toronto, 
Volume One . 1910, Plate 19. 

Fire insurance plan showing sites 
fully developed with no side lane 
setbacks. Lane access is provided 
to the west of 455 King.

Goad. Atlas of the City of Toronto, 
Volume One . 1924, Plate 19. 

1959

1969

1972

1984

1984

2020

Aerial image showing 445-455 
King Street West overshadowing a 
portion of King Street.

Metro Toronto Planning Department, 
Air Photos. City of Toronto Archives. 
Series 12, Folder 1959, Item 24.

Advertisement. Griffi n House. The 
Globe and Mail. November 29, 
1969, 40.

King and Spadina street corner 
photograph with 445-455 pictured 
in the background.

Toronto Planning Board, Street 
Corner Photographs. City of Toronto 
Archives. Fonds 2032, Series 841, 
Folder 63, Item 15.

455 King Street West Toronto

A unique fashion and art experience 
ready to wear and couture.

Advertisement. Fashionart, 
Ruth Dukas. The Globe and Mail. 
December 11, 1984, F12.

Crush Win Bar, 455 King St. W.

Et Cetera, Review. The Globe and 
Mail. April 16, 2009, R2.

Google, “Streetview,” digital images. 
Google Maps. 2020.

1928
Damage by water.
City News. The Globe. December 18, 1928, 13.



431 King St W

425-439 King St W
King-Spadina 
Wellington Place
Spadina Avenue

1908, 1913 (Addition)
Burke, Horwood and White
-
Manufacturing, Warehouse

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use

Present Use
Heritage Des.
Property
Redevelopment

Notes
• Toronto b.p. 9787, 4 Jan. 1908
• Toronto b.p.1773, 20 Jan. 1913 

(Addition)
• Built in three phases
• Deep fl oor plate with light + air well

Offi ce, Retail
Listed (2005)
Allied
-

25m
7
1,360 GSM
9,520 GSM
37m x 38m

3.8m
0.19
6.7
95%

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate

Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage

Samuel Building

230 231
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SAMUEL BUILDING 235KING STREET WEST

1903

1913

1924

1913-1920

1918

1996

1989

2018

1908

Fire insurance plan showing the 
site as being used as a coal and 
wood yard.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1903, 
Plate 19. 

Fire insurance plan showing 
half of the Samuel Building 
constructed.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1913, 
Plate 19. 

Fire insurance plan 
identifying the Samuel Bldg.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1924, 
Plate 19. 

Photograph taken while the 
west phase of construction 
is underway. Five storeys 
observed.

[between 1900 and 1920]

Alexander W. Galbraith Fonds. 
City of Toronto Archives. Fonds 
1568, Item 282.

439 King Street West, Toronto

Advertisement. The A.C. Gilbert-
Menzies Co., Limited. Hardware 
and Metal. June 8, 1918, 19.

The old-fashioned fl oor lamp 
suspended from the ceiling 
at Mercer Union-

Mackay, Gillian. Visual 
Arts. The Globe and Mail. 
September 19, 1996, C16.

The old-fashioned fl oor lamp 
suspended from the ceiling 
at Mercer Union-

Mackay, Gillian. Visual 
Arts. The Globe and Mail. 
September 19, 1996, C16.

Google, “Streetview,” digital 
images. Google Maps. 2018.

-imposing and substantial 
structure - the storeys fi ve in 
number, the material pressed 
for the front and walls, mill 
construction.

Late News Note. The Canadian 
Engineer. January 10, 1908, 44.

1959

1947

Aerial image showing 439 
King Street West on the 
Corner of King and Spadina 
casting shadows further 
than adjacent buildings.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 
12, Folder 1959, Item 24.

Aerial image showing 439 
King Street West with four 
cores and a light well clearly 
visible.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 
12, Folder 1947, Item 22b.

1972
Corner of Spadina Avenue and King Street, looking 
south-west
Toronto Planning Board Fonds. City of Toronto 
Archives. Fonds 2032, Series 841, File 63, Item 15.
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82 Peter Street
19 Charlotte
King-Spadina
Wellington Place
Adelaide St W

1923
Sproatt & Rolph
Ault & Wiborg Co.
Warehouse, Garage

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use

Present Use
Heritage Des.
Property
Redevelopment

Offi ce, Retail
Listed (2017)
Allied REIT
Pre-Construction
Hariri Pontarini Architects

20m
6
990 GSM
4,950 GSM
28m x 44m

3.6m
0.26
3.7
61%

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate

Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage



82 PETER STREET

Notes
• Bridge connection with 19 Charlotte St (Curry, 

Sproatt & Rolph)
• Addition of three storeys between 1953-56
• See 33 Storey Hariri Pontarini Architects Proposal
• (388 King StreetWest and 82 Peter Street -Zoning 

Amendment–Final Report, 2013)

241DOWNTOWN0 5 10 20 30 40
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1897

82 PETER STREET 243DOWNTOWN

1913

1924

1947

1953

1963

1949

1995

1999

2013

Fire insurance plan showing the 
site as vacant and adjacent to 
The Shedden Company - cartage 
agents and forwarders for the 
Grand Trunk Railway.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1913, Plate 
5. 

Fire insurance plan showing 19 
Charlotte Street constructed 
behind the 82 Peter Street site.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1924, 
Plate 5. 

Aerial image showing 82 Peter 
with 50% site coverage built to 
the front property line.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, 
Folder 1947, Item 22b.

Aerial image showing a 
rear addition casting a long 
shadow on the lower front 
roof.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 
12, Folder 1953, Item 187.

Aerial image showing the 
addition of 3 additional 
storeys on the front portion 
of 82 Peter.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 
12, Folder 1963, Item 30.

Advertisement. The Ault and 
Wilborg Co. The Globe and Mail. 
September 10, 1949, 43.

An offi ce/manufacturing 
building of over 50,000 s.f. 
with much parking is for 
sale for under $50 p.s.f. The 
current owner will lease back 
the top three fl oors, leaving 
the rest of the property for 
an user/investor.

Advertisement. CB 
Commercial. The Globe and 
Mail. October 3, 1995, B19.

Over the past 11 years, Allied 
has redeveloped, leased and 
brought back to market a 
number of old factories and 
warehouses

Southworth. The Globe and 
Mail. June 22, 1999, B16.

33-storey offi ce building 
containing commercial uses 
at grade. The building will 
have a total height of 141.30 
metres (146.30 metres to 
the top of the mechanical 
penthouse) and will contain 
256 parking spaces.

East Elevation, 388 
King Street West and 
82 Peter Street - Zoning 
Amendment – Final Report. 
Hariri Pontarini Architects. 
Rezoning Application. City of 
Toronto. 2013

Makers of Inks for Letterpress, 
Steelplate, Copperplate and 
Lithography.

Louis Sebradt. Poster. The Ault & 
Wilborg Company. 1897.

1949
Peter Street north from south side of King Street.
Dept. of Public Works photographs. Toronto 
Planning Board Fonds. City of Toronto Archives. 
Fonds 200, Series 372, Subseries 58, Item 1961.



Caplin Building

30 Duncan Street

30-34 Duncan St
King-Spadina 
Wellington Place
Nelson Street
(Formerly Pearl St)

1926
Benjamin Brown
H. Greisman
Warehouse, Factory
Offi ce
Listed (2017)
Greenwin
-

27m
8
790 GSM
6,320 GSM
3.6m
24m x 34m
0.22
7.5
93%

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use
Present Use
Heritage Desig.
Property
Redevelopment

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floor-Floor Height
Floorplate
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage

Notes
• Toronto b.p. 82873, 11 Aug. 1925
• Built on newly vacated Upper Canada 

College grounds

245DOWNTOWN
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30 DUNCAN STREET 249DOWNTOWN

1899

1903

1924

1953

1967

1958

1902

1972

1988

1990

1991

1991-98

Fire insurance plan showing 
Upper Canada College 
interupting Duncan Street.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One. 1899, 
Plate 5.

Fire insurance plan showing 
Duncan Street continuing 
through the former Upper 
Canada College grounds with a 
building identifi ed as Telfer Mfg. 
Co.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1903, 
Plate 5. 

Fire insurance plan showing 
the Telfer Mfg building with an 
addition on the west.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1924, 
Plate 5. 

Aerial image showing 30 
Duncan with a clear roof 
- showing no mechanical 
equipment.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, 
Folder 1953, Item 187.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. 
City of Toronto Archives. 
Series 12, Folder 1967, 
Item 187.

Two-storey brick factory, corner 
Duncan street and Pearl.

Canadian Contract Record. April 
9, 1902, 6.

Sew Your Own - Dress Planned 
Especially for Flower Prints

Advance Pattern Co. of Canada 
Ltd. The Globe and Mail. March 
27, 1958, 19.

Corner of Duncan St and 
Nelson St.

Toronto Planning 
Board, Street Corner 
Photographs. City of 
Toronto Archives. Fonds 
2032, Series 841, File 52, 
Item 11.

26 Duncan Street, looking 
north to Nelson Street

City of Toronto Archives. 
Fonds 200, Series 1465, 
File 345, Item 8.

Cold City Gallery - 
installation by Brian Scott

Gazette. March 30, 1990, 
31.

Photograph of 30 
Duncan’s east building 
face, from Nelson street.

City of Toronto Archives. 
Fonds 2043, Series 
2573, File 1126. 

30-34 Duncan Street

[between 1980 and 1998]

City of Toronto Archives. 
Fonds 200, Series 1465, 
File 51, Item 132.

1952
Duncan Street looking north from Nelson Street.
Dept. of Public Works photographs. Toronto 
Planning Board Fonds. City of Toronto Archives. 
Fonds 200, Series 372, Subseries 58, Item 2378.



Model Knitting Company 

179 John Street

-
Grange 
Kensington-Chinatown
Stephanie Street

1928
Benjamin Swartz
Model Knitting Company
Manufacturing, Warehouse
Offi ce
None
Allied
-

28m
8
910 GSM
7,280 GSM
3.7m
26m x 35m
0.21
6.2
77%

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use
Present Use
Heritage Desig.
Property
Redevelopment

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floor-Floor Height
Floorplate
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage

Notes
• Toronto b.p. B 771, 14 Aug. 1928
• (Addition)Toronto b.p. 12798, 25 Nov. 1929
• Toronto Star, 15 Aug. 1930, 26, illus.
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179 JOHN ST 255DOWNTOWN

1924

1929

1946

1956

1966

Fire insurance plan showing 
the Public Baths east of the 
site prior to demolition of the 
wooden homes.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One. 1924, 
Plate 8.

Model Knitting Company, 179 
John Street, has applied to 
the City Architect for a permit 
to erect a factory to cost 
$20,000.

The Globe. April 15, 1929, 21.

Good Salary - Steady Work

Advertisement. Model Knitting 
Mills. The Globe and Mail. 
Novemeber 20, 1949, 23.

179 John St. Suite 302.

Advertisement. Jane Corkin 
Gallery. The Toronto Star. August 
6, 1998, G11.

Streetview of 179 John looking 
northwest up John Street from 
north of Cayley Lane.

Google, “Streetview,” digital 
images. Google Maps. 
September, 2023.

Aerial image showing the site 
on north west corner prior to 
redevelopment and clearing 
of small scale residential 
buildings.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, 
Folder 1956, Item 187.

Aerial image showing the 
site on north west corner as 
cleared.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, 
Folder 1966, Item 44.

1988

1998

2023

1979-91

1972

1969

Looking north to Grange Park

[between 1982 and 1986]

City of Toronto Archives. Fonds 
200, Series 1465, File 392, Item 
13.

Photographic view looking north 
east towards Grange Park from 
the rooftop of 171 John Street - 
Quality Knitting Building.

[between 1979 and 1991]

City of Toronto Archives. Fonds 
200, Series 1465, File 527, Item 
26.

Corner of John Street and 
Stephanie Street, looking south-
east

City of Toronto Archives. Fonds 
2032, Series 841, File 41, Item 
20.

Aerial image showing Gallery 
Tower at 50 Stephanie Street 
being constructed.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, 
Folder 1969, Item 28.

1930
Fine Loft Building - a structure having a 90-
foot frontage and a depth of 113 feet of mill 
and steel construction with mastic fl oors.
Real Estate. The Toronto Daily Star. August 
15, 1930, 26.



Notes
• Tallest by digitial measure of the 42 HTWT 

subject buildings
• J. Wilson Gray (1910 Alterations)
• Low addition on rear not included in calculations
• Timber components encapsulated within lower 

commercial fl oors

256 257DOWNTOWN

Heinztman Hall

193 Yonge Street

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use
Present Use
Heritage Des.
Property
Redevelopment

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate
Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage

J.F. Brown Furniture
City Hall
Downtown Yonge East
Queen Street

1903
Henry Simpson
J.F. Brown Furniture Co.
Retail, Warehouse, Residence
Offi ce, Retail
Designated Part IV
Allied
-

34m
8
600 GSM
4,800 GSM
20m x 30m
4.3m
0.27
5.0
63%
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193 YONGE STREET 261DOWNTOWN

Business Premises, Yonge Street, Toronto. Henry Simpson, Architect

Supplement to Canadian Architect and Builder. October 1903.

Left - Heintzman and Company Pianos - Loew’s Theatre - Scholes 
Hotel - Sterling Tailors.
E.L. Ruddy Company Fonds. City of Toronto Archives. Fonds 1488, 
Series 1230, Item 3604.

1903

1929-30



193 YONGE STREET 263DOWNTOWN

1903 1929

1935-37

1956

1970

19841924

1913

1912

Fire insurance plan 
showing the site as 
occupied with a plurality 
of structures.

Goad. Atlas of the City 
of Toronto, Volume One. 
1903, Plate 10.

Yonge Street, north, from 
Queen Street, traffi c, noon - 1 
p.m. (Executive Department)

Toronto Transit Commission 
Fonds. City of Toronto 
Archives. Fonds 16, Series 71, 
Item 7171. August 31, 1929. 

Loew’s Theatre

[between 1935 and 1937]

E.L. Ruddy Company Fonds. 
City of Toronto Archives. 
Fonds 1488, Series 1230, 
Item 1098.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, 
Folder 1956, Item 187.

Photograph showing 193 
Yonge  beside the Canadian 
Imperial Bank of Commerce.

Ellis Wiley Fonds.  City of 
Toronto Archives. Fonds 124, 
File 2, Item 67. February 1970. 

The J.F. Brown Ltd. 
property, later Heintzman 
Hall at 193 Yonge Street is 
recommended for designation 
for architectural reasons. 
Designed in 1903 by the 
prominent Toronto Architect 
Henry Simson. - It was 
altererd in 1910 by architect, 
John Wilson Gray, for 
Theodore Heintzman Comany 
Limited.

The Globe and Mail. March 6, 
1984,  GSM.

Fire insurance plan 
identifying Heintzman 
& Co. as the building 
owner/occupant and 
showing Loews Theatre 
as wrapping down 191 
Yonge and behind 193 
Yonge.

Goad. Atlas of the City 
of Toronto, Volume One. 
1903, Plate 10.

Fire insurance plan 
showing the 193 to 
195 amalgomated and 
developed.

Goad. Atlas of the City 
of Toronto, Volume One. 
1913, Plate 10.

Ionic Design

Advertisement. 
Heintzman & Co. Limited. 
1912.

J.F. Brown Furniture 
Company - intended to 
erect an eight-storey 
furniture store and 
warehouse.

Canadian Contract 
Record. May 13, 1903, 4.

1935-37
Loew’s Theatre 
E.L. Ruddy Company Fonds. City of Toronto 
Archives. Fonds 1488, Series 1230, Item 
1097.



Macmillan Company

70 Bond Street

St. Martin’s House
Downtown-Yonge
Downtown Yonge East
Dundas St E

1910
Denison and Stephenson
The Macmillan Co.
Warehouse, Offi ce
Offi ce
None
York Heritage
Addition (1959)

20m
6
510 GSM
3,060 GSM
3.6m
15m x 34m
0.32
1.9
-

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use
Present Use
Heritage Desig.
Property
Redevelopment

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floor-Floor Height
Floorplate
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage

Notes
• Relation w/building to north

264 265DOWNTOWN
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70 BOND ST 269DOWNTOWN

1909

1919

Fourth Floor, Plans of 
Proposed New Storey, 
Bond Street Toronto, 
For the Macmillan Co of 
Canada Ltd. Denison & 
Stephenson Architects 
Toronto. City of Toronto 
Archives. Fonds 200, 
Series 410, File 1734.

The timely arrival of the 
downtown hose section of 
the Fire Department at 70 
Bond street on Saturday 
afternoon adverted what 
might have proved a 
serious blaze.

The Globe. May 5, 1919, 9.

1903

1913

Fire insurance plan 
showing the large site with 
a single house and shed 
with indicated use by W.F. 
Maclean.

Goad. Atlas of the City 
of Toronto, Volume One. 
1903, Plate 10.

Fire insurance plan 
showing the Macmillan Co 
of Canada Ltd at 70 Bond.

Goad. Atlas of the City 
of Toronto, Volume One. 
1913, Plate 10.

1929

1969

1972

2021

unkown

St. Michael’s Cathedral, 
northeast corner of Shuter and 
Bond streets

James Salmon Collection. City 
of Toronto Archives. Fonds 1231, 
Item 88.

Aerial image showing 70 Bond 
accross the street from St. 
Michael’s Cathedral.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, 
Folder 1969, Item 29.

Corner of Bond Street and 
Shuter Street, looking south-
east.

Toronto Planning Board Fonds. 
City of Toronto Archives. Fonds 
2032, Series 841, File 13, Item 
28.

Streetview of 70 Bond.

Google, “Streetview,” digital 
images. Google Maps. 
September, 2021.

70 Bond Street, Files, Macmillan 
Company of Canada. Modernist 
Archives Publishing Project.

1909
City of Toronto Archives. Fonds 
200, Series 410, File 1734.



156 Front St W
160 Front West
Union 
Yonge-Bay Corridor
Simcoe Street

1904
Burke and Horwood
Robert Simpson Co.
Manufacturing, Warehouse
-
Designated (2006)
Former - York Heritage
In Construction
Cadillac Fairview Tower

27m
7
1,710 GSM
11,970 GSM
4.2m
24 × 76
0.19
6.4
92%

Notes
• Existing building demolished, facade remains

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use
Present Use
Heritage Desig.
Property
Redevelopment

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floor-Floor Height
Floorplate
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage

270 271DOWNTOWN



156 FRONT STREET 273DOWNTOWN0 5 10 20 30 40
m

1903

1924

1965

1956

1912

1916

1983

1986

2023

2014

Fire insurance plan showing 
vacant land behind the Grand 
Union Hotel at Simco and Front 
Street.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One. 1903, 
Plate 2.

Fire insurance plan showing 
Front Street as built developed 
to the property extents with lane 
access on all sides.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One. 1924, 
Plate 2.

Barclay Hotel, Front Street West 
and Simcoe Street

Ellis Wiley Fonds. City of Toronto 
Archives. Fonds 124, File 1, Item 
149. July 14, 1965. 

Aerial image showing 156 Front 
adjacent to many railways lines 
and sidings to the west and 
south.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, 
Folder 1956, Item 187.

Grand Union Hotel, Toronto, 
Can.

Postcard. International 
Stationery Co., Picton 
Canada. Baldwin Collection 
of Canadiana. Toronto Public 
Library Archives. PC_3682.

Advertisement. The Toronto 
Railway Company. The Globe. 
June 14, 1916, 13.

Experts from the following 
departments will be at our 
Toronto Galleries Friday 
January 28 to appraise 
and discuss property for 
sale this spring. - Sotheby 
Park Bernet Inc, 156 Front 
Street West.

Advertisement. The Globe 
and Mail. January 19, 
1983, 8.

Photograph of 156 Front 
Street  taken from the 
corner of University and 
Front, looking northwest.

City of Toronto Archives. 
Fonds 200, Series 1465, 
File 429, Item 44.

Streetview of 160 Front 
from Simco and Front 
looking northeast.

Google, “Streetview,” 
digital images. Google 
Maps. September, 2023.

The proposed  
development would have 
an overall non-residential 
gross fl oor area of 
approximately 126,570 
square metres, an overall 
building height of 265 
metres, and a proposed 
density of 21.7 times the 
lot area. The proposal 
will provide 370 parking 
spaces within 4 levels of 
underground parking.

South Elevation, 156-174 
Front St West and 43-51 
Simcoe Street - Zoning 
Amendment Application 
– Final Report. Cadillac 
Fairview. Rezoning 
Application. City of 
Toronto. 2014.



1969
142-144 and 156 Front Street identifi ed with red.

Metro Toronto Planning Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, Folder 1969, Item 28.



Maher Building

142-144 Front St W

144-146 Front St
Union 
Yonge-Bay Corridor
University Avenue

1903
Symons and Rae
Lowndes Co. Ltd.
Manufacturing, 
Warehouse

Offi ce, Retail
Designated (2006)
-
-

32m
8
1,990 GSM

15,920 GSM

4.3m
27m x 76m
0.16
6.6
83%

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use

Present Use
Heritage Des.
Property
Redevelopment

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floor-Floor Height
Floorplate
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage

Notes
• Second tallest by digital measure of the 42 

HTWT subject buildings - second to 193 
Yonge Street

• Toronto b.p. 715, 4 Feb. 1903
• Addition (1908)
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142-144 FRONT STREET

1903

1903

1929

1972

1980s

1983

1937

1950

1899

Fire insurance plan showing 
142-144 Front as developed 
with a lane down the west 
facade.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One. 1903, 
Plate 3.

View of 142-144 Front Street 
looking accross passenger 
cars on the Grand Trunk 
Railway lines at Union Station.

Alan Howard Fonds. City of 
Toronto Archives. Fonds 1548, 
Series 393, Item 18430.

West from Royal York

142-144 Front Street in 
foreground.

Dept. of Public Works 
Photographs. City of Toronto 
Archives. Fonds 200, Series 
372, Subseries 79, Item 409. 
April 22, 1929.

Toronto Planning Board 
Fonds. City of Toronto 
Archives. Fonds 2032, 
Series 841, File 62, Item 8.

Front and University

[198-]

City of Toronto Archives. 
Fonds 200, Series 1465, 
File 23, Item 1.

University looking north 
from Front

City of Toronto Archives. 
Fonds 200, Series 1465, 
File 607, Item 1.

Corner of University Avenue 
and Front Street, looking 
north-west

Toronto Planning Board 
Fonds. City of Toronto 
Archives. Fonds 2032, 
Series 841, File 63, Item 32.

Photograph of 142-144 Front 
Street front the east side of 
the extended University Ave.
E.L. Ruddy Company Fonds. 
City of Toronto Archives. 
Fonds 1488, Series 1230, 
Item 5278.

Photograph looking north up 
University Ave from Front 
Street.
City of Toronto Archives. 
Series 380, Item 131.

Fire insurance plan showing 
the old Union Station at Simco 
and Front accross the street 
from Palace Private Hotel.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One. 1899, 
Plate 3.

281DOWNTOWN

1969
Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. 
City of Toronto Archives. 
Series 12, Folder 1969, 
Item 28.

1929
142-144 Front Street with the Royal York 
Hotel in the background.

Globe and Mail Fonds. City of Toronto 
Archives. Fonds 1266, Item 15890.
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204-210 King St E

185 Frederick Street , 
Autodesk, 206 King E

St. Lawrence
Moss Park
Frederick Street

1901
George Miller
Adams Brothers
Warehouse
Offi ce
Designated (1985)
Allied
-

25m
7
1,535 GSM
10,745 GSM
27m x 40m
3.8m
0.18
5.8
83%

Alt. Building ID

Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use
Present Use
Heritage Desig.
Property
Redevelopment

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate
Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage

Adams Brothers Harness 

Manufacturing Company Ltd.

Notes
• Toronto b.p. 159, 10 April 1901
• 204, 210, 214 King amalgamated into single 

property
• 214 King not included in calculations
• FAR & Site Coverage based on theoretical 

property lines which exclude 214 King.
• Addition (1955)
• Infi ll (1966)
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pg

1953

1961

1966

Authority:  Toronto and East York Community Council
Item TE7.13, as adopted by City of Toronto Council on 
July 16, 17, 18 and 19, 2007

CITY OF TORONTO

BY-LAW 507-2019

To designate the property at 214 King Street East (including the property formerly known 
as 204 King Street East and 185 Frederick Street) as being of cultural heritage value or 
interest.

Whereas the Ontario Heritage Act authorizes the Council of a municipality to enact by-laws to 
designate real property, including all buildings and structures thereon, to be of cultural heritage 
value or interest; and

Whereas authority was granted by Council to designate the property at 214 King Street East as 
being of cultural heritage value or interest; and

Whereas the Council of the City of Toronto has caused Notice of Intention to be provided in 
accordance with the requirements under the Ontario Heritage Act; and

Whereas no notice of objection was served upon the Clerk of the municipality; and

Whereas the reasons for designation are set out in Schedule A to this by-law;

The Council of the City of Toronto enacts:

h i S i l l d ib d i S h d l h d

204-210 KING ST E

pg

Authority: Toronto and East York Community Council
Item TE7.13, as adopted by City of Toronto Council on 
July 16, 17, 18 and 19, 2007

CITY OF TORONTO

BY-LAW 507-2019

To designate the property at 214 King Street East (including the property formerly known 
as 204 King Street East and 185 Frederick Street) as being of cultural heritage value or 
interest.

Whereas the Ontario Heritage Act authorizes the Council of a municipality to enact by-laws to
designate real property, including all buildings and structures thereon, to be of cultural heritage
value or interest; and

Whereas authority was granted by Council to designate the property at 214 King Street East as 
being of cultural heritage value or interest; and

Whereas the Council of the City of Toronto has caused Notice of Intention to be provided in 
accordance with the requirements under the Ontario Heritage Act; and

Whereas no notice of objection was served upon the Clerk of the municipality; and

Whereas the reasons for designation are set out in Schedule A to this by-law;

The Council of the City of Toronto enacts:

h i S i l l d ib d i S h d l h d

Aerial series showing the process of addition 
and infi ll of 204 and 210 King St E.

Process identifi ed with red overlay.

Metro Toronto Planning Department, Air Photos. 
City of Toronto Archives. Series 12, Folder 1953, 
1961, 1966, Item 187, Item 26, Item 27.
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1971

2007

2010

2016

2019

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, 
Folder 1971, Item 30.

View of corner showing 
contruction on the adjcent lot 
to the north.

Google, “Streetview,” digital 
images. Google Maps. 
September, 2007.

View of the front entrance 
to 210 King Street with 
Autodesk signage observed 
above the entry.

Google, “Streetview,” digital 
images. Google Maps. May, 
2016.

Designatation givien jointly 
to 204, 210, and 214 King 
Street West under Part IV of 
the Ontario Heritage Act.

Enacted and Passed By-Law 
507-2019: 2007.TE7.13. City 
of Toronto. May 1, 2019.

Figure 4. - structural framing

Attar, Prabhu, Glueck, Khan. 
210 King Street: A Dataset 
for Integrated Performance 
Assessment. Autodesk 
Research, Carleton Immersive 
Media Studio. April, 2010.

1903

1924

1925

1916

1917

Fire insurance plan showing 
the corner site at King St 
E and Frederick St prior to 
redevelopment.

Goad. Atlas of the City of Toronto, 
Volume One. 1903, Plate 29.

Fire insurance plan showing the 
corner site built to the street 
edge along King and Frederick 
Street.

Goad. Atlas of the City of Toronto, 
Volume One. 1924, Plate 29.

Lilac Vegetal Toilet Water.

Advertisement. Parfumerie Ed 
Pinaud. The Globe. November 2, 
1925, 9.

preparatory to the erection of a 
factory for Adams Brothers  - 
204 King Street East

Canadian Contract Record. 
August 9, 1916, 45.

Adams Brothers Harness 
Manufacturing Company, 204 
King E., contemplate the erection 
of an addition to their factory.

Contracts Department. Canadian 
Contract Record. November 28, 
1917, 36.



3 Church Street
5 Church St
Old Toronto
St Lawrence-East 
Bayfront-The Islands

The Esplanade

1912
J. Francis Brown
H.P. Eckhardt & Co.
Warehouse

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood

Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use

Present Use
Heritage Des.
Property
Redevelopment

Offi ce
None
York Heritage
-

24m
7
995 GSM
6,965 GSM
30m x 30m

3.7m
0.16
6.5
93%

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate

Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage
 



3 CHURCH ST

Notes
• Toronto b.p. 35596, 27 June 1912
• Aligned with old shoreline
• Restoration (1985)
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3 CHURCH ST

1910 1975

1977

1981

1981

1981

1913

1930

1947

1972

Fire insurance plan 
showing the site prior to 
redevelopment.

Atlas of the City of Toronto, 
Volume One . 1910, Plate 4. 

Perspective view showing 3 
Church prior to cleaning of 
the masonry.

Harvey R. Naylor Fonds. City 
of Toronto Archives. Fonds 
1526, File 8, Item 48.

Document identifying the 
Ontario NDP as occupants of 
3 Church Street.

Letter. Legislative Assembly 
of the Province of Ontatio. 
Appendix E.

Advertisement. Canadian 
Time Sharing Inc. The Globe 
and Mail. September 30th, 
1981. pg. B2.

Lebensold Affl eck Nichol 
Hughes Arch, Stephan 
Bolliger Associates Ltd., 
Matsui, Baer, Vanstone & 
Freeman

Consultants for Planning and 
Facilities. Ontario, Ministry 
of Culture and Recreation. 
September 30th, 1981.

Looking south on Church 
Street towards The 
Esplanade. 

City of Toronto Archives. 
Fonds 1465, File 100, Item 
2.

Corner of Church and 
Esplanade developed to the 
lot lines with a lane to provide 
access on three sides.

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1913, 
Plate 4. 

-on Friday, April 25th at 
King’s Warehouse, 3 Church 
St. Toronto.

Public Notice, National 
Revenue, Customs Division. 
The Globe. April 12, 1930, 
25.

Aerial photograph showing 
the old harbour berth south 
of the Esplanade as fi lled but 
undeveloped.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 
12, Folder 1947, Item 22c.

Corner of Church St. and The 
Esplanade, looking north-
east. 

Toronto Planning Board 
Fonds. City of Toronto 
Archives. Fonds 2032, 
Series 841, File 68, Item 6.
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1912
Photograph of 3 Church during 
construction taken from Wharf 26, 
showing the immediate south adjacency 
to both the Grand Trunk Railway and 
Toronto Harbour berth.

Department of Public Works Photographs. 
City of Toronto Archives. Fonds 200, 
Series 372, Subseries 100, Item 42.



70 Richmond Street East
Richmond Church 
Building

Old Town
Downtown Yonge East
Church Street

1908
Wickson & Gregg
McLaughlin Carriage Co.
Manufacturing, 
Warehouse

Alt. Building ID

Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use

Present Use
Heritage Des.
Property
Redevelopment

Offi ce
None
Allied
-

16m
4
750 GSM
3,000 GSM
27m x 28m

4.0m
0.26
3.8
96%

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate

Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage
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70 RICHMOND ST E 

1903

1924

1959

1970

1981

2008

1972
Fire insurance plan 
showing the site prior to 
redevelopment.

Atlas of the City of Toronto, 
Volume One . 1903, Plate 10. 

Fire insurance plan showing 
70 Richmond identifi ed as 
under the use of McLaughlin 
Carriage Co. Ltd.

Atlas of the City of Toronto, 
Volume One . 1924, Plate 10. 

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 
12, Folder 1959, Item 15.

Entire Building for Lease. Net 
Usable 30,000 Square Feet. 
Immediate Occupancy.

-Air Conditioned

-7600 Sq. Ft. Per Floor

-Passenger Elevator

-Sprinklered

-Offi ce Partitions

$2.00 Per Square Foot Net

Advertisement. Canada 
Permanet Trust Realtor. Real 
Estate, Report On Business. 
The Globe and Mail. June 
23, 1970, B11.

Put time on your side with a 
selective ticker that gives you 
fast-sale prices from stock 
or commodity exchanges the 
instant that information is sent 
out .

Advertisement. Canadian 
Trans-Lux Corp. January 20, 
1981, B7.

Advertisement. CBRE. 
Commercial Real Estate, 
Business Classifi ed. The Globe 
and Mail. April 24, 2008, B12.

Corner of Church Street and 
Richmond Street, looking 
north-west

Toronto Planning Board Fonds. 
City of Toronto Archives. Fonds 
2032, Series 841, File 40, 
Item 1.

Photograph of 70 Richmond St 
E in the 1972 with a for lease 
sign posted on the corner.

Toronto Planning Board Fonds. 
City of Toronto Archives. Fonds 
2032, Series 841, File 51, Item 
2.

301OLD TOWN / ST-LAWRENCE

1923
Photograph of 3 Church during construction 
taken from Wharf 26, showing the immediate 
south adjacency to both the Grand Trunk Railway 
and Toronto Harbour berth.

Church & Richmond South Switch Looking 
N.W.. Toronto Transit Commission Fonds. City of 
Toronto Archives. Fonds 16, Series 71, Item 2506.
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111 Queen Street East

Robertson Bros. 
Confections

Moss Park 
Downtown Yonge East
Jarvis St, Church St

1903
Mark Hall
Robertson Brothers Ltd.
Factory Complex
Offi ce, Retail, Services

Alt. Building ID

Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use
Present Use

Heritage Des.
Property
Redevelopment

Designated (1982)
Allied
Dermont Sweeny 
Architects Inc.

Young + Wright 
Architects Inc. 

30m
6
1,990 GSM
15,920 GSM
27m x 76m

4.3m
0.18
6.6
83%

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate

Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage
 

Queen-Richmond Centre

Notes
• Toronto b.p. 3469, 22 Sept. 1896; 185, 29 March 

1900; 1384, 3 July 1903; 2058, 19 Sept. 1905; 
14094, 5 March 1909

• Phased construction + amalgomation of buildings
• Chocolate Factory turned Spa-Business Centre
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Robertson Bro’s Candy 
Manufacturing contained 
within parcel 87.

Goad. Insurance Plan 
of the City of Toronto, 
Volume One . 1880, 
Sheet 30. 

Corner of Jarvis St. and 
Richmond St., looking west. 

Toronto Planning Board, Street 
Corner Photographs. City of 
Toronto Archives. Fonds 2032, 
Series 841, Folder 22, Item 1.

Corner of Jarvis St. and 
Richmond St., looking north 
west. 

Toronto Planning Board, Street 
Corner Photographs. City of 
Toronto Archives. Fonds 2032, 
Series 841, Folder 22, Item 3.

Corner of Mutual St. and Queen 
St., looking south.

Toronto Planning Board, Street 
Corner Photographs. City of 
Toronto Archives. Fonds 2032, 
Series 841, Folder 53, Item 36.

107-109 Queen St E.

Harvey R. Naylor Fonds. City of 
Toronto Archives. Fonds 1526, 
File 68, Item 12.

Robertson Bro’s 
expanding along Queen 
Street East.

Goad. Atlas of the City 
of Toronto, Volume One . 
1903, Plate 10. 

Robertson Brothers 
expanding across the 
city block to Richmond 
Street.

Goad. Atlas of the City 
of Toronto, Volume One . 
1924, Plate 10. 

Robertson Brothers 
complex being 
maintained as a single 
development.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. 
City of Toronto Archives. 
Series 12, Folder 1953, 
Item 187.

Robertson Brothers complex 
pre-redevelopment

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, 
Folder 1967, Item 28.

Robertson Brothers - 
candy manufacturers, 
will erect a fi ve storey 
addition to their factory.

Building and Industrial 
News, Industrial 
Development. Hardware 
and Metal. 1909, 140.

99-123 Queen Street East 
and 92-118 Richmond 
Street East (Robertson 
Brothers Confectioners) are 
recommended for designation 
for architectural and historical 
reasons.

-examples of the infl uence 
of Second Empire style on 
industrial architecture.

Intention to Designate, Public 
Notice. The Globe and Mail. 
September 21, 1982, 10.

Rebranding of Robertson 
Brothers complex observed as 
“Queen Richmond Centre”.

Classifi ed Ad. The Globe and 
Mail. February 26, 1985, T7.

$6-SF “Offi ce Space For 
Lease” at Queen Richmond 
Centre

City of Toronto Archives. 
Fonds 1465, Folder 535, Item 
3.

The offi ce fi xer-upper of 
downtown Toronto.

Michael Emory has a knack 
for converting old buildings 
into desireable locations

Belford. Globe and Mail. 
August 31, 2004, B10.

Active construction 
observed north of 111 Queen 
Street East.

Google, “Streetview,” digital 
images. Google Maps. 
October, 2023.

Now, the old candy factory 
and surrounding buildings 
host a hip ad agency, an 
upscale women’s club and 
a trendy publishing house.

Willis. Globe and Mail. 
September 18, 2004, M1.

A transformation with 
visually and physically 
accessible public spaces 
and gardens-

Toronto Architecture & 
Urban Design Awards. 
Globe and Mail. September 
20, 2004, A9.

“Brick-and-beam buildings 
are dubbed ‘funk space’ 
and have been very popular 
with companies searching 
for hip workplaces that will 
attract highly sought after IT 
experts.” - Ray Wong

Elton. Globe and Mail. 
January 11, 1930, B19.

QUEEN-RICHMOND CENTRE

1880

1903

1909

1924

1953

1972

1981

1967 1982

1985

1991

2023

2004

2003

2000



319 Queen Street East
145 Berkeley Street
Old Town
Moss Park
Berkeley Street

1880s
-
-
Offi ce, Commercial, 
Hall

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use

Present Use
Heritage Des.
Property
Redevelopment

Offi ce, Retail
Listed (2020)
We Charity
-

18m
5
180 GSM
900 GSM
7m x 27m

3.6m
0.49
4.7
94%

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate

Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage
 

Notes
• Major building rehabilitation and fi fth fl oor 

addition in late 1980s
• Controvercial ownership by We Charity
• Across the street from “Kim’s Convenience”
• Identifi ed as St.George’s Hall
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319 QUEEN ST E 319QUEEN STREET EAST

Advertisement. Elias Rogers 
Co Limited. The Toronto City 
Directory. Might Directories 
Limited. 1928, vol. 53, 1749.

319 Queen Street West post 
construction of the adjacent 
Moss Park Apartments.

Building identifi ed with red 
overlay.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 
12, Folder 1969, Item 29.

319 Queen Street West 
post building addition / 
rehabilitation - new storey 
and skylights observed.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 
12, Folder 1989, Item 51g.

145 Berkeley noted as 
the location of Swipe, the 
advertising and design 
bookstore.

Lasker. Design Beat. The 
Globe and Mail. February 18, 
1993, E3.

Corner Berkeley St. and 
Queen St., looking south-east

Toronto Planning Board, 
Street Corner Photographs. 
City of Toronto Archives. 
Fonds 2032, Series 841, 
Folder 21, Item 33.

Building site prior to 
construction.

Goad. Insurance Plan of the City 
of Toronto, Volume One. 1880, 
Sheet 32. 

Building identifi ed as having a 
Hall Over.

Goad. Insurance Plan of the City 
of Toronto, Volume One. 1899, 
Sheet 32. 

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1924, 
Plate 29. 

That large four-storey store on 
corner of Queen and Berkeley - 
built in 1883, contains a store, 
dentists offi ce, and two halls-

Hauge Estate-Exectuors Sale. 
The Globe Toronto. September 
7, 1886, 5.

Dental Surgeon M.F. Smith 
located at the Corner of Queen 
and Berkeley Streets.

Avert. The Toronto Musical 
Festival Journal. June 1886, 6.

1880

1899

1924

1886

1928

1969

1972

1989

1993

1981
Building on corner of Queen Street East and 
Berkeley Street prior to late 1980s rehabilitation.

Harvey R. Naylor Fonds. City of Toronto Archives. 
Fonds 1526, File 7, Item 75.



Notes
• Original architect unknown
• W.R. Strickland designed East Wing (1883)

468-496 Queen St E
Dominion Brewery

Dominion Square
Trefann Court
Regent Park
Sumach Street

1878
-
Robert T. Davies
Factory Complex
Offi ce, Retail
Listed (1973)
Allied
Rehabilitation (1980s)

17m
6
3200 GSM
15,025 GSM
Mixed
3.4m
0.24
3.3
58%

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood
Cross Street(s)

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use
Present Use
Heritage Designation
Property
Redevelopment

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate
Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage
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DOMINION BREWERY 325QUEEN STREET EAST

Schematic layout of the 
Dominion Brewery complex 
shown as masonry construction.

Goad. Insurance Plan of the City 
of Toronto, Volume One . 1880, 
Sheet 17B. 

Building identifi ed with 
red overlay.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. 
City of Toronto Archives. 
Series 12, Folder 1956, 
Item 188.

5000 sq. ft. of 468 
Queen St. E. up for lease.

Advert, Toronto Industrial 
Leaseholds. Toronto Daily 
Star. December 13, 1957, 
28.

Rehabilitated building 
branded as “Dominion 
Square”.

Advert, The Globe and 
Mail. September 23, 
1988, D7.

City of Toronto Archives. 
Fonds 1465, File 676, 
Item 16

Artist illustration of Dominion 
Brewery complex.

City of Toronto Archives. Series 
1054, Item 93.

Addition of west and east wings 
to the brewery.

Goad. Insurance Plan of the City 
of Toronto, Volume One . 1899, 
Sheet 17B. 

The Dominion Brewing Co. 
Toronto, India Pale Ale

E.L. Ruddy Company Fonds. City 
of Toronto Archives. Fonds 1488, 
Series 1230, Item 1222. 

Queen St E Street Car Tracks.

Pearson. Toronto Transit 
Commission Fonds. City of 
Toronto Archives. Fonds 16, 
Series 71, Item 10215. 

Pre-rehabilitation state.

Harvey R. Naylor Fonds. 
City of Toronto Archives. 
Fonds 1526, File 75, Item 
25. 

Facade cleaned and 
repaired.

Harvey R. Naylor Fonds. 
City of Toronto Archives. 
Fonds 1526, File 33, 
Item 14. 

Dominion Brewery on the 
corner of Queen Street East and 
Sumach St.

Alexandra Studio Fonds. City of 
Toronto Archives. Fonds 1257, 
Series 1057, Item 520

1880 1956

1957

1988

1991

1889

1899

1914

1934

1981

1945

1984
Dominion Brewery - view of exterior with 
altered mansard

Harvey R. Naylor Fonds. City of Toronto 
Archives. Fonds 1526, File 33, Item 30. 
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2 Trinity Street
Gooderham and Worts

Stone Distillary 
Distillery District
St Lawrence-East 
Bayfront-The Islands

Parliament Street

1860
David Roberts Sr.
Gooderham & Worts Ltd.
Factory Complex

Alt. Building ID
Area
Neighbourhood

Cross Street

Built
Architect
Original Client
Original Use

Present Use
Heritage Des.
Property
Redevelopment

Offi ce, Commercial
Designated District
Cityscape Holdings
ERA Architects Inc. (2001-2003)

24m
5
900 GSM
4,500 GSM
24m x 30m

3.8m
0.17
-
-

Building Height
Structural Storeys
Building Footprint
Floor Area
Floorplate

Floor-Floor Height
Surface-Volume
FAR
Site Coverage
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GOODERHAM AND WORTS332 333DISTILLERY DISTRICT

Illustration of Dominion 
Brewery complex on the 
shore of Lake Ontario.

Hider. Gooderham & 
Worts Limited. Toronto 
Lithographing Company. 
1896. Toronto Public Library, 
Baldwin Collection of 
Canadiana, 981-25.

Plan of Distillary.

Mssrs. Gooderham & Worts. 
1889. Distillery Historic 
District.

No 68.

Mill Building, Nov 19-1918

British Acetones Toronto 
Limited Fonds. City of 
Toronto Archives. Fonds 
1583, Item 68

Goad. Atlas of the City of 
Toronto, Volume One . 1924, 
Plate 29. 

Gooderham & Worts at 
mouth of channelized Don 
River, immediately adjacent 
to railroad tracks.

Metro Toronto Planning 
Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 
12, Folder 1953, Item 188.

Goad. Insurance Plan of the 
City of Toronto, Volume One . 
1880, Sheet 11. 

Gooderham and Worts 
distillery as it is today. It’s 
listed among the city’s 
most important historical 
landmarks-

Innell. Toronto Star Archive. 
Toronto Public Library, 
TSPA_0112850F.

The well-kept limestone and 
brick buildings of the distillery 
were built between 1860 and 
1900. The plant has been 
declared a historic site.

McConnell. Toronto Public 
Library, Toronto Star Archive, 
TSPA_0110046F.

Harvey R. Naylor Fonds. City 
of Toronto Archives. Fonds 
1526, File 32, Item 4.

McConnell. Toronto Star 
Archive. Toronto Public 
Library, TSPA_0110049F.

-proposed multimillion-dollar 
facelift

Lewington. The Globe and 
Mail. November 2, 2001, A18.

-revived Gooderham and 
Worts property

Lewington. The Globe and 
Mail. August 10, 2002, A19.

1896

1889

1918

1924

1953

1880 1875

1990

1980

1995

2001

2002

1918
British Acetones Toronto Limited Fonds. City 
of Toronto Archives. Fonds 1583, Item 60. 
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1953
Metro Toronto Planning Department, Air Photos. City 
of Toronto Archives. Series 12, Folder 1956, Item 188.
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Building Metrics

Building Address
Observed (Physical), Web Search

Building Identifi er(s)
Observed, The Globe and Mail Archive, Toronto Star 
Archive, Architectural Conservancy Of Ontario 
(ACO)

Neighbourhood
Observed (Physical), Web Search

Offi cial Neighbourhood
Offi cial City of Toronto Census Neighbourhood-
Profi les

Built
Observed Plaque or signage, Building Permits 
(archives, heritage documents), Insurance Maps

Original Use
Building Permits (archives, heritage documents), 
Clippings (The Globe and Mail Archive, Toronto 
Star Archive, Eng. Journals)

Architect
Bibliographic Dictionary, Dictionary of Architects in 
Canada Org.

Original Client
Building Permits (archives, heritage documents), 
Clippings, Heritage Impact Assessments, 
Architectural Conservancy Ontario Database

Original Use
Building Permits (archives, heritage documents), 
Clippings (The Globe and Mail Archive, Toronto 
Star Archive, Eng. Journals)

Inferred Building Improvement Year(s)
Archival Photos (Archival Photos (Air Photos, and 
Perspectival), Architect/Developer Websites

Current Development Status
City of Toronto Active Development Permits 
(Application Information Centre)

Redevelopment Architect/Developer
Clippings, Architect/Developer Websites, City of 
Toronto Active Development Permits (Application 
Information Centre)

Property Owner / Manager
Web Search

Sources of Information

Current Use
Real Estate Lease Documents

Building Height (m)
GIS Open Data / Google Earth

Structural Storeys
Observed

Storeys Above Ground
Observed

Floorplate Dimensions (m)
Inferred - GIS Open Data Measure

Building Footprint (GSM)
Inferred - GIS Open Data, Field Surveys

Floor Area (GSM)
Inferred - Footprint x Structural Storeys (minus 
form subtractions)

Ave. Floor to Floor(m)
Calculated

Surface to Volume
Calculated - Total Surface Area (walls + bottom 
fl oor + roof) / Volume

Floor Area Ratio (FAR)
Calculated

Site Coverage
Calculated

Site Area (SM)
GIS Open Data

Wall Surface Area (m2)
Modelled

Building Volume
Calculated - Footprint x Height

Additional Sources
City of Toronto Staff Reports
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This publication is for research use only and may 
not be sold an/or distributed for profit. Material 
taken from copyrighted sources has been clearly 
indicated through in-text citations and front 
matter notes.

Imagery

Elevational and Perspectival Photographs
Ross Beardsley Wood, Field surveys, 2021-2023

Line Drawings
Daniel Wong, Orthographic projection line 
drawings, 2022

Full page Air Photos
Works and Emergency Services at the City of 
Toronto. The imagery was accessed through the 
University of Toronto’s Map and Data Library, 
2018, 2019

Archival Imagery*

Photographs and Plans
City of Toronto Archives - Web Accessed and at 
255 Spadina Road, Toronto, ON M5R 2V3

Photographs and Plans
Ontario Jewish Archives - Web Accessed and at 
4600 Bathurst Street, Toronto, Ontario M2R 3V2

Photographs
Toronto Public Library Digital Archive - Web 
Accessed

Historic Air Photos
Metro Toronto Planning Department, City of 
Toronto Archives

Clippings
Globe and Mail Historical Newspaper Archive, 
Toronto Public Library 

Clippings
Toronto Star Historical Newspaper Archive, Toronto 
Public Library

*See in text citations for specific credits

Recommended Citation
Beardsley Wood, Ross. Historical Tall Wood 
Toronto. 1.2. University of Toronto: Beardsley 
Wood, 2024. 



Report Order Research
Group

Street
Number Street Name Contemporary Building

Address Building Identifier (s) Neighbourhood Official Neighbourhood Cross Street Built Original Use Architect Client Heritage Status Physical Notes
Inferred Building

Improvement
Year(s)

Current
Development Status

Redevelopment
Architect/Developer

Property Owner /
Manager Current Use Building Height

(m)
Structural
Storeys

Storeys Above
Ground

Floorplate
Dimensions (m)

Building
Footprint (GSM) Floor Area (GSM) Ave. Floor to

Floor (m) Surface to Volume Floor Area Ratio
(FAR) Site Coverage Site Area (SM) Wall Surface

Area (m2) Building Volume

1.1 Liberty
Village 67 Mowat

Avenue 67 Mowat Ave Toronto Carpet Factory, Barrymore
Cloth Liberty Village South Parkdale Liberty Street 1903 Manufacturing /

Warehouse
William Steele and

Sons - Designated (1975) Multi-building Phased
Complex. 1911 (addition). 1899 - 1920 Static - York Heritage,

Hullmark Office, Retail 27 6 5.5 21 x 150 3150 18900 4.9 0.19 - - 15439 9798 85,050

2.1
Queen
College
Bathurst

993 Queen Street
West 993 Queen St W The Candy Factory Lofts, Ce De

Candy Company, York Knitting Mills Trinity Bellwoods West Queen West Shaw St 1907 Manufacturing /
Warehouse J. Francis Brown - Listed (2020)

Built in two phases (1907
+ 1916), Loft conversion

in late 1990s.
1998 - Quadrangle - Residential 26 6 5.5 40 x 80 3200 19200 4.7 0.16 5.9 98% 3270 6513 83,200

2.2
Queen
College
Bathurst

559 College
Street West 559 College St W Ladies Wear Building, Service

Canada, 559-563 College W Little Italy Trinity Bellwoods Manning Ave 1914 Manufacturing /
Warehouse James L. Havill - Listed (2005) Changes to Front

Entrance? 2002, 2022 - - Allied Office 20 6 5.5 25 x 38 950 5700 3.6 0.23 5.7 95% 995 2549 19,000

2.3
Queen
College
Bathurst

49 Bathurst
Street 49 Bathurst St American Hat Frame Building, Ideal

Knitting Mills Ltd. King-Spadina Wellington Place Wellington St W 1912 Manufacturing /
Warehouse Isadore Feldman American Hat

Frame Mfr. Co. Listed (2005) Added storey between
1914 and 1929 - 2022 - Pending

Purchase - City of Toronto Office 16 5 4.5 15 x 35 550 2750 3.6 0.31 4.9 99% 558 1618 8,800

3.1 Richmond
Street West 579 Richmond

Street West 579 Richmond St W Independent Cloak Co. King-Spadina Wellington Place Bathurst St 1913 Manufacturing /
Warehouse Isadore Feldman Independent

Cloak Co. Listed (2017) Major fire -
Development

Application Under
Review

Quadrangle Allied Office 16 5 5 20 x 30 600 3000 3.2 0.29 4.3 86% 698 1599 9,600

3.2 Richmond
Street West 364 Richmond

Street West 364 Richmond St W
Queen Richmond Centre West,

Aikenhead Hardware Co.,
Aikenhead Ltd.

King-Spadina Wellington Place Peter Street 1913 Manufacturing /
Warehouse Sproatt & Rolph Aikenhead

Hardware Co. Listed (2017) 2015 - In between and on
top 2015 Completed Sweeny & Co

Architects Allied Office, Retail 18 5 5 20 x 40 800 4000 3.6 0.27 4.2 84% 950 2278 14,400

3.3 Richmond
Street West 217 Richmond

Street West
217-225 Richmond St

W
Gelber Building, Gelber Warehouse,

221 Richmond St W King-Spadina Wellington Place Duncan Street 1910 Warehouse
Louis S. Yolles,
Benjamin Brown
(1923 Addition)

Gelber Brothers
Ltd. Listed (2017) Built in two Phases (1910

and 1923) 1980s - WTF Group Allied Office, Retail 21 6 5.5 27 x 38 1030 6180 3.8 0.22 6.0 100% 1035 2723 21,630

4.1 Adelaide
Street West 379 Adelaide

Street West 379 Adelaide St W The Bridge, Gage Building,
Educational Book Company King-Spadina Wellington Place Spadina Avenue 1912 Manufacturing /

Warehouse
Burke, Horwood and

White
William J. Gage

Pub. Co.
Listed (2005)

Designated (2020) - 1999 Active Sweeny & Co.
Architects Allied Office, Retail 22 6 6 24 x 30 720 4320 3.7 0.24 5.2 86% 838 2283 15,840

4.2 Adelaide
Street West 366 Adelaide

Street West 366 Adelaide St W The Capital Building, Hobberlin
Building King-Spadina Wellington Place Spadina Avenue 1920 Manufacturing /

Warehouse Louis S. Yolles - Listed (2005) - 1960s & 1990s - - Capital Buildings Office 27 8 7.5 36 x 43 1550 12400 3.6 0.17 5.7 71% 2178 4206 41,850

4.3 Adelaide
Street West 345 Adelaide

Street West 345 Adelaide St W MacLean Building, MacLean Daily
Reports King-Spadina Wellington Place Charlotte Street 1914 Warehouse /

Office George Gouinlock Hugh C.
MacLean Ltd. Listed (2005) - - - Unknown Office 22 7 7 15 x 38 570 3990 3.1 0.26 2.6 37% 1524 2127 12,540

4.4 Adelaide
Street West 331 Adelaide

Street West 331-333 Adelaide St W Fremes Building, 333 Adelaide St W King-Spadina Wellington Place Peter Street 1913 Manufacturing /
Warehouse Langley & Howland Simon Fremes Listed (2005) - - - Allied Office, Retail 21 6 6 9 x 45 405 2430 3.5 0.36 6.0 99% 408 2232 8,505

4.5 Adelaide
Street West 312 Adelaide

Street West 312 Adelaide St W Manufacturer's Building King-Spadina Wellington Place Widmer Street 1927 Manufacturing /
Warehouse Baldwin and Greene David Garfinkel Listed (2017) - Late 1990s Static - Allied Office 26 8 8 20 x 23 460 3680 3.3 0.28 6.9 86% 535 2370 11,960

4.6 Adelaide
Street West 257 Adelaide

Street West 257 Adelaide St W Toronto Hat Company King-Spadina Wellington Place Duncan Street 1856 Manufacturing /
Warehouse Cumberland & Storm Upper Canada

College Listed (2017) - 1900s, 1990 - - Allied Office 23 7 6.5 20 x 33 660 4620 3.5 0.25 6.9 99% 668 2436 15,180

4.7 Adelaide
Street West 200 Adelaide

Street West 200 Adelaide St W Canadian Magazine Building King-Spadina Wellington Place Simcoe Street 1913 Manufacturing /
Warehouse

Burke, Horwood and
White

Saunders, Lorie
& Co. Listed (2005) - 1980s Static Dunlop Farrow Aitken

Architects Allied Office 20 6 5.5 19 x 26 494 2964 3.6 0.29 4.6 79% 638 1878 9,880

5.1 Spadina
Avenue 197 Spadina

Avenue 197 Spadina Avenue Hillman Building, Empire Clothing
Factory, 197-205 Spadina Avenue King-Spadina Kensington-Chinatown Phoebe Street 1923 Manufacturing /

Warehouse Benjamin Brown Empire Clothing
Mfg. Co. None 1926 - Addition to top 1926 - - YAD Investments Office 23 7 6.5 25 x 36 900 6300 3.5 0.22 6.4 91% 985 2843 20,700

5.2 Spadina
Avenue 185 Spadina

Avenue 185 Spadina Avenue Signals Armories, IBM Studios King-Spadina Kensington-Chinatown Bulwer Street 1917 Manufacturing /
Warehouse

Herbert Charles
Roberts

W.J. Keens Mfr.
Co. None - 1997 - WTF Group Allied Office 23 7 6.5 26 x 30 825 5775 3.5 0.24 7.1 101% 818 2884 18,975

5.3 Spadina
Avenue 129 Spadina

Avenue 129 Spadina Spadina Building, 129-139 Spadina
Ave King-Spadina Wellington Place Richmond Street 1919 Manufacturing /

Warehouse
Benjamin Brown

(1930 Alterations) - Listed (2017) - - - - YAD Investments Office, Retail 23 7 7 27 x 32 865 6055 3.3 0.22 6.1 87% 993 2704 19,895

5.4 Spadina
Avenue 116 Spadina

Avenue 116 Spadina Ave Reading Building King-Spadina Wellington Place Camden Street 1925 Manufacturing /
Warehouse Benjamin Brown H. Greisman Listed (2017) - - - - WTF Group Office, Retail 26 8 7.5 27 x 27 729 5832 3.5 0.22 7.9 98% 742 2778 18,954

5.5 Spadina
Avenue 99 Spadina

Avenue 99 Spadina
A.E. Rae Building, Rae Building,

Holiday Building, 93 Spadina
Avenue

King-Spadina Wellington Place Oxley Street 1906 Manufacturing /
Warehouse - - Listed (2017) Two storey addition to top 2000-2003 -

Smycorp and David
Chard (Chard
Development)

Allied Office 25 7 6.5 22 x 37 814 5698 3.8 0.23 6.9 99% 822 3100 20,350

5.6 Spadina
Avenue 80 Spadina

Avenue 80-82 Spadina Ave W. J. Gage Building King-Spadina Wellington Place Adelaide St W 1905
Manufacturing /

Warehouse -
Factory

C. J. Gibson William J. Gage Listed (2005) Relation to 379 Adelaide 1980's & 2010 - - Allied Office, Retail 20 5 4.5 33m x 59 1950 9750 4.4 0.19 4.3 86% 2280 3328 39,000

5.7 Spadina
Avenue 40 Spadina

Avenue 40-46 Spadina Ave Business Systems Building,
Systems Building King-Spadina Wellington Place Wellington St W 1907

School /
Manufacturing /

Warehouse

Burke, Horwood and
White

Business
Systems Ltd. Listed (2016) 40 Spadina addition

between 1924 and 1947? 2008 - - Capital Buildings Office 18 5 5 31 x 39 1050 5250 3.6 0.25 3.0 60% 1742 2565 18,900

6.1 King Street
West 590 King Street

West 590 King St W Kodak Building, Toronto Terminal
Warehouse, King Adelaide Centre King-Spadina Wellington Place Portland Street 1901 Manufacturing /

Warehouse
Chadwick and

Beckett
Canadian Kodak

Co. Designated (2020) Multi-building Phased
Complex - In Permitting KFA Architects YAD Investments Office, Retail 20 5 4.5 31 x 126.5 2948 14740 4.4 0.21 3.7 73% 4027 6300 58,960

6.2 King Street
West 500 King Street

West 500-522 King St W Gurney Stove Works, Gurney's
Stove Foundry & Works King-Spadina Wellington Place Brant Street 1887 Manufacturing /

Warehouse
Harper and Son /

Jamieson and Carroll
E.C. Gurney &

Co. Listed (2001) - 2000 - - Allied Office, Retail 15 5 4.25 16 x 60  L 1360 6800 3.5 0.38 2.0 40% 3371 5068 20,400

6.3 King Street
West 489 King Street

West 489 King St W R G Long & Co. Hart Building, KING
Toronto King-Spadina Wellington Place Brant Street 1918 Manufacturing /

Warehouse - R G Long & Co. Designated (2015) - - In Construction Bjarke Ingels Group Allied Demolished 16 5 4.75 15 x 35 525 2625 3.4 0.34 4.8 95% 550 1797 8,400

6.4 King Street
West 469 King Street

West 469 King St W Dominion Paper Box Co. King-Spadina Wellington Place Brant Street 1903 Manufacturing /
Warehouse J. Francis Brown Dominion Paper

Box Co. Listed (1973) 1905 - Addition 1905 - - Allied Office, Retail 18 5 4.5 18 x 70 1380 6900 4.0 0.25 2.7 55% 2518 3565 24,840

6.5 King Street
West 468 King Street

West 468 King W Samuel and Benjamin Building King-Spadina Wellington Place Spadina Avenue 1908 Manufacturing /
Warehouse Burke and Horwood Samuel,

Benjamin & Co. Listed (2005) 1999 - Rehabilitation 1999 Allied Office 22 7 6.5 30 x 35 1050 7350 3.4 0.22 6.2 88% 1194 2906 23,100

6.6 King Street
West 445 King Street

West 445-455 King St W Krangle Building + Toronto
Pharmacal Building King-Spadina Wellington Place Spadina Avenue 1904 Manufacturing /

Warehouse J. Francis Brown Toronto
Pharmacal Co. Listed (2005) Amalgomation of two

buildings 1906 Allied Office, Retail 18 5 4.5 14 x 36 480 2400 4.0 0.32 4.3 87% 554 1819 8,640

6.7 King Street
West 425 King Street

West 425-439 King W The Samuel Building King-Spadina Wellington Place Spadina Avenue 1913 Manufacturing /
Warehouse

Burke, Horwood and
White Listed (2005) - - Allied Office, Retail 25 7 6.5 37 x 38 1360 9520 3.8 0.19 6.7 95% 1425 3808 34,000

7.1 Downtown 82 Peter Street 82 Peter St Ault & Wiborg Co., 19 Charlotte King-Spadina Wellington Place Adelaide St W 1923 Warehouse /
Garage Sproatt & Rolph Ault & Wiborg

Co. Listed (2017) -Bridge connection with
19 Charlotte St - Pre-Construction Hariri Pontarini

Architects Allied Office, Retail 20 6 5.5 28 x 44 990 5940 3.6 0.26 3.7 61% 1619 3087 19,800

7.2 Downtown 30 Duncan
Street 30-34 Duncan St Caplin Building, Caplin Shoe

Manufacturing King-Spadina Wellington Place Nelson Street 1926 Manufacturing /
Warehouse Benjamin Brown H. Greisman Listed (2017) - - - - Greenwin Office 27 8 7.5 24 x 34 790 6320 3.6 0.22 7.5 93% 845 3138 21,330

7.3 Downtown 179 John Street 179 John Model Knitting Company Grange Kensington-Chinatown Stephanie Street 1928 Manufacturing /
Warehouse Benjamin Swartz Model Knitting

Company None 1929 - Addition 1929 - - Allied Office 28 8 7.5 26 X 35 910 7280 3.7 0.21 6.2 77% 1179 3503 25,480

7.4 Downtown 193 Yonge Street 193 Yonge J.F. Brown Furniture Building,
Heinztman Hall City Hall Downtown Yonge East Queen Street 1903 Warehouse /

Retail / Residence

Henry Simpson, J.
Wilson Gray (1910

Alterations)

Designated Part
IV - 1986 1999 - - Allied Office, Retail 34 8 8 20 x 30 600 4800 4.3 0.27 5.0 63% 960 4289 20,400

7.5 Downtown 70 Bond Street 70 Bond St Macmillan Company of Canada, St.
Martin’s House Downtown-Yonge Downtown Yonge East Dundas St E 1910 Warehouse,

Office
Denison and
Stephenson

The Macmillan
Co. None Addition to north in 1959.

Roof removal. 1959, 1981 - - York Heritage Office 20 6 5.5 15 x 34 510 3060 3.6 0.32 1.9 31% 1642 2253 10,200

7.6 Downtown 156 Front Street
West 156 Front St W 160 Front West, Robert Simpson

Co. Warehouse Union Yonge-Bay Corridor Simcoe Street 1904 Manufacturing /
Warehouse Burke and Horwood Robert Simpson

Co.
Designated Part V

(2006) 2022 - Demolished - In Construction Cadillac Fairview Former - York Heritage Demolished -
Facade Remains 27 7 6.5 24 x 76 1710 11970 4.2 0.19 6.4 92% 1865 5400 46,170

7.7 Downtown 142 Front Street
West 142-144 Front St W Maher Building Union Yonge-Bay Corridor University Avenue 1903 Manufacturing /

Warehouse Symons and Rae Lowndes Co. Ltd. Designated Part V
(2006) 1904 - - Unknown Office, Retail 32 8 7.5 27 x 76 1990 15920 4.3 0.16 6.6 83% 2395 6400 63,680

8.1
Old Town /

St.
Lawrence

204 King Street
East 204-210 King E

Adams Brothers Harness
Manufacturing Company Ltd., 185

Frederick Street, Autodesk
St. Lawrence Moss Park Frederick Street 1908 Manufacturing /

Warehouse George Miller Adams Brothers Designated (1985) Infill in late 60s 1990s Allied Office 25 7 6.5 27 x 40 & 13 x 35 1535 10745 3.8 0.18 5.8 83% 1860 4000 38,375

8.2
Old Town /

St.
Lawrence

3 Church
Street 3 Church - Old Toronto St Lawrence-East

Bayfront-The Islands The Esplanade 1912 Office,
Warehouse J. Francis Brown H.P. Eckhardt &

Co. None Building Restoration 1985 - - York Heritage Office 24 7 6.5 30 x 30 995 6965 3.7 0.16 6.5 93% 1072 1829 23,880

8.3
Old Town /

St.
Lawrence

44 Wellington
Street East 50 Wellington E Knox Manufacturing, 44-50

Wellington Street East St. Lawrence Downtown Yonge East Yonge Street 1882
Manufacturing /

Warehouse /
Retail

David Brash Dick William P.
Howland & Co.

Designated
District Front facade updated 1980 & 1990 - York Heritage Allied Office 18 5 4.75 24x30 720 3600 3.8 0.26 4.8 95% 754 1932 12,960

8.4
Old Town /

St.
Lawrence

70 Richmond
Street East 70 Richmond St E Richmond Church Building Old Town Downtown Yonge East Church Street 1908 Warehouse Wickson & Gregg McLaughlin

Carriage Co. None - - - - Allied Office 16 4 4 27m x 28m 750 3000 4.0 0.26 3.9 98% 764 1640 12,000

9.1 Queen
Street East 111 Queen Street

East 111 Queen St E

Queen-Richmond Centre East,
Robertson Brothers Confections,

Robertson Brothers Chocolate Co.,
Robertson Bros.

Moss Park Downtown Yonge East Jarvis Street,
Church Street 1903 Factory Complex Mark Hall Robertson

Brothers Ltd. Designated (1982)
Phased construction +

amalgomation of
buildings

1980s, 2000s -
Dermont J. Sweeny

Architects Inc., Young +
Wright Architects Inc.

Allied Office, Retail,
Personal Services 30 6 5.5 2 - 27m x 84m 4450 26700 5.5 0.18 4.8 81% 5520 15287.7 133,500

9.2 Queen
Street East 319 Queen Street

East 319 Queen St E 145 Berkeley St, St. George's Hall Old Town Moss Park Berkeley Street 1880s Office,
Commercial, Hall - - Listed (2019) Top Floor, Glazed

Facade, Storefront 1988, 1996 - - We Charity Office, Retail 18 5 5 7 x 27 180 900 3.6 0.49 4.7 94% 191 1239 3,240

9.3 Queen
Street East 468 Queen Street

East 468-496 Queen St E Dominion Brewery, Dominion
Square Trefann Court Regent Park Sumach Street 1878 Manufacturing /

Warehouse
Walter Strickland

(East Wing) Robert T. Davies Listed (1973) Built over a span of 20
years (1870s-1890s) 1980s -

Sorbara Development
Group, Easton/Phillips

Development
Corporation

Allied Office 17 6 5 Mixed 3200 18225 3.4 0.24 3.3 58% 5550 6630 54,400

10.1 Distillary
District 9 Trinity Street 2 Trinity St

Gooderham and Worts Distillery, 9
Trinity St, British Acetones Toronto

Ltd.
Distillery District St Lawrence-East

Bayfront-The Islands Parliament Street 1860 Factory Complex David Roberts Sr. Gooderham &
Worts Ltd.

Designated Part
IV

1869-70 - Burned and
rebuilt. 2001-2003 - ERA Architects Inc. Cityscape Holdings Office, Retail,

Gallery 24 5 5 47 x 29 1335 6675 4.8 0.17 0.7 15% 8925 2727 32,040

Sequential
Numbering
by Index

Order

Assigned
Research

Group

Single
Number for

Sorting
Purposes

Original
Keneth Koo
Address List

Observed (Physical),
Web Search

Observed, Globe Archive, Toronto
Star Archive, Architectural

Conservancy Of Ontario (ACO)

Observed (Physical),
Web Search

Cencus Neighbourhood -
Neighbourhood Profile

Closest other street
/ Frontage

Plaque, BP,
Insurance

Maps, Other.
BP, Clippings http://dictionaryofarchi

tectsincanada.org/

BP, Clippings,
Heritage Impact

Assessment,
ACO

https://secure.toro
nto.ca/HeritagePre
servation/setup.do

?action=init

Observational
Archival Photos,

Architect/Develop
er Websites

Active
Development

Permits, Proposed
Developments

Proposed
Developments,

Newspaper Articles,
Architect/Developer

Websites

Web Search Real Estate Lease
Documents

GIS Open Data /
Google

Immersive View
software

Observed Observed Inferred - GIS Open
Data Measure

Inferred - GIS
Open Data,

Field Surveys

Inferred - Footprint
x Structural

Storeys (minus
form subtractions)

Calculated

Calculated - Total
Surface Area (walls +
bottom floor + roof) /

Volume

Calculated Calculated GIS Open
Data Modelled

Calculated -
Footprint x

Height
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