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Hello Mass Timber Colleagues!

Feature: Centennial College A Block Expansion

The 132,805 sq ft Centennial College A Block Expansion Building has the potential to become the first net-zero carbon, mass timber, higher-
education facility in Ontario when it is completed in 2023.

A collaboration between EllisDon, Smoke Architecture and DIALOG, this campus gateway building embodies the College’s deep commitment
to Truth and Reconciliation. The design is inspired by the Mi’kmaq concept of “Two-Eyed Seeing”—viewing the world through both an
Indigenous lens and a Western lens.

Mass timber sits at the intersection of these two perspectives. One of the inspirations for the design of A Block is the Midewigan | teaching
lodge, an open framework made of fast-growing, renewable saplings. Under the canopy, these pioneer saplings grow tall and straight as they
reach for sun; harvesting them has less impact than removing old growth as most never reach maturity. Once harvested, the wood is bent
and joined to increase its strength.

Mass timber construction is analogous to this traditional Indigenous technique: fast-growing, small-diameter. renewable wood is laminated to
become stronger. And as with the traditional teaching lodge, the open, exposed framework of A Block creates a dynamic learning
environment where Indigenous stories are brought to life.

Image Credit: DIALOG Text Credit: Thomas Hirschmann

News from the Institute

1. Mass Timber Building Science Primer
In case you missed it, be sure to get a copy of our Mass Timber Building Science Primer. Find additional downloadable resources by clicking
on the icons in the PDF.



https://mailchi.mp/248c11b0e261/masstimberinstitute-10090936?e=[UNIQID]
https://academic.daniels.utoronto.ca/masstimberinstitute/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2021/04/MTBSP-Version1.0-04-13-21.pdf

Updates

» Looking for career opportunities in BC public service? See the posting by the Ministry of Housing for a Director of Building Regulations.

o Congratulations to Element5 for opening_their Mass Timber plant in St. Thomas, ON. Take a virtual tour of the facility.

e This summer, Eco Development Group will be starting construction on their new CLT manufacturing plant in Parry Sound. Read about it

here.

o The Carpenter's Union has launched a campaign against tax fraud. View the campaign and learn more about the effects of fraud on the
industry here.

That's all for now -- thanks for reading!
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