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Social & Political Context
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Right to Buy policy is 
implemented by Margaret 
Thatcher government

Right to Buy and the decline of council housing



Housing Shortage (Norwich)

“5000 families in need: 
Shortage of affordable homes 

in Norwich prompts plea to 
housing minister”

“Developers will never build enough 
homes while it is more profitable to 
build fewer and keep prices high”



“There are too few homes usually costing too much, often 
in the wrong places and often of poor quality”

Compounding Problems (Norwich)



‘Masterpiece’ on Goldsmith Street



Site Selection
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Goldsmith Street Competition (RIBA 2008)
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Physical Analysis









Assessment



 "You cant say that you live in a 
Passivhaus house," 
"They dont know what that is."

"When I say this to people who have never 
been in that situation before, they look at me 
as if I have been living in complete poverty,"
"Saving that money has meant we can do a 
lot more. Money doesn't feel as tight as it 
did."

"This one is so much better because it's new, it's 
very child friendly on this street and very quiet 
and I like the fact there are things for the 
children - a little slide and wooden play things,"
"The girls share a bedroom but its so big it could 
be two bedrooms. There is so much space that 
honestly you dont know what to do with it."

"Youve got to know what youre doing 
or youll break the house, "



Exemplory Passivhaus design as a model for housing that consumes less 
energy overall and spend less money on maintenance, as residents move in and 
out of houses

Comfortable and higher quality living for residents coming from poor-quality 
accommodations

Most developers built new homes as small as possible, though the goal with 
Goldsmith St was to include a larger square footage per household than typical 
guidelines would determine

Parking around site encourages car traffic to remain on peripheries, creating a 
pedestrian-friendly, spacious landscape 

Majority of energy providers have not caught up with Passivhaus design

Who’s being given priority to live in this project, as opposed to an early model of 
council housing?

Right to Buy needs to be amended - as quality of council housing goes up, the 
city loses more houses to the private sector through Right to Buy

Will Right to Buy still create a close-knit community here, three years later?

Interstitial zones of backyard landscaping are not practical for everyday activity

Is this social housing model too expensive overtime?
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