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In the 1950s to 1960s, the Chilean central government attempted a model of individual homeownership that would imitate the American market-oriented model. In response to 
abysmal social housing conditions, Chileans would seize land to develop their own housing option. People would call themselves the pobladores, roughly translated to “inhabi-
tants.”Neighborhoods were built based on solidarity and shared struggle and often offered childcare, libraries, and community meals.
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On September 11, 1973, socialist President Salvador Allende was overthrown by the Chilean military, backed by the United States of America. General Augusto Pinochet assumed 
power, which began a 17-year regime that explicitly sought to exterminate anyone loyal to Allende, socialism, and leftist ideals. 
Seen above are Secretary of State Henry Kissinger to the left, with Allende’s broken glasses to the right. 
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General Pinochet began a massive project of targeting pobladores to capture, torture, and murder leftist leaders. The dictatorship led a massive displacement project, ejecting urban 
settlements to the city outskirts to pave the way for real estate transfers for the elite. Despite his brutal treatment of people, Pinochet understood that his government needed to 
provide social housing. The difference was the program would be market-led. 
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After 1976, the Chilean economy was restructured to liberalize and stabilize the economy, which meant financing models and foreign investment. The Chilean government began 
providing subsidies via donations, vouchers for a partial value of a home, or funding for home construction. This model has been adapted by different Chilean leaders.  In 1993, 
Chile returned to representative democracy. Even if the leaders promote a socialist platform, the Chilean government follows a market-led logic. To this day, Chileans still experience 
widening economic inequality and precarious labor. Currently, Chileans are protesting a subway fare hike, retaliating against the increased cost of living and privatization.
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HOUSING DEFICIT



Half Housing
Elemental | Iquique, Chile | (2005)

11

Bria Cole - Jr. Osei Wireko - Raghd Zaqout

GOVERNMENT SUBSIDY SYSTEM
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Half a good house is 
better than a small house; 

it gains value over time
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IQUIQUE SOCIAL HOUSING BRIEF



Half Housing
Elemental | Iquique, Chile | (2005)

15

Bria Cole - Jr. Osei Wireko - Raghd Zaqout

PARTICIPATORY PROCESS
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IQUIQUE SOCIAL HOUSING BRIEF
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IQUIQUE SOCIAL HOUSING BRIEF
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RESETTLEMENT + DEMOLITION
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QUINTA MONROY SITE
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ONGOING PARTICIPATORY PROCESS
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GUIDELINE TO MODIFICATIONS + EXTENSIONS
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INITIAL DESIGN

STRUCTURE

INTERIOR

DETAIL

PLANNED DESIGN UNPLANNED DESIGN
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INCREMENTAL HOUSING
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INCREMENTAL HOUSING: INFORMALITIES
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PROJECT OUTCOMES
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PROJECT OUTCOMES
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EXAMPLES

1988 1989 2009

1976 1977 2009

1986 1988 2009

CHINAGUDALI, VISAKHAPATNUM, INDIA

NAVAGAMPURA, COLOMBO, SRI LANKA

GUACAMAYAS, BOGOTA, COLOMBIA
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Open Source broadly combines principles from multiple disciplines 
including software development (source codes), copyleft (modify 
and distribute the original), hacktivism (anti-censorship), creative 
licensing (Creative Commons), and academia (OER). 

Fundamentally, to publish material as Open Source is to commu-
nicate that knowledge ought to be freely and openly shared, in 
perpetuity (with varying attributions). 

Given the increasing barriers to education, to present information 
as Open Source is to celebrate the free flow of information and 
consider knowledge as vital to democratic exchange. 

It may be argued that the pobladores practiced a system in which 
an open source mandate may not be necessary. 

According to the ELEMENTAL’s website, the designs were released 
to present an “open source that we will be able to rule out one 
more excuse for why markets and governments don’t move in this 
direction to tackle the challenge of massive rapid urbanization.” 
(ArchDaily)

OPEN SOURCE MATERIAL




