
Amini, Golbarg  I  Dang, Whitney  I  Gupta, Mitali  I  Mahajan, Pradnya

Medellin - Metrocables, 
Library Parks, Escalators



Overview



h t t p s : / / w w w . m e d e l l i n c o l o m b i a . c o / g e n e r a l - i n f o r m a t i o n / m e d e l -
lin-factfile/#:~:text=History%20of%20Medellin&text=However%20Medellin%20was%20not%20founded,were%20fleeing%20from%20the%20Inquisition
https://www.medellincolombia.co/medellin-sightseeing/medellin-neighborhoods-overview/
https://guttlab.wordpress.com/guttlab-01-minnesota-usa/2-informal-settlements-analysis/

“San Lorenzo de Aburrá”
“Villa de Nuestra Señora de la Candelaria de Medellín” 

Medellin

Population
2,508,452

Area
380.64 km2

Language
Colombian Spanish

Municipality of 
Medellin - Capital of 
Antioquia, Colombia

16 comunas (districts), 5 corregimientos (town-
ships), and 271 barrios (neighborhoods)

elevation increase from the 
city center to the city limits



Context



https://www.pri.org/stories/2012-12-27/new-feat-colombia-s-urban-innovator-slum-escalators
https://medellinliving.com/history-of-medellin/ 
http://content.time.com/time/subscriber/article/0,33009,967029-1,00.html 

Violence In The City
The City became Victim of Terror caused by the Violence

Throughout the 1980s-1990s, Medellin had 
struggled with violence amongst the city 
between drug traffickers and paramilitary 
groups with poverty increasing in large 

segments of the community

“Medellín was named the most dangerous city in the world 
by Time Magazine 1988”

homicides
per 100,000 inhabitants in 1991

Medellin

381

Chicago

33.7

Inhabitants (3,125) H om i c i d e 
(Hundreds)



families settled in 
Comuna 13

i s p l a c e m e n t

o c i o e c o n o m i c i s p a r i t y

t i g m a t i s m

e g l e c t

https://www.travellifex.com/comuna-13-how-colombias-notorious-neighbourhood-reinvented/ 
https://brookearoundtown.com/things-to-know-about-comuna-13-medellin-why-you-really-need-to-visit 
https://medellindaytrips.com/comuna-13-in-medellin-history-and-present/ 
http://www.informalsettlementsresearch.com/2011/03/spatial-conditions-of-violence-in-city.html

Comuna 13 - Settlement and Authority
San Javier - Labeled as the Most Dangerous Community due to its Homicide Rates and Foced Displacement 

They were discriminated against 
by the older settlers and deemed 
as “invaders” which disrupted 
the integration in the entire 

Comuna 13”

It was not until 2002 when Alvaro 
Uribe got elected as president of 
Colombia and decided to intervene 
in Comuna 13 along with the 
support and encouragement of the 
then Mayor of Medellin Luis Perez.”

Started as an illegal settlement above Medel-
lin. - The government didn’t recognize 
these residences as legal so, the community 
was left without basic infrastructure and 

no support from police.
Between 1980s-1990s, the neighbourhood 
was controlled by groups loyal to Pablo Esco-
bar due to the neglect from the local govern-

ment which became a national problem.

Comuna 13 is an area that has been plagued 
with violence for guerrillas and drug traffick-
ers because of its location on the edge of the 

city and barrio transit points.





















































La Quintana Library Park
Ricardo La Rotta, La Rotta Arquitectos I Medellin I 2005

TOPOGRAPHICAL RESPONSE

PASSIVE COOLING

ACCESSIBILITY + PERMEABILITY

Responding to the terrain by orienting 
building axis to the ravine 

Pergolas as building envelope and 
water pools to cool microclimate

Series of open plazas and steps 
acting as interactive public spaces

COMMUNITY SPACE

Amenities like

ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEM

Plugging on to the ravine, to connect 
people to the environment
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This drawing depicts the library as a connector and a transition space; between the different levels of the terrain, between the city and the environment, and most importantly, an 
space for its people to connect. A seamless pedestrian connection. The exploded isometric attempts to convey the permeability and openness of the design and the contrast 
between the dense urban form and the environment.










