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01 INTRODUCTION
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SITE OVERVIEW

The Shinonome Canal Court is a large-scale urban housing project located in the 
district of Koto, Tokyo, Japan. There are 6 residential blocks in the complex and block 
1, the one we’re looking at, is designed by Riken Yamamoto. Situated on a brownfield 
site, the project aimed to revive the public realm and create new types of public spaces 
to foster a stronger sense of community.
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02 URBAN THEORY & DESIGN
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URBAN GROWTH
Tokyo Metropolitan Area
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URBAN GROWTH
Metabolism Movement
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URBAN GROWTH 
Development of Tokyo Bay
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URBAN GROWTH 
Development of Tokyo Bay
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URBAN GROWTH
Re-zoning
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URBAN CONTEXT
Shinonome, Kōtō City, Tokyo, Japan
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02 CONTEXT & DESIGN
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URBAN CONTEXT
Urban street views

VIDEO LINK: https://vimeo.com/468628121
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HOUSING PRECEDENTS
Danchi Apartments

“[The Danchi] were lonely and ster-
ile places, where neighbours rarely 
bothered to communicate with 
each other.”
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Akoto Motokura
+
Keisuke Yamamoto
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Keiji Hori

ARCHITECTS
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DESIGN DRAWINGS
Masterplan
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BLOCK-SCALE AXO
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DESIGN DRAWINGS
Floor plans & section

Public amenity spaces integrated within private realm to 
create semi-private zones.

Typical floor plan
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DESIGN DRAWINGS
Section

Visibility across private and public spaces.
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HOUSING PRECEDENT
Traditional Japanese housing
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UNIT-SCALE AXO
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DESIGN DRAWINGS
Unit Layout
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POST-OCCUPANCY



SHINONOME CANAL COURT    [27]

GENERAL ASSESSMENT

The housing agency associated with the project mainly serves the middle-class, and with a 
profit-driven mindset, creates an income disparity within the greater Koto district. While the 
architects had ambitions to foster a strong sense of community within this project, privacy is 
still something strongly desired by the residents.
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