






STAR APARTMENT I GROUP 6 

HOMELSS IN SKID ROW 

In Los Angeles, the relationship between 

housing and the city at large is still 

emerging. Los Angeles is for the most 

part a city that grew up after World War 

II. And like most postwar suburban 

settlements across the United States, it is

primarily made up of single-family 

housing.The city's psychology is still very 

suburban, very much about the 

individual. But like a lot of contemporary 

cities, Los Angeles-which covers more 

area than most cities in the world-is 

now becoming more and more dense, 

and apartment buildings and 

condominiums, forms understood as 

collective housing, are becoming 

increasingly prevalent. While this is 

partially owing to a steady influx of new 

residents, it is also the case that sprawl 

has begun to hit its topographical and 

practical limits in terms of the city's sheer 

extension. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Demographics of Skid Row 

Skid Row has an estimated total 
population of 10,000 residents, with 
approximately 2,500 people occupying 
beds and missions and transitional 
facilities and over 1,000 sleeping on 
the streets. The median household 
income is just over $11,000, a fraction 
of the $46,000 average income of the 
City of Los Angeles. 

The Evolution of Skid Row 

Originally a transient neighborhood where 
migrant workers found cheap seasonal housing, 
Skid Row grew into a hub for illicit activity 
and violence. Today it is a highly stigmatized 
neighborhood, home to a diverse homeless 
population of over 4,100, many of whom are 
chronically homeless and live in absolute poverty. 
located in the heart of Downtown LA, Skid 
Row's 50 square blocks represent the highest 
concentration of homelessness in the entire U.S. 
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Map of Homeless shelters and service centers.





















Star Apartment
Michael Maltzan Arial    Los Angeles    2014

These exploded anxonmetric drawings shows the Star Apartment project not just as a new way to provide shelter and social services to the homeless, but as a new model of housing. It is a mixed use and multi units affordable housing, 
that constructed with cantilevered frame and moduler system. This project cast 19.3 million. The ground floor reuse the existing podium to public parking, health clinic and the Skid Row Housing health division. The second floor is a 
public space for residences which program wich garden, running track, basketball court, artroom, library, exercise room, community room and community kitchen, the upper floors are residences units. There are only one unit layout 
but The Star Apartments complex consists of 51 modules. It reuses an existing building with added modular construction to provide a mixed-use housing complex with 102 apartments.
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PUBLIC SPACE AT SECOND LEVEL
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